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PRESERVING 
WINTER SQUASH: The 
Penn State Extension has 
tips on preserving vari-
eties of squash. Winter 
squash varieties for pre-
serving include: Pumpkin 
(sugar or pie pumpkins); 
Spaghetti Squash; Cubed 
Acorn; Banana; Buttercup; 
Butternut; Golden 
Delicious and Hubbard 
squash.

CANNING: Pumpkin 
and winter squash must 
be canned cubed and 
never preserved mashed 
or puréed.

— There is no research 
tested recipe for home 
food preservation proving 
proper heat penetration to 
the center of the jar when 
the squash is mashed or 
puréed.

— If mashed or puréed 
squash is canned, the 
product could still be at 
risk for botulism.

FREEZING: If canning 
cubed squash is not how 
you want to preserve it, 
freezing puree is a great 
alternative. A tip when 
freezing food is to not 
freeze more than 2 pounds 
of food per cubic foot of 
freezer capacity per day.

— When preserving 
winter squash select 
mature pumpkins with a 
firm rind.

— Wash and cut the 
pumpkin.

— Remove the stringy 
pulp and seeds and cut 
the pumpkin into cook-
ing-sized sections.

— Cook pumpkin until 
it is soft by boiling, steam-
ing, in the oven, or pres-
sure cooker.

— Once the pumpkin is 
soft, scrap the flesh from 
the peel and mash the 
pulp.

— Place the container 
of mashed pumpkin in 
cold water to cool – stir 
the pumpkin periodically 
to cool.

— Package in freezer 
containers leaving ½-inch 
headspace in case it 
expands in cold storage.

— Seal container and 
freeze.

— Store containers in 
the freezer and use with-
in 1 year.

Note: To freeze other 
Winter squash (i.e., 
Acorn, Banana, Buttercup, 
Butternut, Golden 
Delicious, Hubbard, 
Spaghetti) prepare just 
like pumpkin above, but 
note that mashing the 
cooked pulp of Spaghetti 
Squash is not necessary.
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REDUCE BUGS THIS FALL GIVE TOM (HART) A CALL

By MARC LEVY 
Associated Press

HARRISBURG (AP) — Republican U.S. Sen. Pat Toomey of 
Pennsylvania, a fiercely anti-tax and anti-regulation lawmaker 
who never entirely warmed to President Donald Trump, will not 
seek re-election in 2022, according to a person with direct knowl-
edge of Toomey’s plans.

But the biggest surprise is that, Toomey, 58, will not run for 
governor in 2022, when the seat becomes open, said the person, 
who did not want to be named divulging information from pri-
vate conversations before Toomey announces it publicly.

Toomey, who is serving his second term in the presidential 
battleground state, will make the announcement Monday, the 
person said. His office scheduled an announcement for 10 a.m. in 
Bethlehem, near Toomey’s home in suburban Allentown.

A spokesperson at Toomey’s Senate office declined comment 
Sunday when asked whether the senator will announce that he is 
not running again.

The Philadelphia Inquirer first reported Toomey’s plans.
Toomey is a stalwart proponent of free markets and smaller 

government who was staunchly supported in the past by the 
billionaire industrialists Charles and David Koch and the Club 
for Growth, the take-no-prisoners free-markets advocacy group 
Toomey used to head.

But Toomey had often expressed frustration with how the 
Senate operates and had never promised to run for a third term.

As Pennsylvania’s only statewide elected Republican offi-
cial, outside of the courts, he had been widely considered the 
shoo-in nominee if he decided to run for governor in 2022, when 
Democratic Gov. Tom Wolf is term-limited.

Source: Toomey 
won’t run for Senate 
again, or governor

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Residents in McKean 
and Potter counties 
should be seeing the 
best color of the autumn 
season right now, accord-
ing to the Pennsylvania 
Department of 
Conservation and Natural 
Resources.

During autumn, the 
DCNR releases a weekly 
fall foliage report. The 
most recent report out-
lines leaf-peeping oppor-
tunities for the week of 
Oct. 1-7.

Meanwhile, the DCNR 
says that nearby Elk and 
Cameron counties are still 
approaching their best 
color. Also approaching 
its best color is Warren 
County — home to a big 
chunk of the Allegheny 
National Forest. These 
counties, along with the 

whole western portion of 
the state, should be reach-
ing their peak color in a 
few days.

“Cold and frosty nights 
and very dry conditions 
have ushered in marked 
changes across the north-
ern tier, where foliage is at 
its spectacular peak,” the 
DCNR stated. “Sugar and 
red maples are the stars 
of the show, contrasting 
beautifully with the still-
green oak canopies.

In the northcentral 
region — including Potter 
and McKean counties 
— there have been some 
of the region’s “best fall 
color in years,” according 
to the district manager of 
the Susquehannock State 
Forest. While some north-
central maples have lost 
their leaves in the rain, 
remaining maples leaves, 

DCNR: 
McKean, Potter 
counties seeing 
best color now
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Recreational trails in the area have provided a safe way to enjoy the autumn 
beauty.

Era photo by Ruth Bogdan

Families in the first round of Reading 
Under the Lights read together in 
Parkway Field before hearing a story 
read by a guest reader. Bradford 
Area School District held the annual 
event in two rounds to help attend-
ees socially distance. Guest readers 
were Lacey Love, executive director 
of the Bradford Area Public Library, 
and Bradford City Mayor James 
McDonald. They read the book “How 
the Crayons Saved the Rainbow” by 
Monica Sweeney. 

Reading under the Lights

For more photos, 
see Page A-3. 
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By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

On Sunday night, law enforcement were still on the scene of 
what was reported as a shooting that morning in Eldred.

District Attorney Stephanie Vettenburg-Shaffer said that 
around 9 a.m. Sunday, state police were dispatched to a report 
of a shooting in an apartment on Cris Drive in Eldred. All actors 
fled before troopers arrived, she said.

Officials did not confirm whether anyone was injured, but 
said no one was inside the residence when law enforcement 
arrived.

“The Forensic Services Unit of the State Police were called in 
to process the scene,” Shaffer stated. “Law enforcement remains 
at the scene as of the time of this writing and continue to inter-
view witnesses in an attempt to identify and locate the actors.”

Shaffer did not release any details on what was found at the 
scene. She said more information would be released as the inves-
tigation continues.

No names have been released, and it was unclear how many 
people may have been involved.

The district attorney indicated that actors in the alleged inci-
dent are still at large.

“Citizens should always remain cautious but law enforcement 
does not believe this is a random attack,” Shaffer explained.

Anyone with information contact Lewis Run-based state 
police at 368-9230 or call 911.

Report of shooting 
in Eldred under 

investigation


