
By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Starting in 2021, 
McKean County veterans 
will receive medical treat-
ment at a new facility.

The McKean County 
VA Clinic is slated to 
relocate early next year 
to 14 Foster Brook Blvd., 
Bradford, according to 
Sarah Gudgeon, public 
affairs officer for the Erie 
VA Medical Center.

Services will continue 
to be available to vet-
erans in the meantime, 
Gudgeon indicated.

“Veterans can continue 
to rely on high-quality 
health care throughout 
this transition,” she said.

The clinic is currently 
located at 23 Kennedy St., 
Suite 102.

“Construction of this 
new 7,200 square-foot 
clinic is currently under-
way and will feature five 
exam rooms, including 
a designated women’s 
health area, three tele-
health rooms for virtual 
care services, a proce-
dure/specialty clinic 
room, an education and 
conference room, a lab 
area, and administrative 
offices,” said Gudgeon. 
“Ample parking space is 

available for easy access 
to the clinic.”

She said the facility is 
moving as part of a newly 
awarded contract with 
Valor Healthcare.

Valor is a contract 
provider of communi-
ty-based outpatient clin-
ics (CBOCs) that serves 
veterans in more than 30 

clinics across the nation, 
according to the compa-
ny’s website.

“As a contracted facil-
ity, the McKean VA Clinic 
will be staffed and oper-
ated by Valor Healthcare 
in close collaboration 
with the Erie VAMC,” 
Gudgeon explained. “Staff 
will include a medical 

director, clinic adminis-
trator, RN, LPN, adminis-
trative assistant, and a lab 
technician in addition to 
a VA telehealth technician 
to assist with virtual care 
needs.”

Patients of the McKean 
County facility will 
receive a letter notifying 
them of the relocation 

once a moving date is set.
“Veterans will continue 

to receive seamless unin-
terrupted care throughout 
this transition to the new 
clinic,” Gudgeon assured 
patients.

She talked about the 
services the local clinic 
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GENEROUS 
KINDNESS: A local res-
ident shared an uplifting 
story with the newsroom 
that occurred recently, 
during the busy holiday 
season.

She wrote, “I’m an 
89-year-old woman sitting 
in my car in the Walmart 
pick up lot at 7:30 
Saturday morning. My 
car hood was up because 
Walmart had tried to 
help me but didn’t have 
jumper cables and I didn’t 
know what to do when a 
lovely mother with a baby 
in the back seat of her car 
asked about my problem.

She had jumper cables 
and offered to help as 
soon as her groceries 
were loaded. She had to 
move her car to get in 
position to jump mine 
and when she started to 
connect, she got sparks 
and that wasn’t good.

“Two other ladies had 
arrived later and were 
watching. They under-
stood the process and 
with their consultation, I 
was started on my way. 
For me this was like a gift 
from heaven and I wanted 
to thank all three of these 
ladies for sharing their 
time and talents in this 
rushing Christmas season 
when everyone is worried 
and working around virus 
issues. These ladies were 
angels in disguise.”

Remember that a 
moment of your time can 
be priceless to a stranger 
in need.

———
FOREST 

PROVISIONS: It’s a good 
time of year to be thank-
ful for forests, especially 
all the things they provide 
us.

One way to consider 
the many amenities and 
things we value about 
forests is to remember 
the simple acronym 
WWWWW, or “the five 
W’s of forests.” That’s 
one W for each finger on 
your hand. They each 
represent a separate 
word, packed with lots of 
meaning and examples: 
Wood, Water, Wildlife, 
“W-ecreation,” and 
Wonder.

If you take a moment 
to think about these five 
words, it will begin to 
dawn on you. It’s easy to 
think of examples. Here 
are a few for each forest 
W that you might be 
familiar with.

— Wood: furniture, 
paper, and guitars

— Wildlife: deer, 
owls, and fish

— Water: streams, 
waterfalls, and springs

— “W-ecreation”: 
camping, hiking, and 
birding

— Wonder: colored 
leaves, scenic views, and 
places to relax.
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McKean VA Clinic to relocate in 2021
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The McKean County VA Clinic is slated to make its way to Foster Brook Boulevard in early 2021.

