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HOPE: Rose Hager of 
Bradford shared a poem 
written by her late hus-
band, Robert, with us. 
The poem, titled “Bob’s 
Prayer” was written 
around Christmas 2005 
but still rings true for 
today’s struggles. Mr. 
Hager passed away in 
2011.

“I need to pray
But what can I say
That makes any sense
In this world today?
Global warming
Is it really true
Oh well, ashes to ashes
What else is new?
A bottomless pit
Of crime and drugs
How many lives are
Swept under the rugs?
Politics and power
Say lie and cheat
Tell ‘em what they 

wanta hear
And millions you will 

defeat.
Atomic power
For industry and home
You mean dirty bombs 

and war
Where terrorists roam.
Our planet’s environ-

ment
Is totally abused
After all is polluted
We’ll cry the blues.
Dear God, I hope
That it’s not too late
For people to learn
It’s not right to hate.
Trouble and strife
Mistrust and greed
Daily life is tough 

when
Your word they don’t 

heed.
You barely survive
Any way you can
Many will never grow
To be a man.
If all is so dour
Humanity unkind
Pray to God
And open your mind.
Otherwise there can be
No truth or hope
Regardless of the lead-

ers
The clerics and pope.
If it’s not too late
I hope and pray
For all mankind
To worship God today.
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By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

A new year often 
means new beginnings. 
The Era reached out to 
the City of Bradford 
Office of Economic and 
Community Development 
to see which projects will 
be in the works for 2021.

Executive Director 
Shane Oschman said 
Main Street Manager 
Anita Dolan has been 
working hard on all of the 
grant applications needed 

for their upcoming proj-
ects, while Main Street 
Coordinator Sara Matzner 
is “chomping at the bit” 
to get some much needed 
downtown events back on 
the calendar.

Phase two of the Main 
Street Streetscape project 
is slated to be finished 
this year, including 
sidewalk work and new 
light poles stretching out 
around Main Street to the 
corner of Rookies, and 

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

The water level of Bradford’s reservoirs is back to 
full capacity.

“December’s rainfall and wintry precipitation 
have turned out to be a blessing in disguise, enabling 
the Bradford City Water Authority to see full reser-
voir levels to start out the new year,” said authority 
Executive Director Steve Disney, describing how the 
weather helped raise water levels.

He noted that all temporary water conservation 
efforts for Bradford customers have been lifted, and 
“There are no restrictions on water usage at this time.”

This news only applies to Bradford’s customers, 
not to people who get water service from a different 
water provider.

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection placed McKean County under a drought 
watch from Aug. 21 until Sept. 30, when the agency 
changed the drought watch to a drought warning. The 
drought warning has not been lifted.

Disney explained that drought designations were 
“due to Northwest Pennsylvania experiencing a rela-
tively mild 2019-2020 Winter, a drier than usual Spring 
and an exceptionally dry/hot Summer. This resulted 
in water aquifer recharge rates and surface flows to be 
well below normal levels.”

On Tuesday, Disney announced that — for the first 
time since June 2020 — all three of the authority’s 
reservoirs are at full capacity. This includes Heffner 

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

A Bradford Area High School 
grad is working to give people 
with functional limitations more 
independence.

Brenda Morris-Wilton, a 1978 
graduate of Bradford high, has 
developed a line of clothing — 
Authored Apparel — that is 
designed to be easier for some-
one with functional limitations to 
put on, and is also stylish. This is 
no small thing for someone who 
is having trouble with move-
ments needed to wriggle in and 
out of clothing.

“Authored. is a line of cloth-
ing for people who, either 
through aging, disease, disability 
or injury, might need assistance 
with dressing,” she explained.

She noted there are 40 million 
people who have some sort of 
functional limitation.

Her clothing “looks and per-
forms like something anybody 
would want to wear.” Pieces are 
designed so people manipulate 
the clothing rather than their 
bodies to put them on.

“No one wants to be wearing 
clothing that announces that they 
have a challenge,” Wilton said. 
Instead, this line of clothing is 
meant to be “empowering,” giv-
ing the wearer “dignity, a sense 
of self worth and independence a 
little longer.”

Wilton participated in seed 
accelerator Techstars Future of 
Longevity Accelerator, in which 

she presented a 20-minute pitch 
of her idea 10 times a day for 
10 days. During that time, she 
learned that roughly 98% of the 
people she pitched to had either 
been care providers or recipients 
of care.

Lara Jeremko, a mentor of 
Wilton’s, talked about what 
attracted her to Wilton’s 
work. Jeremko is an advisor 
to Authored. and founder and 
CEO of Beyond Ventures, a Los 
Angeles-based innovation advi-
sory firm.

“As an investor and startup 
advisor, I don’t come across 
many companies that have the 
potential to create a new cate-
gory,” Jeremko said. “Authored. 
is trailblazing a clever solution 
for stylish, adaptive apparel. 
Not only is it innovative, but it’s 
restoring independence, safety 
and dignity to an overlooked and 

underserved population.”
“Quite frankly I’ve never seen 

a solution for dressing issues 
that is so well thought out and 
presents fashionable choices — at 
least compared to other things 
that are out there,” said Michael 
Hughes, a mentor of Wilton’s. 
“Brenda really did her home-
work and from the moment I 
saw her showcase the clothing 
I knew I wanted to work with 
her.”

Hughes specializes in systems 
and supports that help people 
with functional limitations main-
tain as much independence as 
possible. He talked about why 
her work is so important.

For one, “People with func-
tional limitations cost the health-
care system the most because 
they are more prone to trips, 
falls and accidents which sends 
them to the most expensive place 

you can get health care — the 
hospital,” Hughes explained. “I 
believe solutions like Brenda’s 
can reduce the chance of falls 
and injuries for wearers and 
their caregivers alike, which can 
reduce healthcare costs.”

He noted caregivers are 
injured on the job three times 
as often as the average worker, 
mostly due to having to move 
the people for whom they are 
caring.

Hughes also shared this ben-
efit of Wilton’s clothing line: 
“When you lose ability to do 
things for yourself, you lose 
your sense of independence and 
control which can increase the 
likelihood of loneliness, isolation, 
depression, etc.”

Wilton recalled the first time 
she “really understood the 
impact of how we dress,” which 
“truly does make a difference in 
how you feel.” She was in ninth 
grade at Floyd C. Fretz, when 
she had to get a back brace due 
to a scoliosis diagnosis.

“I wore that brace for four 
years,” said Wilton, who 
explained that experience made 
her want to ensure the clothing 
was available and affordable to 
the people who need it. Also, 
the clothing is intended to be 
long-lasting and stylish enough 

Bradford high grad giving independence 
to people with functional limitations
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These volunteers modeled Authored Apparel adaptive clothing 
for a fashion show. The adaptive clothing line was developed by 
Bradford Area High School grad Brenda Morris-Wilton.

Bradford reservoirs at full capacity
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On Tuesday, water was finally going back over the spillway at the Heffner 
Reservoir. This is the main water source for customers of the Bradford City 
Water Authority.

OECD discusses 
plans for 2021
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The City of Bradford Office of Economic and Community Development plans on 
giving Veterans Square a fresh look for 2021.
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