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VETS: Veterans Day 
is a day to show appreci-
ation to members of the 
military, past and present.

If you’re like us, you 
wonder how to best 
express your appreciation 
for the sacrifices of veter-
ans and their families. We 
turned to Military.com to 
find out what is recom-
mended.

The first suggestion 
may not be possible this 
year: Attend a parade or a 
service for veterans.

Next, donate. There are 
lots of legitimate organi-
zations that help veterans 
and their families.

Number 3: Fly a flag, 
correctly.

Ask someone about 
their service. And listen 
to their stories. How long 
did they serve? What 
branch, what did they 
do? Did anyone else 
in their family serve? 
What was your favorite 
moment or memory from 
your time?

Write: Write a simple 
postcard or an e-card that 
recognizes them. If you 
don’t know a veteran, 
check with local nursing 
homes to see if you can 
send a card there for a 
veteran. Small acts of rec-
ognizing someone’s ser-
vice are appreciated.

Don’t confuse 
Veterans Day with 
Memorial Day. Veterans 
Day recognizes those 
who are serving or have 
served, and are still with 
us. Memorial Day honors 
those who have passed 
away.

Talk to a veteran in 
your own family, say 
something on social 
media, pay for a meal in a 
restaurant, buy products 
and patronize businesses 
that support veterans.

Pray for them, for 
their safety, their peace of 
mind, physical well-being 
and for their spouses and 
children too.

Drop off dinner to a 
veteran and their family, 
or a gift card for them 
to order at their conve-
nience.

Be kind, be respectful, 
be honorable.
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By SALLY COSTIK
Special to The Era

November 11, 1918. A 
reporter at the Bradford 
Era heard the news first, 
at 3:16 a.m. World War I 
was over. Germany had 
surrendered. The armi-
stice had been signed at 
5 a.m., Paris time, and all 
hostilities would cease at 
11 a.m. — on ‘the eleventh 
hour of the eleventh day 
of the eleventh month.’

He quickly sent the 
word to Chief Henderson 
of the Bradford Fire 
Department who imme-
diately rang the fire bell. 
By 3:30 a.m., nearly every 
bell, whistle, and siren in 
Bradford was proclaiming 
the news. It was reported 
that “it was but a few 
moments before many cit-
izens were on the streets, 
fully intent upon doing 
their share in the general 
jubilation and from that 
early hour this morning 
the exuberance of den-
izens of the city found 
outlet in every imaginable 
form of noise-making 
device, from the human 
voice to locomotive bells 
mounted on auto trucks.” 
Bradford was happy. 
Deliriously happy.

By 4 a.m., the Citizens 
band had assembled 
and an impromptu pro-
cession consisting of 
scores of automobiles 
decorated with flags of 
the United States and the 
allied nations, tri-colored 
bunting, and festoons 
of paper, trite mottoes 
hurriedly written on card-
board, colored lights and 
horns, sirens, bells, whis-
tles, and other sounds, all 
followed by hundreds of 
joyful people, figuratively 
if not literally, dancing in 
the streets.

Men, women, and 
children, many who had 
quickly dressed to join 
the celebration, joined in 
as the parade passed. A 
locomotive bell, mounted 
on a truck, drove through 
the streets, continuously 
clanging to wake anyone 
who had not yet heard 
the news. As the morn-
ing went on, men on 
their way to work threw 
down their lunch pails 
and joined the marchers. 
Grandmothers held the 
hands of their grandchil-
dren, mothers carried 
their babies, little boys 
darted here and there, 
and everyone, every-
where, was smiling.

By lunchtime, hun-
dreds of automobiles from 
surrounding towns came 
into the city, gaily deco-
rated, and the speeding of 
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Bradford 
celebrates end 

of World War I
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By FRAN DE LANCEY
frdelancey@gmail.com

SMETHPORT — 
The McKean County 
Commissioners in a 
proclamation approved 
Tuesday during their 
regularly scheduled 
meeting urged public 
support for military 
veterans and their 
service and contribu-
tions to the country 
as the nation observes 
Veterans Day today.

As stated in the 
proclamation, “The 
greatest acknowledg-
ment of our freedom 
is to honor our armed 
forces veterans, and in 
many instances, have 
paid the ultimate price 
for our freedom.”

According to the 
proclamation, McKean 
County recognizes 
and respects each and 
every county veter-
an and their families 
for their sacrifices in 
service and the com-
missioners, along 
with millions of other 
Americans, can attest 
to the importance of 
their sacrifices and 
contributions for our 
freedom and security.

While recognizing 

the county’s approxi-
mately 500 veterans for 
their contributions to 
the county’s economic, 
social and political 
successes through 
programs and active 
participation, the 
commissioners said 
the men and women 
of our armed forces 
serve as an inspiration 
to us through their 
demonstration of cour-
age, leadership and 
commitment in service 
to our community and 
country.

The proclamation 
also realizes that many 
veterans who gave so 
much of themselves 
returned home without 
any recognition and 
were denied opportu-
nities and community 
support.

Concluding, the 
proclamation states 
“Be it resolved that in 
observance of Veterans 
Day, November 11, 
2020, McKean County 
proudly joins the rest 
of our nation to salute 
and give special honor 
and recognition to the 
men and women who 
served in each of our 
armed forces.”

Commissioners 
approve veterans 

proclamation
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RISE decorated this pine tree at the intersection of Main Street and Festival Way 
in front of Tops Friendly Market for Veterans Day to honor those who served. The 
public is invited to take a photo with a veteran they know and hang a flag. The 
Blaisdell Foundation, Pure Tech and the Children's Ministry at the First United 
Methodist Church also assisted with the project.

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Bradford City Council addressed the 
rumors currently circulating related to 
Bradford Regional Medical Center and 
upcoming changes to the facility.

Councilman Brad Mangel noted 
the council can not do much, but the 
hope is that the hospital remains a 
community hospital, as it has been in 
our community for many, many years. 
However, Mangel noted, “this has 
been an ongoing fact: rural hospitals in 
Pennsylvania are struggling.” Mangel 
noted hospitals were struggling prior to 
the onset of the coronavirus pandemic, 
and this has just added to the challenge. 
He concluded by noting, “I think City 
Council will take every step they can to 
retain a community hospital in the City 
of Bradford.”

McDonald also spoke, noting that 

he had spoken with Upper Allegheny 
Health System’s CEO, Jeff Zewe, recent-
ly and that finances were a concern. 
One rumor currently circulating is that 
surgeries will no longer be conducted at 
BRMC.

“The pandemic made scheduling 
elective surgeries all but impossible. 
You may remember the news story from 
last spring, in March and April, that the 
hospital missed out on a lot of money 
because we were encouraging people 
not to go to hospitals,” McDonald said. 
“When people don’t go to hospitals, 
money doesn’t go to hospitals.”

He also noted, “Not only would 
the decision to drop surgeries displace 
and eliminate an unacceptable amount 
of jobs, should this happen the way 
we have been hearing it might, the 

City Council addresses 
potential changes at BRMC
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