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

Make sure to have 
boots, shovels and rock 
salt at hand as a winter 
storm’s a brewin’ for 
tonight. According to the 
National Weather Service 
(NWS), a winter weather 
advisory is in effect from 
noon today until 7 a.m. 
Thursday.

Weather prediction 
models are predicting 
the first significant snow 
storm in nearly a year.

“After a high pres-
sure drifted northeast 
of the region Tuesday 
night, a total of four to 
seven inches of snow is 
expected in Warren and 
McKean Counties, with 
the majority of snow fall-
ing late today and into 
tonight,” the advisory 
stated. “Those on the road 
should take extra precau-
tions, as the hazardous 

The snow must go on
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Today will bring the area a winter weather advisory that will last into Thursday morning. By the end of the 
day today, this snowman family might be buried in real snow.

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

More than 70 additional cases of COVID-19 
in the region were listed in Tuesday’s report 
from the Pennsylvania Department of Health.

In McKean County, there were 34 more cases 
for a total of 1097 — 795 confirmed and 302 
probable. In Elk County, there were 37 addi-
tional cases for a total of 898 — 652 confirmed 
and 246 probable. In Potter County, there were 
7 more cases for 436 —388 confirmed and 48 
probable. And in Cameron County, there were 
7 more cases for 60 confirmed and 10 probable.

Elk County reported an additional death 
from the virus, for a total of 13, while Potter 
County reported an additional death for a total 
of 10.

According to the health department, there 
were 9,556 additional positive cases of COVID-
19, bringing the statewide total to 509,320.

In Bradford, there were an additional 18 
cases, for 351 confirmed and 90 probable; in 
Smethport, 1 more case for 82 confirmed and 
8 probable; in Kane, 3 more cases for 122 con-
firmed and 20 probable; in Lewis Run, 2 more 
cases for 32 confirmed and 148 probable; Port 
Allegany had 4 more cases for 71 confirmed 
and 10 probable; Eldred had at least 1 more 

McKean, Elk 
see double-digit 

increases 
in COVID cases

McKean, Cameron receive 
COVID-19 antigen test kits
By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

The 10th allotment of 
COVID-19 antigen test 
kits from the state are 
now being distributed 
to the 20 counties yet to 
receive them — including 
McKean and Cameron.

The Wolf 
Administration on 
Tuesday indicated the 
test kits were provided 
by the federal gov-
ernment to Clinical 
Laboratory Improvement 
Amendments (CLIA)-
certified institutions, and 
that all counties in the 
state have received the 
tests.

“Antigen test cards 
are a timely, quick and 
easy-to-use tool for 
communities to receive 
rapid COVID-19 test-
ing,” Secretary of Health 
Dr. Rachel Levine said. 
“These test kits, provided 
by the federal govern-
ment and being distribut-
ed to areas in need by the 
Wolf Administration, will 
further help communities 

struggling with the spread 
of COVID-19. Antigen 
tests look for pieces of 
proteins that make up the 
SARS-CoV-2 virus and 
are less sensitive than 
PCR tests for detecting 
COVID-19 infections. 
After this week, all 
67 counties will have 
received antigen test 
cards.”

In this shipment, 
counties included are 
McKean, Cameron, 
Warren, Adams, 
Allegheny, Beaver, Butler, 

Chester, Columbia, 
Cumberland, Fayette, 
Greene, Monroe, 
Montgomery, Perry, Pike, 
Sullivan, Susquehanna, 
Washington and Wayne.

Last week, 99,200 
tests were distribut-
ed to 59 facilities in 
Potter, Carbon, Clarion, 
Lycoming, Northampton 
and York counties.

In weeks one through 
eight, 1,427,680 anti-
gen test cards were 
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Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf speaks at a news con-
ference outside WellSpan York Hospital July 21.
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