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FALL FESTIVAL: 
Just over 50 years ago, 
local merchants started 
a new way to celebrate 
the autumn season in 
Bradford: a Fall Festival.

The inaugural Fall 
Festival, planned by the 
Retail Division of the 
Bradford Area Chamber 
of Commerce, was held 
Sept. 28-30, 1967.

“The first day of the 
festival will be devoted 
to the church, charity 
and service groups, who 
will be invited to erect 
booths on Main St. on 
that Thursday in order to 
sell home-made products 
and crafts to support their 
particular programs,” the 
Aug. 23, 1967, edition of 
The Era stated.

“The Friday and 
Saturday of the Festival 
Weekend will be devot-
ed to special sales pro-
motions by downtown 
merchants, as well as an 
antique car show, parade, 
citizens’ bands and a 
teenage dance on the 
Kendall platform, which 
will be erected on the 
Main St. Redevelopment 
site for the occasion.”

Everyone who was set-
ting up a booth was invit-
ed to follow a fall theme 
in their decorations, and 
the three best booths were 
awarded prizes.

Also, patrons in down-
town stores had an oppor-
tunity to win a 15-foot 
Admiral freezer that was 
on display in the window 
of the Bradford National 
Bank. Entrants were 
asked to guess the weight 
of a whole frozen pig that 
was on display inside the 
freezer.

The Seneca Highland 
Craft Guild held an out-
door show in Veterans 
Square in conjunction 
with the festival. The 
Bradford Art Center held 
an Autumn Exhibit in the 
Bradford National Bank, 
too.

We’re not sure how 
many years the Fall 
Festival continued in 
downtown Bradford, but 
the event continued until 
at least 1975, as we found 
out from an article that 
ran in The Era on Oct. 1 
that year. The 1975 Fall 
Festival was planned for 
Oct. 9, 10 and 11, and by 
this time included Mini-
Fair “Fun City” in the 
Gleason parking lot with 
rides and amusements. 
Also planned was a fall 
foliage bus tour and 
tour of the University of 
Pittsburgh at Bradford 
campus.

The town has since 
welcomed new events 
to celebrate the autumn 
season, including 
Pumpkin Fest and the 
Autumn Daze Car Show. 
Both events were can-
celed in 2020 due to 
COVID-19 concerns, but 
Bradfordians look for-
ward to the possibility of 
downtown fall events in 
2021.
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Rainfall amounts have 
been below average in 
McKean and surrounding 
counties, causing drought 
watches and warnings, 
but a change is in our 
future.

Kevin Fitzgerald, mete-
orologist for the National 
Weather Service out of 
State College said, while 
the rest of this week will 
be dry, a cold front will 
be bringing in some much 
needed precipitation. The 
weather change will pos-
sibly start late this week-
end or early next week.

According to Deborah 
Klenotic, deputy commu-
nications director for the 
Pennsylvania Department 
of Environmental 
Protection, a drought 
warning has currently 
been issued for Potter 
County, while McKean 
and Elk Counties have 
been issued a drought 
watch.

Rain expected to bring some 
relief to drought-like conditions
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A beautiful day in Port Allegany welcomed the fall season. Colorful leaves abound, but are already starting 
to fall. Rain ...  page A-8

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

There is no caveat to 
the First Amendment, 
saying that speech is 
free as long as everyone 
agrees.

Thieves and vandals 
across McKean County 
are targeting political 
signs, some say with 
more frequency than 
ever before. Ken Kane, 
county Republican chair, 
and Marty Wilder, county 
Democratic chair, both 
have condemned the 
practice.

And so does the law.
“Every year during 

elections, candidates often 
face theft or destruction 
of campaign signs,” said 
McKean County District 
Attorney Stephanie 
Vettenburg-Shaffer, 
explaining it is against the 
law to remove, alter or 
deface political signs.

“The most likely 

charge for damaging 
property is the crime of 
criminal mischief which 
makes it a crime to dam-
age property of another 
by defacing the property. 
The punishment for the 
crime depends on the 
value of the damage.”

Several factors are 
taken into consideration, 
but it could involve a sen-
tence of fines, community 
service, probation or even 
jail.

