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REDUCE BUGS THIS FALL GIVE TOM (HART) A CALL

Era photo by Wade Aiken

Pumpkins and gravestones adorn this home and yard on Bolivar Drive in antici-
pation of Halloween.

WEIGHT LOSS: The 
Coronavirus pandemic 
has prompted people 
to try to lose weight. 
MyBioSource.com, a bio-
technological products 
distribution company, 
polled 3,120 Americans 
(aged 18+) which revealed 
that almost one-quarter 
(23%) of Pennsylvanians 
believe the government, 
either state or federal, 
should immediately act 
on campaigns to reduce 
obesity in the country. 
Doing so could lower the 
amount of acute virus 
cases in the future and 
help ease the burden on 
healthcare services. 

Nearly 1 in 5 (18%) 
Pennsylvanians admit 
the Coronavirus pandem-
ic has prompted them to 
try lose weight. Due to 
many employees work-
ing from home during 
the pandemic, no time 
spent on a daily commute 
may mean more minutes 
to spare on developing 
a daily workout routine 
or preparing healthier 
meals.

———
ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION: In rec-
ognition of the organiza-
tion’s 150th anniversary 
this year, the Penn State 
Alumni Association is 
proud to announce that it 
is partnering with Penn 
State’s Berkey Creamery 
to offer customers a spe-
cial, limited-edition flavor 
pack.

The “150th Alumni 
Anniversary Pack” con-
sists of a case of 16 mini 
cups of the Alumni Swirl 
ice cream, and can be 
ordered directly from the 
Creamery.

This uniquely Penn 
State dessert combines 
vanilla ice cream, Swiss 
mocha chips, and blue-
berry swirl to create a 
blue-and-white treat that 
at least one creamery 
enthusiast has called the 
“perfect blend of flavors.”

The Creamery, which 
celebrated its own 150th 
anniversary in 2015, is an 
essential stop for alumni 
when they’re on campus, 
but the unique events of 
2020 have kept thousands 
of alumni from making 
a pilgrimage for its ice 
cream this year.

“The 150th Alumni 
Anniversary Pack cele-
brates both the history of 
the alumni association in 
its sesquicentennial year, 
and the love that genera-
tions of Penn Staters feel 
for the creamery and its 
delectable treats,” said 
Paul Clifford, CEO of the 
alumni association.

“Since circumstances 
are keeping many Penn 
State alums from visiting 
the Creamery in person, 
our hope is that this fla-
vor pack can help them 
feel a little more connect-
ed by offering the chance 
to get a taste of Penn State 
delivered right to their 
doorstep.”

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

A total of 4 City of Bradford Police Officers 
have been confirmed to have COVID-19, but none 
of the affected are school resources officers, Chief 
Mike Ward said on Sunday.

All four of the officers were on the same night 
shift, he added.

“We are hopeful that we’re holding the line 
with the number of officers,” he said.

Ward had a note of caution for community 
members who aren’t taking the virus seriously.

“I’ve seen firsthand this is highly contagious,” 
he said. “It should be regarded as serious.”

Everyone should follow the recommendations 
from the state health department and CDC, Ward 
said.

Two of the officers who tested positive are 
symptomatic.

“They describe it as a really bad head cold, with 
severe congestion,” Ward said.

All the officers impacted are in isolation at their 
homes, and contact tracing is being done with the 
Pennsylvania Department of Health.

All the community members who have been in 
contact with the affected officers have been con-
tacted, Ward said. “Luckily the contact (with the 
public) was minimal.”

The rest of the officers have been tested at least 
once, and some twice.

“We are continuing to vigorously monitor each 
employee and we are cleaning the station regularly 
to stop this virus from spreading,” he said. “I had 
the station cleaned by B&T Contractors with a spe-
cial cleansing solution that is said to be effective 
on coronavirus. And BTU Supply has given us a 
few gallons of a special concentrate” for the offi-
cers to use to clean the station themselves.

“The officers are cleaning their work stations 
and the interior of the vehicles,” Ward explained.

Anyone who is symptomatic is directed to stay 
home, and officers’ temperatures are checked upon 
arrival for a shift, and before leaving at the end of 
the shift.

