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FIRE: From The 
Era archives, we have 
unearthed a story of a 
blaze that burned down a 
city block on Main Street 
123 years ago.

It was June 19, 1896, 
when a fire broke out in 
the W.D. Hatch variety 
store at 70 Main St.

We bring you the story 
from the June 20, 1896, 
edition of The Era:

“One of the worst fires 
in the history of the town 
was that which destroyed 
property on Main street 
last night. At this hour, 
owing to the difficulty of 
securing data on the sub-
ject, a correct estimate of 
the total losses cannot be 
given, but conservative 
guesses make the aggre-
gate nearly if not quite 
$80,000.

“It was about 10 
o’clock when a little 
girl, living in the Baker-
Whitehead building, ran 
down stairs from that 
structure and cried ‘Fire.’ 
In a moment later an 
alarm was turned in from 
Box No. 13.

The firemen quick-
ly responded and an 
immense crowd soon 
gathered in the vicinity 
of Chestnut and Main 
streets. The evening was 
pleasant and the side-
walks were lined with 
promenaders.”

Bystanders were quite 
a problem for the fire bri-
gade.

“They were massed 
in the vicinity and the 
firemen experienced the 
usual trouble in reaching 
the scene of the blaze. 
There was no fire police 
to assist in keeping back 
the gaping multitude. 
To add to the confusion 
which prevailed after the 
fire had commenced its 
destructive course, Main 
street, in front of the 
burning buildings, was 
all torn up. The street 
railway builders had 
been excavating for their 
track and piles of paving 
stone lined both sides of 
the roadbed in the center 
of the thoroughfare.”

With the buildings 
being of wooden con-
struction, the fire spread 
quickly.

“The fire had already 
given promise of being a 
serious one by the man-
ner in which it showed 
its vigor in the upstairs 
apartments of the struc-
ture in which it had its 
origin.”

It appeared as though 
no one was killed in the 
blaze.

More on the story to 
come.
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While there has been 
plenty of fun at the 
Chapel Ridge assisted 
living facility this week 
that included a Kick Off 
to Summer “Viva Las 
Vegas” party Tuesday, 
there is still plenty on tap 
this summer at the facili-
ty’s parent organization, 
the Bradford Ecumenical 
Home.

Maryrose Carpenter, 
director of community 
relations for Bradford 
Ecumenical, said the 
organization has been 
busy planning its 30th 
Anniversary Open House 
from 4:30 to 7 p.m. Aug. 
15. The event, which 
is free and open to the 
community, will include 
a chicken barbecue and 
dessert, an art exhibit 
of the residents’ cre-
ations, a car show, the 
Bradford Area Chamber 
of Commerce’s Business 
After Hours event, music 
and other entertainment 
that includes a juggler.

“We’ll be set up in the 
front parking lot (of the 
Ecumenical Home) this 
year,” Carpenter said. 
“We’re shifting from 
where we’ve done (cel-
ebrations) in the back in 
the past up to the front.”

Carpenter said the car 
show will be held in the 

Floyd C. Fretz Middle 
School parking lot, while 
parking for the commu-
nity will take place in the 
parking lot of St. Francis 

Church and on property 
across from the church.

“We’re going to set 
up shuttles for any-
body who cannot walk 

that distance to here,” 
Carpenter added. “We’re 
really excited and we’ve 
already been planning for 
months.”

Carpenter said the 

organization is provid-

ing the event as a way 

Celebrations on tap: Bradford Ecumenical 
Home to celebrate 30th anniversary
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Chapel Ridge resident assistants Alex Wankel, at left, and Gillian Bell compete in a video dance-off during 
the facility’s Kick Off to Summer, “Viva Las Vegas” party Tuesday. The event is just one of several activities 
this summer that will include the 30th Anniversary Open House in August at Chapel Ridge’s parent facility, 
Bradford Ecumenical Home.
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Pennsylvania resi-
dents who have con-
cerns they feel would be 
best addressed by the 
Governor himself will 
have a chance to reach 
him directly on Thursday.

A live call-in show, 
called “Ask Gov. Wolf,” 
will be aired at 1 p.m. on 
WPSU-FM, with Gov. Tom 
Wolf taking calls and also 
answering questions that 
are submitted in a print 
format.

Matt Caracappa of 

Penn State Outreach 
and Online Education 
explained that interested 
participants can either 
call 1-800-729-7532 during 
the show or submit ques-
tions via a Google form, 
which can be accessed at 
https://whyy.org/ask-
govwolf.

While this is a unique-
ly scheduled program, 
Caracappa indicated it 
may be the first but not 
the last.

“The hope is to host 
a show periodically, but 

Governor Wolf to 
take calls during 
live show Thursday
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Gov. Tom Wolf, accompanied by First Lady Frances Wolf, listen to a presentation 
by Ta Enos of the Pennsylvania Wilds Cooperative at Kinzua Bridge State Park 
during a tour in 2017.
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Al Capone and 
Eliot Ness will be in 
Coudersport next month.

The occasion? The 
second annual Eliot Ness 
Fest — which is slated to 
take place from July 19-21.

Paul Heimel, Potter 
County commissioner 

and board member of the 
Eliot Ness Fest, told The 
Era this year’s festival “is 
going to be amazing.”

Eliot Ness Fest growing 
bigger each year
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Mike Farber of Port Allegany is behind the wheel of his 1929 Buick sedan. Also 
pictured are Nora St. Amore and Ed Szymanik, who is portraying one of Ness’ 
“Untouchables.”
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Northwest Savings 
Bank has pledged to con-
tribute $5,000 per year 
for the next three years 
to assist with the opera-
tional cost of the McKean 
County Community 
Foundation, which is affil-
iated with the Community 
Foundation of the 
Northern Alleghenies.

“We realize the 
Foundation is just start-
ing and we feel confident 
that the Community 
Foundation will grow and 
support the community 
for years to come,” said 
Julie Marasco, region 
president of Northwest.

Community foun-
dations are grant-mak-
ing public charities 

that are dedicated to 
improving communities. 
The McKean County 
Community Foundation 
is a collection of many 
charitable funds that help 
various causes within the 
community. Currently, 
there have been 20 funds 
created.

“We help match donor 
desires with community 
needs,” explained Paula 
Fritz Eddy of the CFNA. 
“We are so grateful that 
Northwest Bank under-
stands and supports the 
work we do.”

The McKean County 

Community Foundation’s 

Board President is Robert 

Northwest pledges 
donation to McKean 
Co. Community 
Foundation
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