Members of the county 
Democratic party said 
they’ve been struggling 
with the issue all summer.

Monday night, several 
members of the county’s 
Democratic party put up 
a large Biden sign at the 
Larabee Y in Eldred.

“It didn’t take more 
than a few hours before 
somebody spray painted 
it,” said John Jeselnick. 
In fact, when the men 
were putting the sign up, 
a motorcyclist passed by, 
turned around and came 
back to yell at them.

“He said ‘guys that’s 
a waste of lumber and 
materials,’” Jeselnick 
recounted. “He actually 

Sign of the times?
Political sign 
theft, vandalism 
rampant 
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Political signs in McKean County are being stolen or vandalized with more fre-
quency than in past years, like this Joe Biden sign in Eldred, which was vandal-
ized less than 12 hours after it was placed. Sign ...  page A-8

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Bradford City officials 
received a rosy picture 
of how its three pension 
funds have performed in 
recent months.

Josh Pryor, senior 
financial consultant 
at Manning & Napier, 
held a work session for 
Bradford City Council 
before the regular council 
meeting Tuesday eve-
ning.

Pryor described this 
year’s rocky stock mar-
ket, which made March 
Manning & Napier’s bus-
iest month in its 50-year 
history as the price of 
desirable stocks dropped.

He explained that the 
firm was able to take 
advantage of that, saying, 
“You don’t want to wait 
until things look better 
(in the economy) because 
you might miss out.”

One of the drawbacks 
of the current situation 

is that many stocks have 
been priced higher than 
their worth, so the firm is 
pulling back some.

Pryor anticipates 
more volatility due to 
several reasons including 
the long-term conse-
quences of the stimulus, 
the upcoming election, 
COVID-19 concerns, fis-
cal integration in Europe, 
and U.S.-China trade 
tensions.

The city’s non-uni-
formed pension fund is 
up 13.59% from Jan. 1 to 
Aug. 31, the fire pension 
fund is up 13.64% in that 
time, and the police pen-
sion fund is up 13.96%.

When asked how he 
anticipates the stock 
market to look in 2021, 
he predicted the year to 
show something “more 
like historical returns.”

This does not change 
the fact, however, that 
the city is looking to 
spend about $1,793,497 
— about a sixth of its 

budget — as its mini-
mum municipal obliga-
tion for the year.

This is according 
to Councilman Brad 
Mangel, who updated 
the board on the MMO at 
the regular council meet-
ing that followed the 
workshop.

Mangel said the city is 
looking to state officials 
to make pension changes 
to help municipalities 
that are struggling.

City Administrator 
Chris Lucco noted the 
number includes both the 
pension debt and a possi-
ble pension bond, which 
would make the amount 
lower.

Also at the meeting, 
Mayor James McDonald 
encouraged residents 
to visit ywca.org and 
donate to YWCA 
Bradford. He explained 
that he and Police Chief 
Michael Ward visited the 

Bradford City 
pension funds are up
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By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Callahan Park improvements is one of several 
projects Bradford City officials propose for the 2020 
Community Development Block Grant funding.

A hearing on proposed CDBG spending was held 
Tuesday in city council chambers by Sara Andrews, 
executive director of the Office of Economic and 
Community Development, and Anita Dolan, eco-
nomic and community development manager.

This was the second of two public hearings, with 
the first being held in July.

Other projects include streetscape improvements 
in the historic district, demolitions and single-family 
housing rehabilitation projects.

The city has $305,464 in 2020 CDBG funds for the 
projects.

“This year, the amount has been increased by 
almost $7,000,” noted Andrews.

She explained the city’s allocation has been 
increasing the past several years since a “huge drop 
in 2010.”

Regarding Callahan Park, Andrews said, 
“Everybody knows it’s really a wonderful recre-
ational facility.”

However, she added the city has not done much 
work there recently other than at the ice rink.

To illustrate the work that needs done at 
Callahan Park, Andrews and Dolan brought photo-
graphs showing cracked sidewalks, a rusty fence, 

Callahan Park on list 
of CDBG projects
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