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POETRY: We had a 
visit from George Santora 
on Friday, who brought 
us an emotional poem to 
share, called I Will Come 
to You in the Silence.

How do we survive 
this fearful flight?

When all seems 
wrong, “this can’t be 
right.”

Is it a delusion or am I 
going mad?

I pray to God I won’t 
be sad.

It’s starting to pass, I’ll 
be all right.

It’s just a lesson, to 
learn to fight.

The devil’s fallen and 
I won the right

To trust my faith with 
all my might.

Thanks again, my 
heavenly friend.

You’re always there, to 
the end.

It’s OK to worry, it’s a 
way to heal,

And prove to yourself, 
you always prevail.

Just trust your faith 
that lives within

It’s just a reminder not 
to give up.

I’ll teach my brothers 
and sisters too

To be on guard and not 
be fooled.

It’s just an illusion he’s 
running again

You won’t give up. You 
will not sin.

George is battling can-
cer, and we wish him all 
the best.

———
FINDING LOVE IN 

PANDEMIC: A recent 
survey has found that, 
while staying home 
means staying safe, sin-
gles are willing to travel 
longer distances for dates.

In fact, in a survey of 
over 3,200 singles con-
ducted by the lifestyle 
website EverydayCarry.
com, dedicated to our 
everyday essentials, the 
average single person in 
Pennsylvania is happy to 
spend 2.3 hours travel-
ling to a date (compared 
to a national average of 
2.3 hours), and men are 
even more keen, willing 
to spend 2.7 hours get-
ting there. And 1 in 4 of 
us would actually travel 
interstate for a date.

A third of men are 
open to a long distance 
relationship since the 
pandemic began (com-
pared to just a quarter 
of women); and 20% 
of those men would 
be prepped with an 
overnight bag and their 
essential everyday 
carry — phone, wallet, 
compass, whatever else 
works — to go on that 
long distance date.
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A Halloween lawn party and dance, consisting of skeletons of all types, can be 
seen along South Nine Mile Road in Allegany, N.Y.

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Monday is the last 
day to register to vote 
before the Nov. 3 gener-
al election.

As of Tuesday, 
the Pennsylvania 
Department of State 
data reported 25,386 
registered voters 
in McKean County. 
There were 15,413 
Republicans and 6,482 
Democrats. There were 
2,224 voters with no 
affiliation, and 1,267 
listed as “all other vot-
ers.”

For online applica-
tions, there were 2,563 
in total. Of those, 1,837 
were applications of 
new voters, while 726 
were applications to 
change party affiliation. 
Of the online appli-
cations, 587 were to 
register as Democrats, 
1,574 were to register 
as Republicans and 402 
were in the category of 
“other.”

The data indicated 
that the majority of 
voters who switched 
parties so far this year 
in McKean County 
were Democrats 
who changed to 
Republicans. The state 
department indicated 
255 Democrats switched 
to Republican, while 
138 voters who were 
registered under anoth-
er party affiliation had 
changed to Republican.

The data indicated 93 
Republicans switched 
to Democrat, while 62 
voters registered for 
other parties switched 
to Democrat. There 
were 36 Democrats and 
35 Republicans who 

changed their party 
affiliation to other par-
ties, according to the 
state department.

The data showed 
the highest number 
of voters in McKean 
County — 4,971 — were 
between the ages of 55 
to 64, followed by 4,232 
voters who are aged 65 
to 74, and 4,164 who 
are 45 to 54. The lowest 
number of voters per 
age group was for 18 to 
24 year olds, with 1,855 
registered voters.

The number of 
active versus inactive 
voters for each party 
was tracked as well. 
McKean County has 
5,748 active Democrats 
and 734 inactive. 
There are 14,316 active 
Republicans and 1,097 
inactive. For other 
parties, there are 2,932 
active voters and 559 
inactive.

According to infor-
mation compiled by 
the Center for Rural 
Pennsylvania, 17.1% 
of registered voters in 
McKean County were 
approved for mail-
in ballots. In Potter 
County, 15.3% of voters 
were approved; in Elk, 
20.2% and in Cameron, 
23.3% were approved.

