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Square
TOYS: The National
Toy Hall of Fame has
inducted its class of 2020.
The three toys that
made it this year are
Baby Nancy, sidewalk
chalk and Jenga.
The honorees, unveiled
during a special ceremony
at The Strong National
Museum of Play, were
chosen from a field of 12
finalists that also included bingo, Breyer Horses,
Lite-Brite, Masters of the
Universe, My Little Pony,
Risk, Sorry!, Tamagotchi,
and Yahtzee.
In 1968, Operation
Bootstrap launched
Shindana Toys, a community-owned company
dedicated to making
toys that “reflect Black
pride, Black talent,
and most of all, Black
enterprise.” In its first
year, Shindana produced
Baby Nancy, a baby doll
with a dark complexion
and textured hair. By
Thanksgiving 1968, she
was the best-selling Black
doll in Los Angeles, and
before Christmas, she was
selling nationwide. The
following year, Shindana
gave the baby doll an
Afro, challenging white
beauty norms and making her the first toy with
authentic Black hair. The
popularity of Baby Nancy
exposed a long-standing
demand for ethnically
correct Black dolls that
the mainstream market
had failed to deliver previously.
Historians have every
reason to believe that the
earliest people played
with chalk, and traces
of Paleolithic cave art
executed in chalk have
been found throughout
the world. Chalk’s use in
playful pursuits relies on
its physical properties.
Chalk that was used on
early boards was made
of gypsum, the dihydrate
form of calcium sulfate.
Great masterpieces, clever
doodles, informational
expressions, educational
lessons, and games like
tic-tac-toe, hopscotch,
and four square all dance
together on the tip of a
piece of chalk, waiting
to be freed by a child’s
whim.
Englishwoman Leslie
Scott created Jenga based
on wooden blocks from
her childhood in Africa.
The word jenga is the
imperative form of kujenga, the Swahili verb “to
build.” The game challenges players to remove
one block at a time from
a tower without knocking
it down. With its catchy
name and edge-of-yourseat gameplay, Jenga has
inspired both young and
old to enjoy the towering, toppling results for
decades.

Today’s Weather

Sunny /A-10
Contact The Era at:
Business
office/814-368-3173
Newsroom/814-362-6531
news@bradfordera.com
Follow us on:

Vol. 144 No. 32 • 43 Main St., Bradford, Pa. 16701 • Friday, November 6, 2020 • www.bradfordera.com • $1.00

Changes
coming for
BRMC

Holiday open house

Officials mum on what
changes could entail
By MARCIE
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com
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A Holiday Open House downtown shopping event is being held through
Saturday in downtown Bradford, and the Tin Ceiling Gift Shoppe on Main
Street is ready to spread some Christmas cheer.

cation, spokesman Dennis
McCarthy said only that
BRMC will continue
in Bradford, and that
“details and plans are not
finalized so it would be
speculative and premature to say anything else.”
The AUHS statement
referred to a “rich history of providing quality
patient healthcare and
essential medical services
to Bradford, Olean (N.Y.)
and our surrounding
communities — and
our commitment to our
region’s residents is as
strong as ever.”
The statement continued, reiterating the
system’s commitment to
long-term success:
“We continuously
explore opportunities
to advance our mission

Rumors abound in
the community about a
further reduction of services at Bradford Regional
Medical Center, but
hospital officials will say
only that they are “working hard to create a new
model of care … to best
maintain our two-campus
model.”
On Thursday, community members reached out
to The Era, claiming the
operating room at BRMC
is being shuttered. When
asked to comment, Upper
Allegheny Health System
officials did not specifically address the operating
room, but released a statement saying that changes
are being considered.
When asked for clarifi- BRMC ... page A-10

