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JOURNEY: As Apollo 
11 prepared for its journey 
into space, ’Round the 
Square shared some tid-
bits of moon pop culture.

Readers learned of 
songs and poems written 
about the moon. The first 
map of the moon was cre-
ated more than 300 years 
prior, in 1650.

The column for 
Saturday, July 19, 1969 — 
three days after Apollo 
11 launched — included 
a Bradford connection to 
the spectacle:

“The husband of 
a former Bradfordian 
appeared on network 
television late Sunday 
afternoon from Flagstaff, 
Ariz., in conjunction 
with the report on the 
astrogeological aspects 
of this nation’s mis-
sion to the moon. He is 
Robert D. Regan, Ph.D 
candidate in astrogeolo-
gy from Michigan State 
University. He is the 
husband of the former 
Betsy McGrail and the 
son-in-law of Mrs. M.A. 
McGrail, 136 Kennedy 
St., and the late Dr. 
McGrail.”

The morning edition 
of the July 21, 1969, Era 
proclaimed in large capi-
tal letters across the front 
page, “THEY’RE THERE!”

Then-staff reporter 
Ronald Kloss, who later 
became Era sports editor, 
interviewed locals on 
their reaction to the news. 
The article, “Bradfordians 
Greet Moon Story with 
Enthusiasm,” appeared 
on Page 1 that just below 
photos of the astronauts.

Mrs. James Garrigan 
told Kloss she felt that the 
moon landing had been 
“tremendous and one 
of the most stupendous 
things that has taken 
place.”

G.W. Matthews said, 
“Who knows what may 
happen in 25 years? After 
landing on the moon, 
nothing seems impossi-
ble.”

Nine-year-old Bernard 
White and 11-year-old 
Michael Welch were 
proud the first men on the 
moon were Americans, 
and they agreed they 
would enjoy a chance to 
go to the moon someday.

“I couldn’t believe it,” 
said Mrs. Karen Browdy 
of Gregory Avenue. “The 
whole activity seemed 
like it wasn’t real.” But 
it was “really exciting” 
watching the moonwalk 
on screen.

Monday, July 21, 1969 
— the day after the his-
toric moonwalk — was 
celebrated as a national 
holiday. The day was 
called “Moonday” in the 
pages of The Era, and the 
newspaper listed day-
long closings of munici-
palities, school and other 
institutions.
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By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

The Main Street streetscape project is well under-
way, and is on schedule.

Sara Andrews, executive director of the Office of 
Economic and Community Development, gave an 
update of the project earlier this week.

“We are very pleased with the work performed by 
M and B Services to date,” she said. “Despite a rainy 
May & June, they are on schedule. Other than the 
weather, there have been no significant issues holding 
up construction.”

The project began in front of the Main Street Movie 
House and is progressing along that side of the street 
first. The crew has reached the Main Street Mercantile 
and The Bradford Era.

The businesses will remain open during the project, 
and a path for accessing the buildings will be avail-
able for customers.

Andrews explained there have been some changes 
to the project since it began.

“We have made a few on-site changes with the con-
tractor with respect to the location of the trees and to 
address sidewalk ADA compliance with respect to the 

Main Street streetscape project on schedule
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Crews from M & B Services of Clarion and 6V Excavation of Bradford work on 
the sidewalk in front of the Main Street Mercantile Monday afternoon. Project ...  page A-8

By KATE DAY SAGER
kdsager@bradfordera.com

For the first time in 
more than two decades, 
participants of the Kids & 
Cancer Motorcycle Benefit 
Run will gather on East 
Main Street in Bradford 
for the end-of-ride cele-
bration.

The 22nd-annual 
motorcycle benefit run, 
which has donated over 
$500,000 to children, 
individuals and families 
fighting cancer and other 
life-threatening illnesses 
in Pennsylvania, New 
York state and other areas, 
will be held July 27.

Dave Geitner, Kids 
& Cancer committee 
chairperson said the 
end-of-ride event was 
moved to East Main Street 
near Kendall Avenue as 

its previous location in 
downtown Bradford is 
currently undergoing 
replacement of sidewalks 
and landscaping as part 
of the Streetscape project.

Event registration 
is $25 per person and 
will be held from 9 to 
11:45 a.m. at the Zippo/
Case Visitors Center’s 
south parking lot on 
Congress Street. Those 
who pre-register by July 
25 will receive event 
T-shirts, and the first 500 
registrants will receive 
event pins. In addition, all 
registrants will receive a 
$5 food voucher to use at 
participating restaurants 
on East Main Street.

“We’ll have a couple 
of testimonials during the 
event from people we’ve 
helped,” Geitner said, 

Kids & Cancer 
event revving up 
for July 27 benefit
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Dave Geitner, foreground, chairman of the Kids & Cancer Motorcycle Benefit Run, 
and Bill Black, committee member, are shown on their motorcycles in the parking 
lot of Togi’s Restaurant which will be used for end-of-run festivities during the 
July 27 fundraiser on East Main Street in Bradford.Benefit ...  page A-8

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

It will be a history lesson Eliot Ness Fest 
attendees won’t soon forget.

When the second annual celebration of 
Prohibition Era justice comes to Coudersport 
this weekend, a re-enactment of the 1931 
trial against gangster Al Capone will be one 
of the featured activities.

The three-day event, set for Friday 
through Sunday, will also include a reunion 
of descendants of the “Untouchables,” 
Ness’s group of law enforcement officers. 
A musical production about Ness will also 
debut this weekend.

This year’s event will be “bigger, more 
comprehensive and better organized,” said 
Paul Heimel, an event committee member 
and Ness biographer. “Everyone I spoke 
with at last year’s festival — and that was 
a lot of people — expressed plans to come 
back this year and bring friends. I think 
we’ll far exceed last year’s turnout of an 
estimated 4,500.”

The People vs. Alphonse Capone will 
unfold twice: at 5 p.m. Saturday and 1 p.m. 
Sunday, condensing “11 days of testimony 
and drawn-out legalities into a 70-minute 
performance that tells the story of the trial 
with some entertaining insertions to hold 
the audience’s interest,” explained Heimel.

He noted that while Ness will appear as 
a witness during the re-enactment, he did 
not testify in the tax evasion case against 
Capone.

“We have an actual federal prosecutor, 
Scott Sroka from the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
in Washington, D.C., serving as the prosecu-
tor of Capone. He is the grandson of Agent 
Joe Leeson, one of the “Untouchables” who 
served under Ness’s command in gangland 
Chicago,” said Heimel. “Interestingly, Scott 
will be calling his own grandfather as a gov-
ernment witness.”

As for the inaugural Untouchables 
reunion, Heimel said at least five descen-
dants of the group that battled “organized 
crime in Chicago” will travel from four 

Eliot Ness Fest to feature trial 
re-enactment, Untouchables reunion
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Vintage cars and period attire will turn the small town of Coudersport into a Roaring ’20s 
city during Eliot Ness Fest Friday through Sunday.
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Scott Sroka, left, grandson of “Untouchable” agent Joe Leeson, and author A. Brad 
Schwartz pose in front of the Ness family home in Coudersport, where Ness died in 1957. 
They’ll host a first-ever reunion of Untouchables descendants at this year’s Eliot Ness 
Fest. Fest ...  page A-8
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