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DOLLARS FOR 
HAPPINESS: They say 
you can’t put a price on 
happiness, but a survey 
conducted recently by 
Solitaired.com showed 
that Pennsylvanians can, 
to the tune of a 39% salary 
increase or an average of 
$16,417 per year.

The survey reached 
3,900 full-time employ-
ees who live across the 
United States, asking 
them about current levels 
of happiness and how 
much more money they 
would need to be happier.

In Alaska, the rate 
of salary increase was 
60%, while the lowest 
surveyed was Arkansas 
with 20%. This leaves 
Pennsylvanians in the 
middle for happiness 
levels and a theoretical 
salary increase.

Despite these figures, 
the research found that 
only a minority (15%) of 
respondents truly believe 
money can buy genuine 
happiness, although 
almost half (47%) of 
respondents admit to 
having purchased unnec-
essary items in a futile 
attempt to make them-
selves feel happier. Others 
(53%) who have presum-
ably been more reflective 
during the pandemic, say 
the crisis has prompted 
them to re-evaluate what 
makes them happy in life.

Over 1 in 10 (12%) 
people who live alone 
and play online games 
say they have formed 
true friendships online, 
and more than a quarter 
(27%) say this helps them 
feel less lonely.

Interestingly, 29% of 
online gamers say they 
mostly play against 
strangers; 33% say they 
compete with friends and 
38% say they usually play 
against A.I. technology.

“They say the best 
things in life are free,” 
says Neal Taparia from 
Solitaired.com, “and it 
seems as if people are 
increasingly getting 
more satisfaction from 
things that don’t cost lots 
of money, such as time 
spent in the company of 
friends and family, or 
fun, sociable pursuits 
— either online or in 
person.”
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By KATE DAY SAGER
Era Reporter

For the past week, an organization in 
the community, Rays of Hope, Bradford, 
has conducted virtual activities on 
Facebook in honor of Mental Health 
Awareness Month.

Rays of Hope committee member, 
Stacy Williams of Bradford Regional 
Medical Center, said the events that 
include Caching4aCause and other events 
including Virtual Guided Imagery, Virtual 
Scavenger Hunt, Yoga with Kathy, Virtual 
Mindfulness/Yoga and Virtual Mental 
Health First Aid Training will be posted on 
Facebook through the end of the month. 
A QR Code to access a Resource Guide for 
mental health and related services is also 
posted.

Williams said the organization has been 
in operation for approximately 12 years to 
provide support groups and sessions for 
good mental health.

“We’re a small group, we have repre-
sentation from Beacon Light, the Guidance 
Center,” BRMC and McKean County, 

Williams said. “We’re a committee that 
works to eliminate the stigma” of mental 
illness. The group tries to host educational 
programs about mental health in the fall as 
well as mental health events for the com-
munity in May.

“We really strive to have all of our 
events to be free for the community,” she 
added. “Last year, we had Kevin Hines (a 
suicide survivor) speak; with the pandemic 
it was virtual but it was a fantastic presen-
tation.”

She said the current Caching4aCause 
event provides coordinates for people to 
find hidden clues at entities in the commu-
nity, with the final clue providing a goody 
bag with resources at a location.

“That’s one activity we have and there 
is no contact with people,” Williams 
added.

She said the group hopes to reinstitute 
an in-person support group in the future 
as the pandemic eases.

Katie Mackey with the Guidance Center 
is instrumental with the committee’s 
Facebook page and organizing the current 

event.
Mackey said she decided to conduct the 

Cashing4aCause event as she and her fam-
ily have enjoyed Geocaching.

“This has always been in my mind as a 
way for people to exercise and be active,” 

Rays of Hope group continues to support 
mental health issues in the community

The McCleery Wolf 
Center announced that 
the McCleery Wolf sculp-
ture outside the Kane 
Depot in uptown Kane 
now consists of an adult 
wolf and four pups.

The McCleery wolf 
sculpture was original-
ly designed and built 
in September 2020 by 
nationally known artist 
Bill Secunda, who cre-
ated the adult wolf out 
of 25,000 hand cut nails. 
This wolf overlooks the 
intersections of US Route 
6 and PA Route 66.

The sculpture is a 
testament to one man’s 
vision, dedication and 
commitment to saving 
a subspecies of Gray 
Wolf. In 1921, when Dr. 
E.H. McCleery began 
his efforts, the Biological 
Survey had a program 
to eradicate all wolves 
from the Great Plains. 
Dr. McCleery, a local 
physician in Kane, began 
buying wolf pups through 
the federal government 
and other sources in an 

effort to save the Great 
Plains Buffalo Wolves. 
The real pups were cap-
tured in their den in the 
Highwood Mountains 
of Montana and shipped 
via railroad to the Kane 
depot. Between 1921 and 
1930, Dr McCleery had 
acquired more than 30 
wolf pups from the Great 
Plains.

Richard Bly, Executive 
Director of the McCleery 
Wolf Center, said, “Bill 
Secunda, artist from 
Butler, PA, installed the 
wolf pups to the existing 
sculpture. The installa-
tion of the pups occurred 
almost to the same date 
that they arrived in Kane 
in 1921. These pups even-
tually bred with other 
wolves in McCleery’s 
backyard sanctuary and 
today, one-hundred years 
later, there are still 34 
wolves in the pack in 
Bridger, Montana.

“Wolf Haven 
International is the 

Wolf pups added 
to McCleery Wolf sculpture

The McCleery Community wolf sculpture now has an adult wolf and four pups to 
oversee the daily activity in Kane. The sculpture represents Jerry, the first wolf 
pup Dr. E.H. McCleery brought to Kane in 1921, and Diana and her three siblings, 
who arrived four months later.

Era photo by Kate Day Sager

Twins Jenna Hatch, at left, and her brother, Jonathan enjoy being pushed 
in their swings by their older friend Becka Hassek Thursday at the Jan 
Hamilton Park on Barbour Street in Bradford.
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Three counties within 
The Era’s coverage area 
have reported a combined 
21 new cases of COVID-
19.

Two new cases were 
reported in Elk County 
for a total of 2,836, which 
includes 1,560 confirmed 
and 1,276 probable cases. 
There have been 6,384 
negative tests conducted, 
and 39 deaths have been 
reported due to COVID-
19.

McKean County has 
11 new cases for a total 
of 3,662, of which 2,789 
are confirmed and 873 
are probable cases. There 
have been 10,987 negative 
tests conducted, and 69 
deaths reported.

Eight new cases were 
recorded in Potter County 
for a total of 1,130, of 
which 989 are confirmed 
cases and 141 are proba-
ble. There have been 3,529 
negative tests conducted 
and 23 deaths.

Cameron County has a 
total of 295 cases, which 
remains the same as 
Wednesday. This includes 
199 confirmed and 96 
probable cases. There 
have been 1,061 negative 
tests conducted and eight 
deaths reported in the 
county.

Pennsylvania has 
992,564 confirmed cases 
and 188,715 probable 
cases of coronavirus, as 
of Thursday. There have 
been 4,492,502 negative 

Region reports 
over 20 new cases 

of coronavirus
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