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STATE FOREST 
PRODUCTS REPORT: 
In Fall 2020, during 
National Forest Products 
Week, the Pennsylvania 
Hardwoods Development 
Council released a report 
detailing the State of the 
Forest Products Industry 
in the Commonwealth. 
The report is the result 
of a partnership with the 
Allegheny Hardwood 
Utilization Group, 
the Keystone Wood 
Products Association, 
the Northern Tier 
Hardwood Association, 
the Sustainable Forestry 
Initiative Implementation 
Committee, and the 
Pennsylvania Forest 
Products Association.

Pennsylvania has the 
largest hardwood forest 
resource of any state in 
the United States. The 
environmental and eco-
nomic impacts of the 
industry reach across the 
state.

There are over 100 
tree species that grow 
in Pennsylvania’s forest 
and are tracked by Forest 
Inventory and Analysis; 
however, just 16 species 
or species groups make 
up 93% of the forest trees. 
The most valuable species 
to the hardwood industry 
includes the oaks, maples, 
cherry, poplar, ash and 
black walnut.

Pennsylvania has 
historically provided 
about 10% of the nation’s 
supply of hardwood 
lumber and leads the 
United States in lumber 
exports. More than 65,000 
Pennsylvanians depend 
on the forest resources 
for their jobs at over 
2,100 different logging 
operations, sawmills, 
secondary wood manu-
facturers, veneer slicers, 
flooring manufacturers, 
furniture and kitchen 
cabinet manufacturers, 
and paper mills.

Today, 69.2% of 
Pennsylvania’s forest is 
privately owned. This 
includes 2.35 million 
acres owned by corpo-
rations including timber 
investment management 
organizations (TIMOs), 
559,793 acres owned by 
clubs, and 136,335 acres 
owned by conservation 
groups. In 1980, the aver-
age forest landowner in 
Pennsylvania owned just 
under 25 acres, today the 
average ownership is 11.4 
acres.

Pennsylvania contin-
ues to have the largest 
hardwood forest resource 
in the United States, 
nearly 90% of 16.6 mil-
lion acres. It also has 
the largest volume of 
hardwoods with over 
121.6 billion board feet 
of sawtimber. Sawtimber 
is considered trees with 
a diameter at breast 
height of greater than 
11 inches. Since 1955, 
the sawtimber volume 
in Pennsylvania has 
increased more than five 
times.
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3 times the return of a CD

4 times the return of a 
high yield savings acct

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

A total of 135 new cases of COVID-19 were 
reported in the four counties in our coverage 
area over the weekend.

The Pennsylvania Department of Health 
reports indicated 65 additional cases were 
recorded for a total of 2,079 in McKean County; 
42 additional cases for Elk County, increasing 
the total to 1,670 cases; 25 additional cases for 
Potter County, making their current total case 
count 705; and three additional cases were 
reported for Cameron County, increasing the 
total case count to 186.

In McKean County, there are currently 1,663 
confirmed cases and 416 probable, with 8,270 
negative tests administered. McKean County 
reported three additional deaths over the week-
end, bringing the total to 32 deaths as a result of 
the coronavirus.

In Elk County, there are 1,041 confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 and 629 probable, with 4,721 neg-
ative tests. Elk County has reported a total of 23 
deaths due to the coronavirus.

Potter County has 627 confirmed cases and 
78 probable, with 2,662 negative tests reported. 
Potter County has had 16 deaths due to COVID-
19.

Cameron has 134 confirmed cases of corona-
virus and 52 probable, with 801 negative tests 
administered. Cameron County has reported 
four deaths as a result of COVID-19.

Case counts by municipality in McKean 
County are as follows: Bradford has 670 con-
firmed and 124 probable cases; Smethport 223 
confirmed, 18 probable; Kane 241 confirmed, 
36 probable; Eldred 93 confirmed, 11 probable; 
Turtlepoint 13 confirmed cases; Port Allegany 
144 confirmed, 11 probable; Rixford 24 con-
firmed cases; Lewis Run 84 confirmed cases, 167 
probable; Duke Center 24 confirmed, 6 probable; 
Derrick City 11 confirmed; Gifford 10 confirmed 
and Mount Jewett 40 confirmed cases and 10 
probable cases of coronavirus.

In Elk County,
St. Marys has 471 confirmed and 248 proba-

ble cases; Ridgway 229 confirmed, 90 probable; 
Johnsonburg 110 confirmed, 43 probable and 
Sigel has 36 confirmed cases of COVID-19 and 
10 probable.

For Potter County, the breakdown among 
municipalities reports Coudersport has 253 
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Both Bradford and Johnsonburg 
Area School Districts have opted to 
have students return to in-person 
instruction today, as suggested by 
recently modified guidelines from 
the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education.

A post to social media from 
Johnsonburg Superintendent Dennis 
Crotzer on Jan 7 announced that stu-
dents will return to in-person instruc-
tion today. The statement also men-
tioned a hope that no new cases of 
COVID-19 will occur in the district, 
so that students can continue to fol-
low an in-person instruction format.

Meanwhile, a letter from Bradford 

Superintendent Katy Pude, released 
via the Remind app, social media 
and the district’s website, noted that 
district officials have been looking at 
recent data on COVID-19 cases in the 
area. This measure, coupled with the 
fact the state department modified 
guidelines for the proposed return to 
in-person instruction for elementary 
students and set a recommended 
return date of Jan 25, even in areas 
with substantial risk of COVID-19 
transmission, led to the decision for 
all BASD students to return to in-per-
son instruction this week.

The letter explains that mitigation 
procedures have changed slightly. 
A new guideline requires shields to 
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in-person instruction today

A two-vehicle accident in the early morning 
hours Sunday resulted in the deaths of two Elk 
County residents.

According to Ridgway-based state police, 
a 2011 Chevrolet Colorado driven by Tony 
Eckert, 35, of Saint Marys, was traveling west 
on Bingham Road in Ridgway Township at 
12:36 a.m. The vehicle, according to police, was 
traveling at a high rate of speed.

Police reports indicate the vehicle failed to 
negotiate a sharp right curve and went over an 
embankment, rolled onto the driver’s side and 
struck a tree.

Both Eckert and a passenger, Kenneth 
Gasbarre, Jr., 33, of Ridgway, were pronounced 
dead at the scene. Gasbarre was riding in the 
front passenger seat.

According to Elk County Coroner Michelle 
Muccio, the two men were pronounced dead 
at 1:59 a.m. “Both decedents were unrestrained 
and sustained fatal, blunt force trauma injuries 
to the head, chest, and extremities,” Muccio 
said. “Alcohol and speed are believed to be a 
factor in this accident and it is unknown if cell 
phone use was a factor. The manners of death 
have been ruled accidental.”

A second passenger, Annamarie Pounds, 21, 
of Johnsonburg, was in the back seat and was 
injured in the crash. Police say she was trans-
ported via ambulance for treatment of suspected 
minor injuries.

Two killed 
in accident 

early Sunday

Era photos by Patrick Kotnik

These two downtown Bradford landmarks stand out with their bright colors 
against the dreary winter weather.

Photo submitted

This photo, taken by Bill Robertson, captures a covered bridge that spans the 

Allegheny River near Coudersport.

Cases ...  page A-8

Students ...  page A-8


