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FLOWER: While the 
local Mountain Laurels in 
the Allegheny National 
Forest and other forested 
areas put on a beautiful 
show earlier this summer, 
the lovely state flower 
can also pack a poisonous 
punch.

That’s the word from 
information found online 
on the flowering bush 
botanically referred to as 
kalmia latifolia, or collo-
quially as the calico-bush 
or spoonwood.

The broad-leaved 
evergreen shrub is of the 
heather family and is 
native to eastern United 
States with its range 
stretching from southern 
Maine south to north-
ern Florida, and west to 
Indiana and Louisiana. It 
is not only the state flow-
er of Pennsylvania, but 
also of Connecticut.

The flowers on the 
plant are round, ranging 
from light pink to white 
and occur in clusters 
that bloom in May and 
June on rocky slopes and 
mountainous forest areas.

But here’s the kicker 
— all parts of the plant 
are poisonous!

Who would have 
guessed these beautiful 
plants, so admired in the 
area and across a wide 
multi-state region, could 
present such a danger? 
But they do.

All parts of the plant 
are toxic, if ingested. 
Specifically, the plant 
is poisonous to several 
animals, including hors-
es, goats, cattle, deer, 
monkeys and humans 
due to grayanotoxin and 
arbutin. Additionally, the 
green parts of the plant, 
flowers, twigs and pollen 
are all toxic, including 
food products made from 
them. This includes toxic 
honey that may produce 
neurotoxic and gastro-
intestinal symptoms in 
humans eating more than 
a modest amount.

While this informa-
tion is sobering, it prob-
ably won’t deter area 
residents from taking 
their annual drives to 
the national forest on 
beautiful days to catch 
sight of the magnificent 
white and pink bush-
es. The vision could be 
compared to another 
local spectacle that could 
also present danger: the 
gorgeous, black bears 
sometimes seen lumber-
ing across a hillside, field 
or road.
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PITTSBURGH — The University of Pittsburgh at Bradford will 
see a tuition hike for the coming school year.

On Wednesday, the University of Pittsburgh’s board of trustees 
approved the operating and capital budgets for the 2019-20 academ-
ic year.

Dr. Catherine Koverola, president of Pitt-Bradford and Pitt-
Titusville, said that while there is a rise in tuition, there is also his-
toric investment in student aid.

“The university always tries to hold tuition increases as low 
as possible,” Koverola said. “This 2019-20 budget provides more 
financial aid to students than ever before in the university’s history, 
reflecting our staunch commitment to ensuring access to a Pitt edu-
cation.”

She went to say, “We continue to provide outstanding academic 
programs, groundbreaking research and impactful community ser-
vice.”

In the announcement from Pitt, officials said one of the larg-
est expenditures in the $2.4 billion budget was a $130 million 
investment in “supporting students with financial need” through 
the “most significant restructuring of student financial aid in the 
University’s history.

“This investment includes the Pitt Success Pell Match Program, 
a novel access and affordability program that matches students’ 
federal Pell Grant support dollar-for-dollar in an effort to reduce the 
financial roadblocks to a world-class Pitt education.”

The expected increases were broken down based on tuition for 
state residents and those who attend the university from outside of 
Pennsylvania, as well as factoring in attendance at main campus and 
majoring in specific areas.

University of Pittsburgh 
approves budget with tuition hike

By KATE DAY SAGER
kdsager@bradfordera.com

Following last year’s Bradford Garden 
Tour, Dan and Sandy O’Brien thought 
they would likely downsize the elabo-
rate garden at their Forman Street home 
because of the work involved.

The O’Briens not only didn’t down-
size their beautiful garden on Forman 
Street, but instead “upsized” it and are 
now regularly showing it off to local and 
out-of-town visitors.

“I’ve tried to put in a lot of variegat-
ed hostas so I didn’t have to plant so 
many annuals,” Dan O’Brien said on 
Wednesday prior to showing the proper-
ty to the Jamestown (N.Y.) Garden Club. 
“I still like annuals, but it gets to be a ton 
of work.”

Sandy O’Brien noted they’ve 
reduced the number of annuals from 
approximately 900 to 700 plants, which 

‘Enchanted 
Garden’ in 
Bradford still 
going strong
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Bradford resident Sandy O’Brien, foreground, shows her “Enchanted Garden” flowers and 
fish pond to Jamestown (N.Y.) Garden Club members Denise Heppeler and Alison Churchill 
Wednesday. O’Brien and her husband, Dan, said community residents and groups are wel-
come to visit their beautiful 15 Forman St. garden this summer.Garden ...  page A-10
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KANE — All the teens and 
young adults who met Wednesday 
in Kinzua Bridge Visitors Center 
had at least one thing in common: 
They love the natural world.

Hailing from St. Marys and the 
surrounding region, they are all 
participants in the Pennsylvania 
Outdoor Corps, a program 
designed to develop workforce 
skills and an interest in conserva-
tion. To that end, the corps mem-
bers offer physical labor to make 
improvements in Pennsylvania’s 
state parks.

Participants in a local crew had 
a chance Wednesday morning to 
meet John Norbeck, deputy sec-
retary of the state Department 
of Conservation and Natural 
Resources, when he held an infor-
mal meeting with them Wednesday 
morning in one of the center’s 
classrooms.

While those seasoned in the 
working world shared their career 
journeys and offered advice to 
the corps participants, the young 
workers were invited to share their 
own stories, too. They went around 
the room to talk about why they 
joined the program and what they 
hope to do with their futures.

“We want to hear what 
you’re excited about,” Mike 
Piaskowski, DCNR manager of the 
Pennsylvania Outdoor Corps, told 
them.

Norbeck also talked about how 
the Pennsylvania Conservation 
Corps program began about four 
years ago.

DCNR deputy secretary attends 
program for Pa. Outdoor Corps
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John Norbeck, left, deputy secretary of the state Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources, and Mike Piaskowski, right in back, DCNR manager for the Pennsylvania Outdoor 
Corps, stand with employees in the program on the Kinzua Bridge Visitors Center deck.
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DCNR Deputy Secretary John Norbeck talks to participants in the Pennsylvania Outdoor Corps 
program Wednesday morning at Kinzua Bridge State Park. Corps ...  page A-10
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