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TWO UNDEFEATED 
TEAMS: John Rimer of 
Bradford submitted a 
memory of his own about 
the 1971 Bradford team.

He wrote, “Tuesday’s 
‘Round the Square had 
an article about the Owls 
going undefeated in 1971. 
I remember it well. I was 
a firefighter and a PIAA 
football official — and 
Fred’s right-hand man. 
So when he asked me to 
write an article for The 
Era the Saturday of the 
final game in Olean, I 
was pleased to.

“I had to work that 
Saturday and couldn’t 
attend the game. About 10 
minutes after the game, a 
call came into the station 
requesting the truck to 
escort the team through 
the city. Chief Shay select-
ed me to drive the truck. 
So my day was complete 
with a victory trip.

But while the Owls 
were going unbeaten 
using Smethport’s field 
for home games, the 
BCCHS Ramblers were 
doing the same, using 
Otto-Eldred for their 
home field. The city 
made national news with 
two unbeaten teams and 
no home field. Quite an 
achievement.”

—————
TODAY: National 

Punctuation Day com-
memorates all punctua-
tion: a period, a comma, 
a semicolon, a question 
mark, and an exclama-
tion point are examples 
of punctuation. They 
separate sentences and 
their elements to clarify 
meaning. Without them, 
meaning would be lost or 
up for interpretation.

Seek out unique ways 
to punctuate your sen-
tences today, or try a few 
of these suggestions:

— To avoid punctua-
tion altogether, just com-
plete crossword puzzles 
all day. They don’t use 
any punctuation.

— Open up a debate 
about the Oxford comma 
online. It may get as 
heated as a political 
debate.

— Try using every type 
of punctuation through-
out the day.

— Create a painting or 
collage of your favorite 
punctuation marks.

— Make meatloaf 
and form the loaves into 
punctuation shapes.
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Fall fun comes to Main 
Street Saturday during 
Pumpkin Fest. The event 
will be held from noon to 
5 p.m.

For those who want to 
get into the spirit a little 
earlier, the 2019 animated 
remake of the Addam’s 
Family will be playing at 
Main Street Movie House 
at 11 a.m., and it is free to 
watch.

New to the event this 
year is Food Network’s 
Halloween Wars finalist 
Eric Jones, who is opening 
Pumpkin Fest with live 
pumpkin carving. Eric 
was a finalist of Season 
10 and plans to begin 
carving at 10:30 a.m. and 
continue until 1 p.m.

“We’re really excited 
to have him kick-off the 

day’s events! (Eric) will be 
located in the vacant lot 
next to Country Charm,” 
Main Street /Elm Street 
Coordinator Sarah 
Matzner said.

The University of 
Pittsburgh at Bradford’s 
Kids Zone is funded by 
the Student Government 
Association. This closes 
at 4 p.m. There will be 11 
games in Veterans Square. 
Kids receive a punch card, 
called a Pumpkin Pass, 
and once they fill up the 
punch card they will visit 
the prize tent to cash in.

There will also be face 
painting and pumpkin 
painting in the Kids Zone, 
these activities are a fund-
raiser for one of UPB’s 
sororities and therefore 
have a related fee.

Habitat for Humanity, 

Nothing says Fall 
like Pumpkin Fest
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A visitor to the 2019 Pumpkinfest checks out the pumpkin crop.

By FRAN DE LANCEY
frdelancey@yahoo.com

SMETHPORT — A 
small group of protest-
ers against masking and 
Covid-19 mandates stood 
along West Main Street 
Thursday in front of the 
McKean County court-
house.

A spokesman for 
the group, Chris Cole 
of Bradford, told The 
Era, “We are follow-
ers of ‘Citizens for a 
Constitutional County’ on 
Facebook.”

While he spoke of a 
larger group of protestors 
set to arrive later in the 
day, that never material-
ized.

Speaking against man-
dates that require school-
age children to wear 
masks, Cole claimed, 
“There is a 99.998 per-
cent survival rate from 
COVID-19 for ages 19 and 
under.

“Requiring them to 
wear masks means they’re 
breathing in their own 

stale air,” Cole said, add-
ing that he believes it 
could be toxic.

Cole then turned his 
comments to his views on 
the COVID-19 vaccines. 
“Pfizer is only one that 
has been somewhat Food 
and Drug Administration-
approved, but not really 
all the way approved yet. 
The other ones have not 
been FDA-approved.”

Cole claimed, “The 
only reason they’re 
pushing this is because 
the President has made 
everything into an emer-
gency so he can push the 
vaccine.”

He also noted the neg-
ative effects of the man-
dates on the economy, 
especially on small busi-
nesses and employees. 
“A lot of small businesses 
have already gone out of 
business, while many oth-
ers are struggling.”

Referring to large 
companies, Cole said, 
“Now employees of those 

Small protest held 
in Smethport against 

COVID mandates
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St. Marys Church at Sartwell gleams in the cool sunshine of a crisp autumn 
day.

Blue skies in Autumn

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

In the past week’s 
time, there have been 340 
new cases of COVID-19 in 
the region.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
categorize the entire state 
of Pennsylvania — and 
most of the nation — as 
being at a high rate of 
community transmission 
of the virus.

According to the 
Pennsylvania Department 
of Health, as of Thursday, 
McKean County has had 
4,258 positive cases; one 

week earlier, that number 
was 4,137. There have 
been a total of 76 deaths.

Elk County has had 
3,461 positive cases; one 
week earlier, that number 
was 3,346. There have 
been a total of 48 deaths.

Cameron County has 
had 395 positive cases; 
one week earlier, there 
had been 368. There have 
been a total of 10 deaths.

Potter County has had 
1,467 positive cases; one 
week earlier, there were 
1,390. There have been a 
total of 29 deaths.

As for vaccines, in 

Health department 
counts 340 new cases 

in region in a week
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Beautiful moon over Eldred.
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