
‘Round the 

Square Vol. 144   No. 90  •  43 Main St., Bradford, Pa. 16701  •  Saturday, January 16, 2021  •  www.bradfordera.com  •  $1.50

BIGS: January is 
National Mentoring 
Month.

Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Jefferson, Elk 
and McKean Counties is 
reaching out to recruit 
volunteer mentors.

Currently there are 
77 youth waiting for a 
volunteer to step forward 
and become a mentor.

While COVID-19 has 
limited in-person one-
to-one contact, matches 
continue to find ways to 
connect with each other 
through texting, facetime, 
dropping off surprises or 
meeting outdoors when 
permitted.

Staff have been devel-
oping an eMentoring 
option to allow matches 
to meet virtually until the 
time they can safely meet 
in-person again.

Businesses and indus-
tries who may be able to 
provide comp time for 
employees who enroll 
as a volunteer are much 
needed.

Groups and organiza-
tions who may be able 
to encourage several of 
their members to vol-
unteer are also sought. 
Individual adults and 
teens, ages 16 and older, 
can become a volunteer.

Children who are 
matched with a mentor 
for at least a year show 
improved self confidence; 
coping, self management, 
communication, problem 
solving, and decision 
making skills; a sense of 
future and goal setting; 
interests and hobbies; use 
of community and school 
resources; and they do 
better in school.

Matches are based 
on shared hobbies, a 
mentor’s preference on 
a child’s age, personality 
and other characteristics, 
and geographical prox-
imity, typically within 10 
miles.

Volunteers must be 
18 or older, have a valid 
driver’s license and reli-
able transportation, be 
able to complete an inter-
view and background 
screening, be responsible 
and trustworthy, commit 
to meeting a child two to 
four times a month for 
at least a year and enjoy 
having fun while making 
a difference.

Big Brothers Big 
Sisters is a program of 
The Guidance Center. 
For more information 
on becoming a part of 
the team call 371-0613 or 
1-877-776-1636.
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Bradford is gearing up 
to celebrate two big oil 
anniversaries this fall: the 
150th anniversary of the 
discovery of the Bradford 
oil field and the 50th anni-
versary of the Penn Brad 
Oil Museum.

Organizers are 
planning an event in 
downtown Bradford on 
Sept. 18, followed by an 
event at the museum on 
Sept. 19, according to 
museum Manager Fran 
Bottone and Heidi Scrivo 
Passmore, executive direc-
tor of the Bradford Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

The Sept. 19 activities 
will double as the muse-
um’s annual Derrick Day 
celebration. The anniver-
saries will be tied together 
with commemorative 
souvenirs. Also, more 
activities will be planned 
to lead up to the main cel-
ebration.

“This is important for 

Bradford oil anniversaries 
slated for September
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Six-year-old Lauren MaGee drives a miniature International Harvester bulldozer built by her father, Chris 
MaGee, at the 2019 Derrick Day at Penn Brad Oil Museum. The 2021 Derrick Day, paired with the museum’s 
50th anniversary celebration, is slated for Sept. 19, one day after a celebration for the 150th anniversary of 
the discovery of the Bradford oil fields.

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
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A COVID-19 testing 
clinic will open at 9 a.m. 
Wednesday in the for-
mer Bradford Central 
Christian School building 
at 450 W. Washington St. 
in Bradford.

It will be a drive-th-
ru and indoor walk-in 
clinic, according to the 
Pennsylvania Department 
of Health.

The clinic will be open 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday through 
Sunday, Jan. 24.

Up to 450 patients can 
be tested per day. Mid-
nasal passage swab PCR 
tests will be performed. 
Testing is on a first-come, 
first-serve basis and is 
completely free to all 

patients. Testing is also 
open to individuals who 
are not county residents.

Patients must be ages 
three and older and are 
not required to show 
symptoms of COVID-19 
in order to be tested. No 
appointment is necessary. 
Patients are encouraged to 
bring a photo-ID or insur-
ance card. Registration 
will also be completed 
on-site. The turnaround 
time for results is two to 
seven days after testing.

At the clinic, patients 
will be asked to blow 
their nose, then will be 
handed a test swab to 
swab the inside of each 
nostril before carefully 
returning the swab to the 
clinic staff.

“Over the past several 

Free COVID-19 testing site 
to open Wednesday in Bradford
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The old school on West Washington Street near the Pitt campus will be the site 
of a COVID-19 testing clinic next week.
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Millions of dollars in 
federal stimulus money 
is available to school 
districts in the region, 
announced Gov. Tom Wolf 
on Friday.

Wolf is dedicating $2.2 
billion in federal stimulus 
funds to K-12 school dis-
tricts and charter schools 
affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic to support food 
programs, technological 
improvements and other 
education services.

“All schools have been 
affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic, and I com-
mend school communities 
for rising to the challenge 

to combat the toll it has 
taken,” said Wolf. “This 
extra funding is critical 
to help schools meet the 
unique needs of educating 
students at this time while 
keeping school buildings 
safe when students return 
to the classroom.”

Schools must apply 
for the funds through 
the state Department of 
Education. The amount 
available to each district 
will be based on the 
Federal Title I, Part A 
formula, which considers 
the number of low-in-
come students served by 
school districts and char-
ter schools. Each entity 
will receive an amount 

Pa. dedicating 
$2.2 billion to 

support schools

On Friday, a member of U.S. Sen. Pat Toomey’s staff hands a care package 
to a member of the National Guard in Washington, D.C. Toomey, R-Pa., 
mans the Senate’s candy desk, on the back row of the Republican side, 
on the aisle adjacent to the Senate chamber’s entrance. One perk of run-
ning the candy desk is that Pennsylvania’s numerous candymakers send 
down products regularly to be featured. On Friday, to express gratitude, 
Toomey’s office used the back stock of candy to put together care packag-
es for the members of the National Guard — including those members from 
Pennsylvania.
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