“I’ve adjusted the way we handle calls, too,” 
the chief explained. In a written statement, Ward 
said, “I am ordering officers to handle non emer-
gency calls by phone when possible. We will still 
be responding to all emergency calls as normal. 
We will just be adjusting on non-emergency calls 

Four Bradford 
City police out 
with COVID-19
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

The Port Allegany 
Education Support 
Professionals 
Association, the union 
that represents the sup-
port staff employees in 
the Port Allegany School 
District, announced 
Friday that it is taking 
legal action against the 
school district for its 
“continued attempts to 
fire the district’s cafete-
ria employees.”

The release, emailed 
Friday afternoon, 
stated Joyce Stehle, 
president of the Port 
Allegany Education 
Support Professional 
Association- PSEA, said 
the following: “Despite 
community opposition 
to the school board’s 
proposals to subcontract 
the cafeteria jobs to a 
for-profit company, the 
school board seems 
intent on illegally firing 
these dedicated employ-
ees. We have been 
forced to file an unfair 
labor practice charge 
against the district.”

The release also reit-
erated the fact that the 
Pennsylvania Employee 
Relations Act requires 
that employers bargain 

in good faith and pro-
vide pertinent informa-
tion related to negoti-
ating a contract, before 
stating the district has 
refused to provide the 
union with financial 
information included in 
the subcontracting bid.

“Clearly this is not a 
case about money. The 
district has a healthy 
fund balance that is 
about 43 percent of the 
overall budget,” Stehle 
said in the release. “It 
is clear that the school 
board is trying to intim-
idate the lowest paid 
workers in the district 
— all of whom happen 
to be female.”

When reached late 
Friday, Gary Buchsen, 
superintendent of the 
Port Allegany School 
District, commented,

“The Port Allegany 
School District board 
of directors and the 
PAESPA continue to 
negotiate as part of the 
regular collective bar-
gaining process. The 
two parties met most 
recently on Wednesday, 
Sept. 30, along with 
their state assigned 
mediator. Although no 
future dates have been 

PSEA announces 
potential legal action

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

The public can now see 
police cam footage from 
a controversial arrest in 
May in Bradford City.

In response to right-
to-know requests, the city 
has released police cam 
footage of the arrest of 
Matthew Confer on May 
5.

Then-Chief Hiel 
“Butch” Bartlett and 
Patrolman Matt Gustin 
arrested Confer for 
allegedly assaulting a 
woman. The altercation 
that followed prompt-
ed additional charges 
of resisting arrest and 
assault against Confer.

A citizen filed a com-
plaint against the officers 

following the incident.
Bartlett resigned before 

the investigation into his 
conduct concluded, while 
Gustin, who was disci-
plined for his conduct, 
remains employed by the 
police department. The 
misdemeanor and felony 
charges against Confer 
were withdrawn, and 
court records indicate he 
pleaded guilty to summa-
ry harassment.

Police Chief Mike Ward 
said he was not permitted 
to comment Sunday eve-
ning on the video footage 
or the public’s reaction 
to it. Ward explained this 
is because the allegations 
are “still under investiga-
tion by another agency.”

Ward noted that the 
footage was released due 

to right-to-know requests 
that were submitted in 
Bradford City.

Mayor James 
McDonald provided a 
similar statement.

“The City of Bradford 
has released every piece 
of evidence allowed by 
law to the public through 
the Right To Know pro-
cess,” said McDonald. 
“The evidence was sub-
jected to a legal review 
process to ensure that we 
would not be jeopardizing 
the investigation by the 
Pennsylvania Attorney 
General’s office into Mr. 
Hiel Bartlett.”

Over the weekend, the 
public had access on mul-
tiple news sites to video 

Police cam footage of 
controversial arrest made public
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Weekend fun at 

the John Williams Fall Festival

Era photo 
by Wade Aiken

Four-
year-old 
Kennah 
Sullivan 
gets her 
face paint-
ed by 
Lyndsey 
Niegowski.

Era photo by Wade Aiken

Kimber and the Silver Fox perform during the Fall Festival at John Williams 
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