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PACKING FOR THE 
MOON: While advancing 
its Artemis program – 
which includes sending 
the first woman and next 
man to the lunar surface 
in 2024 – NASA wants to 
know what you would 
pack for a trip to the 
Moon.

The agency kicked 
off a new social media 
campaign this week ask-
ing participants to share 
what would be in their 
lunar suitcases online 
using #NASAMoonKit.

To take the challenge to 
the next level, the agency 
also has an Expert Mode: 
follow the strict guide-
lines astronauts must 
adhere to when packing 
their “personal preference 
kits.” Each astronaut trav-
eling to the International 
Space Station is only 
allowed a 5-by-8-by-2-
inch (12.7-by-20.3-by-
5.1-cm) volume of space 
to carry personal items. 
That’s significantly small-
er than a standard air-
plane carry-on bag, which 
measures 9 inches by 14 
inches by 22 inches.

“We’re excited to see 
what you would pack for 
the ultimate adventure – a 
trip to the Moon,” said 
Bettina Inclán, NASA’s 
associate administrator for 
Communications at the 
agency’s Headquarters 
in Washington. “At a 
time when many of us 
are working, teaching or 
learning from home, this 
is a unique way to learn 
more about the Artemis 
program and join NASA 
as we prepare for human-
ity’s next steps on the 
lunar surface.”

To share your kit, 
upload a photo or video 
to Instagram, Twitter or 
Facebook, and include 
#NASAMoonKit in the 
posts.

The digital movement 
will lead into the agency’s 
Green Run rocket test 
planned for November. 
The next time the core 
stage will fire up again 
will be for the Artemis I 
launch next year.

NASA recently pub-
lished a written plan 
detailing its Artemis pro-
gram, including the latest 
Phase 1 plans to land 
astronauts on the Moon 
again within four years.

That plan accompa-
nies the agency’s concept 
for surface sustainabil-
ity released earlier this 
year, which calls for an 
incremental buildup of 
infrastructure on the 
surface later this decade. 
Ultimately, NASA will 
use what it learns on and 
around the Moon to pre-
pare for humanity’s next 
giant leap: sending the 
first astronauts to Mars as 
early as the 2030s.
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A release to social media from Bradford City 
Police late Thursday reported that a second officer 
in the department has tested positive for COVID-
19.

The release states that the department was noti-
fied Thursday. As a result, “the police station and 
the patrol cars were professionally cleaned today 
with disinfectants specially designed to eradicate 
the virus from all surfaces. The City of Bradford 
will continue to monitor all employees for any 
possible Covid 19 symptoms and take appropriate 
actions when necessary.”

The official release states that the officer is in 
quarantine, and contact tracing has been put into 
effect so anyone who has been in contact with the 
officer can be notified.

The release goes on to explain that “Officers on 
duty will be wearing N95 masks when in contact 
with the public. There are other safety precautions 
in place such as temperature checks at the door 
and any officer showing symptoms is instructed 
to not come to work. All officers who are working 
are also being tested for good measure.”

It further states that the City of Bradford con-
tinues to take steps based on PA Department of 
Health guidelines and remains focused on protect-
ing both the public and the officers.

The department reported on Sept. 30 that an 
officer had tested positive for the coronavirus, 
noting that the officer had limited contact with the 
public and was in quarantine following the test 
results.

Bradford City 
Police report 

second case of 
COVID-19

Era photo by Fran De Lancy

Since Halloween is her daughter Katie's favorite time of the year, Sue Chesbro 
has spent at least 40 hours in gathering materials - both purchased and common 
items found around the house - and putting up this elaborate and attention-grab-
bing scene in their yard on West Water Street in Smethport.  "And I'm not fin-
ished yet; there's more to come," Sue told The Era. This display is so large that 
just part of it is shown in the photo. It will be dismantled on November 1.

By JENNIFER TAYLOR
Special to The Era

There is so much that 
having a child with Down 
Syndrome has taught me 
over the last 8 years.

There is also so much I 
have learned from my son 
and those like him. When 
I became pregnant with 
him at age 33, I was so 
happy. My daughter was 
going to get a sibling and 
after 12 years of marriage, 
my husband and I were 
going to be completing 
our family. It was really 
an exciting time. As my 
belly grew, each doctor’s 
appointment brought 
great anticipation being 
able to hear his heart 
and watch him grow on 
the ultrasound machine. 
I loved watching him 
squirm and kick, but that 
television monitor quickly 
became a source of pain 
for me.

You see, I never did 
any of the early prenatal 
testing. I was having a 
baby and no early predic-
tion of genetic abnormali-
ties was going to stand in 
the way of that! Of course 
doctors push those tests. 
They ask you over and 
over if you are sure. There 
seems to be a lot of pres-
sure to take those tests. 
Me, being an older mom 
and having already gone 
through one typical preg-
nancy, where I also did 
not do the testing, stood 
my ground and did not 
have them.

Saving Down Syndrome: 
Lives worth living

Cameron and Abbie Ernst

Preston and Jennifer Taylor

HARRISBURG 
— The Pennsylvania 
Department of Health 
confirmed as of 12 a.m. 
Friday, there were 1,380 
additional positive cases 
of COVID-19, bringing 
the statewide total to 
169,308. All 67 counties 
in Pennsylvania have 
cases of COVID-19.

The number of tests 
administered within the 
last 7 days between Oct. 
2 and Oct. 8 is 211,544 
with 7,805 positive 
cases. There were 34,228 
test results reported to 
the department through 
10 p.m., Oct. 8.

McKean County 
has 66 total cases, 54 
confirmed and 12 prob-
able. Negative tests for 
the county total 4,643. 
Cameron County has 
eight total cases, all con-
firmed and has record-
ed 468 negative tests. 
Elk County has 83 total 
cases, 63 confirmed and 
18 probable. The county 
also has recorded 2,628 
negative test results.

There are 8,308 total 

deaths attributed to 
COVID-19, an increase 
of 9 new deaths report-
ed. County-specific 
information and a state-
wide map are available 
on the COVID-19 Data 
Dashboard.

“We know that 
congregation, espe-
cially in college and 
university settings, 
yields increased case 
counts. The mitigation 
efforts in place now 
are essential to flat-
tening the curve and 
saving lives,” Secretary 
of Health Dr. Rachel 
Levine said. “Wearing a 
mask, practicing social 
distancing, and follow-
ing the requirements set 
forth in the orders for 
bars and restaurants, 
gatherings, and tele-
work will help keep our 
case counts low. Make 
your phone part of the 
fight against COVID-
19 today by down-
loading the COVID 
Alert PA exposure 

State provides 
update on 

COVID-19 cases

Lives ...  page A-10

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Main Street will have 
an oddly familiar look for 
participants in past Relay 
for Life events on Oct 17 
— luminaria will line the 
street from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

COVID-19 precautions 
and gathering restrictions 
resulted in the cancelation 
of this year’s relay, but 
sadly, cancer continues to 
be a fact of life for people 
across the US, coronavirus 
or no coronavirus.

The American Cancer 
Society is facing a $200 
million shortfall this year 
due to COVID-19. That 
means far less help for 
those who are fighting 
cancer. Projected revenue 
has dropped by one-third, 
which means important 
research and patient pro-
grams will be the ones to 
suffer from lack of fund-
ing.

Luminaria trail to highlight Bradford’s Main Street Oct 17
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This photo shows luminaria being lighted at a previous Relay for Life event at the University of Pittsburgh 
at Bradford. This year’s relay was canceled, so luminaria will be displayed along Main Street in Bradford on 
Oct. 17 instead.Trail ...  page A-10
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