In Elk County, there 
were 7,593 registered 
Democrats and 10,367 
registered Republicans. 
In Cameron County, 
there were 936 reg-
istered Democrats 
and 1,749 registered 
Republicans. In 
Potter County, there 
were 2,300 registered 
Democrats and 7,642 
registered Republicans.

Still time to 
register to vote

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

President Donald 
Trump will be in Erie on 
Tuesday for a campaign 
rally.

On Friday, Donald 
J. Trump for President 
Inc. announced a “Make 
America Great Again” 
rally to be held at the Erie 
International Airport, 
4645 W. 12th St., at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday.

Doors will open at 
4 p.m. for general admis-
sion.

Trump was in Erie 

in October 2018 at the 
Erie Insurance Arena to 
hold a rally in support 
of the election cam-
paigns of Pennsylvania 
Republican candidates 
like Congressman Glenn 
Thompson and Lou 
Bartletta, who was unsuc-
cessful in his bid to take 
the U.S. Senate seat occu-
pied by Sen. Bob Casey, 
D-Pa.

All attendees will 
be given a temperature 
check, masks which they 
are instructed to wear, 
and access to hand sani-
tizer.

Democratic candidate 

Joe Biden was in Erie 
County on Oct. 10, speak-
ing about jobs and eco-
nomic recovery.

Trump’s son Eric spoke 
to a small crowd of about 
250 outside the Bayfront 
Convention Center in 
September.

Tickets for the rally 
can be requested online 
from the Donald J. Trump 
for President website. In 
registering for the event, 
one acknowledges the 
risk of COVID-19 “and 
waive, release, and dis-
charge Donald J. Trump 

Trump to 
hold rally in Erie Tuesday
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President Donald Trump speaks in Erie in October 2018.

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

“We hear the question, ‘What did I do 
wrong?’ a lot. You didn’t do anything wrong, 
it’s just for whatever reason. Kids are kids.” — 
Cindy Wright

For parents who take a child to the pedi-
atrician and hear that the child is behind in 
an area of development, or for those who 
watch their child at daycare or another area 
with kids their age and notice a difference in 
progress, it can be difficult to know what to 
do next.

The coronavirus pandemic has interfered 
with many typical activities and interactions. 
However, life goes on despite the pandemic, 
and Early Intervention services are still key 
to helping children who struggle develop-
mentally.

Officials from the McKean County 
Department of Health Services report that 
referrals are down during the pandemic, and 
even those who have been referred are hard 
to reach.

Early Intervention staff and the service 
providers they work with have all adjusted 
to the pandemic restrictions, wearing masks 
whenever possible and incorporating tele-
communication for services as well. Karen 
Abbott, program specialist with the McKean 
County DHS, explained that all efforts are 

being made to keep families safe while still 
maintaining services for the child.

“Currently, our caseworkers haven’t been 
going into homes because of Covid. They 
offer tele-intervention over computer or 
telephone, and they have done a phenome-
nal job to make sure kids keep up on skills 
and don’t lose what they’ve gained,” Abbott 
explained.

Abbott also noted that service providers 
who have to make in-person visits are wear-
ing masks, although speech therapy does 
require mask removal to allow the patient to 
see the mouth of the service provider.

Early Intervention provides services for 
children from birth to age 3.

A requirement for assistance is the child 
has a 25% deficit or greater developmentally. 
If that is the case, they will receive assistance 
in coordinating services and ensuring the 
child is connected with a provider that is the 
right fit.

Cindy Wright, lead service worker for 
Early Intervention in McKean County, 
explained there are certain age ranges where 
referrals are most common, although ser-
vices are available at any time between birth 
and age 3.

“There’s a pocket around one-year-old. 
They are up walking, doing other things and 
have basic skills but at a year, it’s those more 
refined things,” Wright said. “The 24-28 
month old range — that’s a large group. It’s 
really that ‘Oh my gosh, this child is heading 
toward three and not saying a lot. We get 
referrals for all age groups, those are three of 
the clusters we get.”

Not only can Early Intervention help 
determine what help is needed and put par-
ents in touch with the right provider; they 
can also help families understand that the 
child’s progress is not a result of something 
parents did or didn’t do.

“The majority of referrals we get are for 

Early Intervention services make a difference
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