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love this keepsake that 
Dick Thomas showed us: 
a 45-year record of the 
first day of snow.

On this board, Dick 
has kept track of the 
first day of significant 
snowfall every year since 
1975. He lives in Bradford 
Township across the 
street from St. Bernard 
Cemetery.

He stopped at the 
office on Monday, which 
was also the day of the 
first significant snowfall 
of 2020.

Dick has even added 
a few other noteworthy 
items on the board. For 
instance, 2014 was a 
tough winter, while 2015 
was a mild one. Heavy 
snow fell in the spring of 
1978 on April 7.

———
DRIVE SAFE IN 

THE SNOW: It’s that 
time of year again, and 
Pennsylvania Department 
of Transportation 
(PennDOT) District 1 is 
urging motorists to use 
caution while driving and 
avoid traveling during 
severe weather condi-
tions.

Motorists are reminded 
that roadways will not be 
free of snow while pre-
cipitation is falling. With 
freezing temperatures, 
roads that look wet may 
actually be icy, and extra 
caution is needed when 
approaching bridges and 
highway ramps where ice 
can form without warn-
ing. Motorists should 
leave plenty of space 
– six car lengths – when 
following a truck that 
is plowing or spreading 
winter materials.

For motorists who are 
traveling during times of 
snow or sleet, PennDOT 
offers this advice:

— Slow down gradu-
ally and drive at a speed 
that suits the conditions.

— Turn on your head-
lights. Increase your fol-
lowing distance.

— Stay alert, keep 
looking as far ahead as 
possible and be patient.

— Reduce in-car dis-
tractions since your full 
attention is required.

— During whiteouts, 
come to a complete stop 
only when you can safely 
get as far off the road as 
possible or when there is 
a safe area to do so.
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Partly Cloudy /A-10
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The McKean County 
Voter Registration 
& Elections office is 
prepped for one of 
the busiest days of the 
year, not only following 
regular security proce-
dures, but also taking 
steps in providing pan-
demic friendly voting 
locations.

Lisa Pratt, director 
of elections, explained 
numerous measures 
have been taken this 
year to make sure the 
voters and poll workers 
are as safe as possible.

“We have provided 
for the poll workers 
to use: cleaning sup-
plies, hand sanitizer, a 
plexiglass shield, face 
shields, face masks, 
tape to mark the floor 
with safe distances for 
voters to stand from 
each other while wait-
ing in line, disposable 
gloves and some other 
items,” she said.

When asked if 
she’s seen an election 
in the past that’s gar-
nered so much inter-
est, Pratt responded, 
“I have been with 
the Elections/Voter 
Registration office for 
two presidential elec-
tions and they always 
get the most attention.”

As for mail-in bal-
lots, Pratt said as of 
Friday, 4,976 had been 
mailed out, with 3,845 
returned.

Pratt also noted that 
all polling locations will 
be open on Election 
day. Additionally the 
last day a voter may 
return their voted/
absentee mail-in bal-
lot in-person to the 
Elections office is today 
between 7 a.m. and 
8 p.m. Voters must 
hand deliver their own 
absentee/mail-in ballot.

Voting in person: 
When arriving at the 
polling place, check in 
with the poll workers. 
Follow their instruc-
tions, as the check-in 
process may have 
changed.

 ■ After checking in, 
the voter will be direct-
ed by a poll worker to a 
voting station, and the 
worker will set up the 
electronic machine

 ■ Make selections 
by touching the screen.

 ■ Use the 
PREVIOUS and NEXT 
buttons to switch 
between contests on the 
ballot.

 ■ Review selections 
on the summary screen.

 ■ Check that you 
have voted all the con-
tests you want to vote 
and confirm your selec-
tions.

 ■ You do not have 
to vote every contest.

 ■ Check the maxi-
mum number of candi-
dates you are allowed 
to select for each office.

 ■ You may select 
fewer than the maxi-
mum number of candi-
dates.

 ■ To make a change, 
touch the contest and 
change your selection.

 ■ If satisfied with 
your selections, touch 
RETURN CARD to 
print the ballot.

 ■ Confirm selections 
on the printed ballot.

 ■ If you want to 
make a change after the 
ballot is printed, you 
will need help from 
a poll worker to start 
over.

 ■ Give your spoiled 
ballot to the poll work-
er.

 ■ Insert the bal-
lot back into the 
ExpressVote. The ballot 
will be scanned and 
deposited into a secure 
container.

 ■ A poll worker may 
be nearby to help you.

 ■ If you see a mes-
sage saying the ballot 
was NOT successfully 
cast, you may need 
to review your ballot 
again.

 ■ If you do not 
understand the mes-
sage on the screen, ask 
for help from a poll 
worker.