ELF Fund season
has begun
president. “We’re trying
to avoid altering our traditions as best we can, but
Bradford’s “season
everything is on track.”
of giving” has officially
With 351 children and
begun.
69 seniors signed up as
The Era’s Less
recipients, community
Fortunate (ELF) Fund
members have a chance
began the 2020 Christmas
to purchase one of nearly
gift buying operation
800 gifts for their fellow
on Thursday with its
neighbors this year, as
annual kick-off breakfast: beef hash and cinnamon
each child has both a toy
the day gift tags with
rolls, cooked fresh by the tag and a clothing tag. It
the Christmas wishes of
smiling Friendship Table is The ELF Fund’s goal
children and seniors in
with the program that
crew.
the Bradford Area School
everyone child and senior
Due to the risk of
District are distributed
COVID-19, The ELF Fund in the Bradford area has a
into the community.
gift to open on Christmas
opted for a to-go breakVolunteer gift-buyers
fast rather than the tradi- morning.
will have until Dec. 5 to
It takes many helping
tional sit-down meal. This
purchase, wrap and drop is in addition to other
hands to meet that goal.
gifts off at this year’s dis- safety measures, such as
“We’re appreciative
tribution center.
of
our
local friends who
having an online applicaOn Thursday mornhelped
out,” said Hayden,
tion rather than in-person
ing, representatives of
who
noted
The ELF Fund
application days.
local businesses and
has already received
“Our mission hasn’t
organizations stopped
support this season by
changed, just how we’re
by the entrance of The
the Friendship Table,
doing it is going to be
Friendship Table to pick
Pitt-Bradford and “all of
different and creative,
up an envelope of tags, as like this breakfast,” said
our businesses who came
well as a to-go breakfast
Ed Hayden, ELF Fund
of eggs, sausage, corned
ELF Fund ... page A-10
By RUTH BOGDAN

r.bogdan@bradfordera.com
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Dr. Charles Furr waves goodbye on his last day of
seeing patients in Bradford. The cardiologist from
UPMC Hamot retired recently after more than 40
years.

Furr reflects
on decades of
medicine

man’s prowess on the golf
course.
marcie@bradfordera.com
“That’s the big change
I’ve seen in medicine.
Ten days into Dr.
When I did my training
Charles Furr’s career in
in cardiology in the midcardiology for what is
70s, we didn’t see people
now UPMC Hamot Heart with heart disease in their
& Vascular Institute, he
70s. They didn’t last that
did a heart catheterization long,” Furr explained.
on a patient in Bradford.
“Thirty-five years ago,
That was in 1976. Furr we didn’t do much for a
retired this week after
heart attack. We didn’t
more than 40 years at
know as much about fixHamot, including provid- ing heart arteries,” Furr
ing services as a specialist said. He compared it to
in Bradford a few times a an engine, saying back
month.
then, a heart attack would
And that patient from take out a few cylinders
1976? “He asked me
in the engine. Now, with
recently how long have
advancements in knowlwe been together,” Furr
edge and technology, it’s
explained to The Era.
more like taking out a few
He had to look up the horsepower.
answer in the old paper
“Now the next cardiac
charts, and it’s 44 years.
event isn’t five years later,
Era photo by Ruth Bogdan
“I think he’s now 88 or it’s 15 or 20,” Furr said.
Julie Barrett from Bradford Manor picks up gift tags at the entrance of The
89. He still is doing well. People live longer, and
Friendship Table from ELF Fund President Ed Hayden. The Table sponsored a
He still golfs,” the doctor
to-go meal to help The ELF Fund celebrate its kick-off breakfast on Thursday.
said, talking about the
Furr ... page A-10
By MARCIE
SCHELLHAMMER

DEXTER’S
SERVICE & COLLISION
156 W. WASHINGTON ST.
BRADFORD, PA 16701

814-362-3888

HONESTY AND INTEGRITY GO HAND IN HAND

Complete Automotive
ServiCe & repAir
Our experienced team of
professionals will get your car
working and looking like new again!
ALL W ORK GUARANTEED

WE ARE A CERTIFIED
EMISSIONS TEST & STATE
INSPECTION STATION

Serving Our
COmmunity SinCe 1986

