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Woolly worm: Richard 
Hannon captured a video 
of a woolly worm on 
a mission on Saturday. 
Despite its fast pace and 
obviously busy schedule, 
The Era staff managed to 
capture a screenshot of 
the fellow.

The woolly worm is 
also known as the wool-
ly bear, fuzzy bear or 
Hedgehog Caterpillar, 
because of its tendency to 
curl up in a ball and “play 
dead” when threatened.

According to lore, 
the fuzzy crawler has 13 
segments to its body, and 
therefore its color com-
binations are a precursor 
to the 13 weeks of winter 
ahead.

Looking at the woolly 
bear, if its head is dark, 
the beginning of winter 
will be “severe,” while 
the other end of the bear 
being dark means cold 
just before spring. Both of 
these look to be true for 
us, based on our friend in 
the photo. There are other 
versions of this predic-
tion, however: the look of 
the coat and the direction 
of travel. If the woolly 
bear’s coat is very full, the 
winter will be cold. Based 
on this one, I’d say we are 
in for a cold winter.

Also, the woolly bear 
headed in a southerly 
direction is trying to 
escape the cold weath-
er, while a woolly bear 
traveling north means 
we may see a milder 
winter. From the video, 
it was hard to say what 
direction the woolly bear 
is traveling. So be on the 
lookout for a woolly bear 
of your own to use for 
this particular prediction.

The woolly bear is so 
popular that the people 
of Vermilion, Ohio, cel-
ebrate with a “Woolly 
Bear Festival” — a one-
day festival held since 
1973. Meanwhile, a 
Woolly Worm Festival is 
held the third weekend 
of October in Banner 
Elk, NC., complete with 
woolly worm races that 
begin at 10:20 a.m. on 
Saturday. The races con-
tinue throughout the day, 
and a grand final is run 
at 4 p.m. There is a cash 
prize for the winning 
woolly worm’s “trainer.”

Watch for more wool-
ly worm news later this 
week.

Today’s Weather

Sunny /A-12
Contact The Era at:

Business 
office/814-368-3173

Newsroom/814-362-6531
news@bradfordera.com

Follow us on:

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Pennsylvania’s federal law-
makers are split down party lines 
with the impeachment inquiry 
into President Donald Trump.

Republicans U.S. Sen. 
Pat Toomey and Rep. Glenn 
Thompson both said Trump’s 
phone call with President 
Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine 
did not rise to the level of 

impeachment.
“The memorandum released 

by the White House today 
reveals no quid pro quo,” 
Toomey said. “While the con-
versation reported in the mem-
orandum relating to alleged 
Ukrainian corruption and Vice 
President Biden’s son was inap-
propriate, it does not rise to the 
level of an impeachable offense.”

Meanwhile, Thompson 
called the inquiry a “stunt” 

and had some harsh words for 
Congressional Democrats.

“Speaker Pelosi may have 
formally announced an impeach-
ment inquiry yesterday, but 
it’s clear this stunt began on 
January 20, 2017. There are some 
in Congress who simply cannot 
accept the outcome of the presi-
dential election,” Thompson said.

“You heard collusion, con-
spiracy, and doing away with 
the electoral college,” he said, 

listing off things raised by the 
Democrats since Trump was 
elected.

“Now you’re going to hear 
impeachment, term limits for 
the Supreme Court, and other 
socialist ideas with the only goal 
of winning elections,” the con-
gressman said. “What we’re not 
hearing are the best and brightest 
ideas on how to better the lives 

Pa. lawmakers split on impeachment decision
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Department of Labor 
& Industry (L&I) Deputy 
Secretary for Workforce 
Development Eileen 
Cipriani visited Zippo 
Manufacturing Company 
on Wednesday to tour the 
facility and announced 
the company’s new reg-
istered apprenticeship 
program for machinists in 
McKean County.

“Zippo has a histo-
ry of providing quality 
apprenticeships, and they 
are adding another pro-
gram,” Cipriani said. “It 
is important to recognize 
local talent, and individ-
uals can ‘earn while you 
learn’ with an apprentice-
ship. They also get a jour-
neyman’s certification, 
which stays with you for 
life.”

The apprenticeship, 
which will help prepare 
workers for new jobs in 
the manufacturing indus-
try, is an addition to the 
programs Zippo already 
has in place.

Zippo adds new machinist apprenticeship program
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Department of Labor & Industry (L&I) Deputy Secretary for Workforce Development Eileen Cipriani discusses 
the importance of apprenticeship programs during her visit to Zippo Manufacturing Company Wednesday. Zippo ...  page A-12

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

John C. Roche died in combat just 
13 days after receiving his commis-
sion as a second lieutenant.

For 100 years, Roche’s name has 
been immortalized in the name of 
Bradford’s Lt. John C. Roche VFW 
Post 212. But a century is a long time, 
and many have forgotten the story 
behind the “Bradford boy” — one 
of many who died in action during 
World War I.

As the Post 212 celebrates its 100th 
anniversary this year, members are 
reminded of the man whose memory 
the post honors.

It was just by chance early this 
summer that VFW Senior Vice 
Commander Steven Belleville hap-
pened upon Roche’s gravesite near 
the top of St. Bernard Cemetery.

“We didn’t even know it existed,” 
he explained.

It was clear that it had been awhile 
since the gravestone had received 
any TLC, so Belleville, Chaplain Jim 

Lt. John C. Roche VFW Post 
212 celebrating 100 years
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A group of locals recently discovered and cleaned the St. Bernard Cemetery gravesite of Lt. 
John C. Roche. The Lt. John C. Roche VFW Post 212 is his namesake. From left are VFW 
Chaplain Jim Long, VFW historian and Senior Vice Commander Steven Belleville, Lanny 
Layton and VFW Commander Steve Kloss.
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When Senior Vice Commander 
Steven Belleville came across the 
gravesite of Lt. John C. Roche in St. 
Bernard Cemetery, it was clear the 
site had not been maintained in quite 
some time.
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The Veterans Monument in Willow Dale Cemetery looks like new now that a group of 
Bradford area residents took on the task of cleaning it.
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