 ■ Your ballot is cast 
when you see a confir-
mation screen.

Elections office 
geared up 

for busy day

While some families 
contemplated pulling 
out the Christmas lights 
and trees early this year, 
Mother Nature did some 
decorating of her own 
Sunday night and she 
must’ve been dreaming of 
a white Christmas.

Bill Gartner, meteorol-
ogist from the National 

Weather Service in State 
College, said Bradford 
received 5.5 inches of 
snow while Kane aver-
aged at around 6 inches 
from Sunday night into 
Monday morning.

Don’t expect that snow 
to stick around long 
though, as Gartner said 
“as the cold front moves 
away, the warm air will 
be coming in.”

While today is sup-
posed to remain a bit 
chilly with a high in the 
upper 40s, the rest of this 
week will bring along 
some much appreciated 

sunshine, along with day-
time temperatures in the 
lower 60s and nighttime 
temperatures in the upper 
30s to low 40s.

Gartner explained that 
such seasonal fluctua-
tions are “quite normal” 
around this time of year 
and we shouldn’t expect 
steady snow and frigid 
temperatures just yet.

“We won’t get solidly 
cold until late November 
to mid December,” noted 
Gartner. “It’s just like 
springtime, it takes time 
to change.”

Snow isn’t here to stay
Warmer 

temperatures 
expected this 

week 

Era photo by Ruth Bogdan

Bradford City experienced its first real snowfall overnight from Sunday into 
Monday. Veterans Square was still covered with snow Monday afternoon.

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

While McKean County 
is still considered at mod-
erate risk for COVID-19, 
there is no plan to change 
from in-person education 
in the Bradford Area 
School District.

On Monday, Gov. Tom 
Wolf and Secretary of 
Health Dr. Rachel Levine 
released a weekly sta-
tus update detailing the 
state’s mitigation efforts 
based on the COVID-19 
Early Warning Monitoring 
System Dashboard.

This week’s update 

compares the period of 
Oct. 23 to 29 to the previ-
ous seven days, Oct. 16 to 
22. The level of commu-
nity transmission is used 
as a basis for the recom-
mendations for Pre-K to 
12 schools to determine 
instructional models.

McKean County’s 
number of cases went 
from 13 cases in the pre-
vious 7 days to 38 cases 
in the most recent 7 days. 
The county also went 
from a rate of 31.7 per 
100,000 residents to 92.8 
per 100,000 residents in 
the most recent seven-day 
window.

Bradford 
Superintendent Katy Pude 
explained Monday that at 
this time there will be no 
change in the instruction-
al model for any of the 
schools in the Bradford 
Area School District.

“Although our county 

and community continue 
to remain in a moderate 
phase, we have not seen 
any additional students or 
staff test positive beyond 
the three that we report-
ed. Those individuals, as 
well as those who were 
quarantined due to hav-
ing close contacts with 
them, are either all back 
in our buildings or will 
be by Wednesday,” Pude 
said.

The superintendent 
continued, “We all know 
how important it is for 
our students to be in 
school and I have learned 
that both the PDE and the 
DOH will be in contact 
with McKean County 
schools should we move 
into the substantial phase 
to discuss options. I am 
hopeful that the spread 
will remain low in our 

McKean County at moderate risk

BASD to 
continue 
in-person 
education

Photo submitted

This photo 
of a rainbow 
at the end 
of Boylston 
Street was 
taken Sunday 
from the 
third floor 
window of 
the Bradford 
Flatiron, 11 
Boylston St. 
The home is 
owned by Tim 
and Kristin 
Asinger.
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The polls are open today from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Now is not the time to 
relax our efforts to curb 
the spread of COVID-19, 
according to one Bradford 
Area High School grad-
uate.

Dr. Dan Reichart, a 
1991 graduate of Bradford 
Area High School, started 
a project in March to help 
people understand the 
impact our actions have 
on how quickly the dis-
ease spreads — and ulti-
mately how many people 
die.

Reichart is a professor 
of physics and astronomy 
at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill.

While he is not an 
epidemiologist, through 
his profession he has 
become quite skilled at 
modeling data. Realizing 

that exponential growth 
such as that shown by a 
spreading virus is diffi-
cult to visualize, he and 
two associates sought to 
illustrate it. They did that 
using the rate at which 
the number of known U.S. 
COVID-19 cases doubles.

The team had been 
posting the data to 
Reichart’s website and 
Facebook page.

With the start of the 
new semester this fall, 
Reichart had announced 
that he wouldn’t have 
time to keep up with 
the postings during the 
term. However, he is still 
watching how the pan-
demic is progressing.

“We had a bit of a 
respite in August and 
September, but things 
started getting worse 

Reichart: ‘Remain 
vigilant’ in curbing 
COVID-19 spread
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