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AAA says drive to sur-
vive: Hazardous storms 
and inclement weather 
are a factor in more than 
half a million crashes 
and more than 2,000 
road deaths every win-
ter, according to research 
from the AAA Foundation 
for Traffic Safety.

To help keep drivers 
safe on the road, AAA 
offers the following tips 
for driving in winter 
weather:

— Stay Home. Your 
best bet for staying safe 
when the weather is poor 
is not going out unless 
you have to.

— Do not tailgate. 
Normal following dis-
tances of three to four 
seconds on dry pavement 
should be extended to a 
minimum of five to six 
seconds when driving on 
slippery surfaces.

— Never use cruise 
control on slippery roads. 
If your vehicle hydro-
planes or skids, you will 
lose the ability to regain 
some traction simply by 
lifting off the accelerator.

— Slow down and 
adjust your speed to the 
road conditions. Leave 
yourself ample room to 
stop.

— Don’t slam on the 
brakes. If your car begins 
to skid, continue to steer 
in the direction you want 
the car to go.

— Use extreme cau-
tion on bridges and over-
passes. Black ice typical-
ly forms first in shaded 
areas of the roadway 
and on bridges and over-
passes that freeze first 
and melt last. Although 
the road leading up to a 
bridge may be fine, the 
bridge itself could be a 
sheet of ice.

To prepare a vehicle 
for the winter ahead, 
AAA recommends the fol-
lowing tips:

— Have your battery 
tested. Last winter in the 
region, AAA East Central 
jump started more than 
70,000 batteries and 
replaced nearly 25,000.

— Replace worn wind-
shield-wiper blades. If 
your climate is especially 
harsh, purchase one-
piece, beam-type or rub-
ber-clad “winter” blades 
to fight snow and ice 
buildup. Use cold-weath-
er windshield washer 
solvent and carry an ice 
scraper.

— Inspect your tires. 
Make sure all tires have 
adequate tread depth – 
at least 4/32” – as worn 
tires can affect a driver’s 
ability to stop in slick 
conditions.

— Carry an emergency 
kit equipped for winter 
weather. The kit should 
include sand or cat litter, 
a small shovel, flashlight, 
an ice scraper or snow 
brush, booster cables, a 
blanket, gloves or mittens 
and flares or reflective 
triangles.
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The police officers, firefighters, paramedics 
and dispatchers are your lifeline in an emergen-
cy. However, for many community members, 
those groups are just that - groups, nameless and 
faceless. The Era staff feel it is important to help 
strengthen the first responder-community bond, 
putting a face and a name to each of the people 
that make up these groups. We hope to feature all 
first responders throughout McKean County.

     First

Response
Name: Matthew Gustin
Title/Position: 

Patrolman/ School 
Resource Officer

Agency: City of 
Bradford Police Dept.

Length of time in posi-
tion: 6 yrs patrol, 2 yrs as 
SRO

What made you decide 

to become a first respond-
er?

Growing up I always 
dreamed of being in the 
Army and a Police Officer.

Who is your favorite 
superhero or super villain 
and why?

Superman because he is 
always fighting the good 

fight and helping people.
What is your favorite 

part of the job?
I really enjoy it when I 

get to help someone with 
the little things like chang-
ing a tire to catching the 
bad guy that victimized a 

Gustin
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From one of the Bradford area’s oldest businesses, Singer’s Country Store, to 
one of its newest, the Bradford Chocolate Factory, Small Business Saturday was 
a success for local businesses. At Singer’s Country Store, clerk Kyle Kleiderlein 
waits on customers. See Page A-10 for related photo.

Small Business Saturday brings out 
Christmas shoppers

Era photo by 
Wade Aiken

Tina Hilmes 
browses through 
the merchandise 
at the Marilyn 
Horne Museum 
and Exhibit 
Center during 
Museum Store 
Sunday.

Marilyn Horne Museum 
celebrates Museum Store Sunday

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

During the Christmas season, any-
one who ventures through Kane’s 
Evergreen Park in the evening will 
have a special treat: nearly 30,000 blue 
and white Christmas lights.

The lights — possible thanks to the 
Lights For Evergreen project — are 
on a timer that keeps them on from 
5:10 p.m. to midnight daily, according 
to Kim Cecchetti, founder of Lights For 
Evergreen.

The project brought the Kane com-
munity together a few years ago to 
bring illumination to the park.

“The community has been very pos-
itive and supportive,” said Ceccheti. 
“We have had an overwhelming 
response of how beautiful Evergreen 
Park looks lit up.”

She said there are 18 sponsored trees 
this year.

Sponsoring families purchase lights 
for a tree and bring them to the park 
to be put up, and they store the lights 
during the off-season. The Cecchettis 

Nearly 30,000 lights illuminate 
Kane’s Evergreen Park
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Evergreen Park in Kane is illuminated for the Christmas season. The lights are the result of a 
community-wide effort that began a few years ago.

Volunteer gift buy-
ers for The Era’s Less 
Fortunate (ELF) Fund 
can drop off gifts starting 
Tuesday.

Gifts should be 
wrapped and taken to 
the distribution center 
with the tag. This year’s 
distribution center is the 
former Goodwill store at 
75 Forman St., Bradford, 
owned by Varischetti & 
Sons of Brockway. This is 
the third year in a row the 
company has offered the 
space.

Drop gifts off between 
noon and 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday, 
or between 9 a.m. and 
noon on Saturday.

It is important that 
gifts arrive by noon 

Saturday, as The ELF 
Fund will begin to shop 
for unfilled tags at that 
time.

Gift distribution will 
be Dec. 13.

The annual senior 
party will take place 
before distribution this 
year, on Dec. 8 at the 
University of Pittsburgh 
at Bradford.

ELF gift drop-off 
begins Tuesday

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erastaff.43@gmail.com

Ernie Haase and 
Signature Sound (EHSS) 
entertained a full crowd 
while performing “A 
Jazzy Little Christmas” 
Sunday at Bromeley 
Family Theater as part 
of the Bradford Creative 
Performing Arts Center 
(BCPAC) 2019-2020 
Headline Series.

Donned in red vel-
vet jackets and sporting 
gold-plated microphones, 
the quartet started off 
day eight of their 21-day 
tour by singing “Happy 
Holidays,” complete with 
fake snow blasting to 
the crowd’s amazement. 
Next, the group delighted 
the audience with their 

own rendition of “Mr. 
Sandman” titled “Mr. 
Santa.”

During the show, 
Ernie Haase announced 
all proceeds from album 
sales and other merchan-
dise would go the New 
York Cares organization, 
founded by George H. W. 
Bush in 1990.

The group continued 
to delight the audience 
with other familiar 
Christmas tunes, such as 
“It’s Beginning to Look a 
Lot Like Christmas,” “We 
Three Kings” and their 
own special arrangement 
of “Silent Night.”

BCPAC President Fred 
Feightner said the near 
sold-out show was one 
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Ernie Haase and 
Signature Sound 
entertain crowd
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