
DCNR FOCUSES ON 
FORESTS: Over the past 
few years, DCNR has 
put a renewed focus on 
streamside forests, or the 
implementation of ripari-
an forest buffers as a best 
management practice for 
water quality.

But what is a ripar-
ian forest buffer, and 
why are we suddenly so 
focused on replanting 
our streamside lands? 
The term “riparian” 
comes from the Latin 
words “ripa” and “ripar-
ius,” meaning “bank,” as 
in riverbanks.

According to Merriam-
Webster, the current 
definition for riparian is 
“relating to or living or 
located on the bank of a 
natural watercourse (such 
as a river) or sometimes 
of a lake or a tidewater” 
— so a riparian forest is 
simply a forest along river 
or other waterbody.

Riparian forest buffers 
have come into focus 
in Pennsylvania as the 
commonwealth strives to 
meet the federal mandates 
set by the Environmental 
Protection Agency for 
reducing nutrient and 
sediment pollution in the 
Chesapeake Bay.

Streamside forest 
plantings are one of the 
most cost-effective ways 
to improve water quality, 
and Pennsylvania has 
a lot of work to do on 
water quality improve-
ment if we’re going to 
come anywhere close to 
meeting the goals for the 
Chesapeake Bay.

Pennsylvania has a 
goal of planting 95,000 
acres of streamside buf-
fers statewide by 2025.

‘Round the ‘Round the 

SquareSquare Vol. 144   No. 173  •  43 Main St., Bradford, Pa. 16701  •  Friday, April 23, 2021  •  www.bradfordera.com  •  $1.50

Today’s Weather

Sunny /A-8
Contact The Era at:

Business 
office/814-368-3173

Newsroom/814-362-6531
news@bradfordera.com

Follow us on:

By KATE DAY SAGER
Era Reporter

Over the past year, 
the United Way of the 
Bradford Area has main-
tained a strong commu-
nity presence with fund-
raising activities and 
traditions such as the 
upcoming Red Feather 
Award and Report to the 
Community event, slat-
ed for 6 p.m. May 20 at 
the Bradford Club.

United Way Executive 
Director Sarah Lonzi 
said this year’s Red 
Feather awardee is 
Christy Graham, office 
manager of Northwest 
Bank on East Main Street 
in Bradford.

Lonzi said Graham 
was selected for the 

award as “she is pas-
sionate about the work 
she does within the com-
munity and the individ-
uals she helps to serve.

“Christy has been 
involved with the 

United Way of the 

Bradford Area as the 

2019 Campaign Chair 

and a volunteer for the 

last seven years,” Lonzi 

said. “Christy continues 
to be an active volunteer 
and hopes to set a good 
example for her children 
to learn to give back to 
their communities and 
to support the UWBA 
in their efforts of fund-
ing much-needed local 
non-profit programs.”

Lonzi said the United 
Way will also pres-
ent the Excellence in 
Representation award to 
Jessica Jarrett-McKeirnan 
with the Meals on 
Wheels program in 
Bradford.

“Since 2012, Jessica 
has served as the pro-
gram coordinator of 
Meals on Wheels,” Lonzi 
said. “Jessica believes 
in the importance of the 
United Way and carries 

this message through 
her work with Meals on 
Wheels.”

Jarrett-McKeirnan 
added, “Without the 
support of the United 
Way, the Meals on 
Wheels program would 
not exist. It would have 
a devastating impact to 
our community mem-
bers in need.

“Meals on Wheels 
allows the elderly and 
infirmed to remain at 
home and provides 
a peace of mind to 
their families,” Jarrett-
McKeirnan continued. 
“The family knows their 
loved one is receiving a 
well-balanced meal and 
is being checked on.”

United Way announces honorees 
for upcoming Red Feather Award event

Christy Graham, Red 
Feather Award honoree

Jessica Jarrett-
McKerinan, Excellence 

in Representation 
Award honoree

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

McKean Memorial 
Park is under new own-
ership. Owners Cassy 
Platko and her father, 
Mark Platko will operate 
the business as McKean 
Memorial Park LLC, a 
change that was effective 
March 31. Cassy Platko 
will also act as manager 
of the facility.

“After working with 
the previous owner for 
the past year on the pur-
chase of the park, I am 
excited to finally be taking 
over McKean Memorial 
Park,” Cassy Platko said. 
“As normal operations 
continue, I look forward 
to implementing new 
ideas to provide people 
with more burial and 
cemetery options here at 
McKean Memorial Park.”

Platko has previously 
worked at Willow Dale 
Cemetery and is the 

third generation to work 
at Wright Monumental 
Works, following her 
grandfather and parents.

Platko shared the mis-
sion statement for the 
cemetery:

“The mission of the 
McKean Memorial Park 
LLC is to honor the mem-
ory of those who have 
chosen our grounds as 
their final resting place. 
We will strive to create a 
dignified and respectful 
environment for those 
who visit our cemetery 
to honor the memory of a 
friend or loved one. Our 
facilities and grounds 
will be maintained with 
the highest standards of 
care so that the memories 
of those interred may be 
visited in comfort and 
respect.”

Those with loved ones 
interred at the cemetery 
may remember concerns 

Changes in store 
for McKean 

Memorial Park
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The singing tower at the center of McKean Memorial Park stands tall, overlook-
ing the surrounding landscape. The park has changed ownership, and plans are 
underway for improvements to the grounds. Park ...  page A-8
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This daffodil holds its head high even when covered in April snow.
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Bradford man Shane 
Hvizdzak has been named in 
an Ohio investigation into an 
alleged drug trafficking and 
money laundering scheme 
involving illegal THC vape 
cartridges.

A federal Complaint in 
Forfeiture was filed last 
month in Cleveland against 
assets owned by six people 
in a probe that includes Dank 
Vapes.

In the 40-page complaint, 
Hvizdzak and Hvizdzak 
Capital Management are 
among several third par-
ties that the U.S. Attorney’s 
office claims were laundering 
money from the illicit drug 
sales.

When asked if Hvizdzak is 

under investigation regarding 
the Ohio case, Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Henry DeBaggis of 
the Northern District of Ohio 
said, “I can neither confirm 
nor deny that there is an 
ongoing investigation.”

Hvizdzak, 32, and his 
brother, Sean, 34, of St. Marys, 

Hvizdzak named 
in alleged money 

laundering scheme

SHANE HVIZDZAK
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