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GRATITUDE: During 
a tough year, it’s nice to 
receive some cheerful 
mail. The newsroom is 
grateful to Era reader 
Bonna Burkhouse and 
her great-granddaughter, 
Lizzie, for the letter and 
picture we received.

Burkhouse wrote to 
us, noting that this is 
the time of year to be 
thankful. She shared her 
enjoyment of the history 
printed in The Bradford 
Era, including the WWI 
story printed on the front 
page recently, and the 
nature photos that are 
featured.

She told us to keep up 
the good work, and let 
us know the picture we 
received was colored by 
Lizzie.

We wanted to share 
Lizzie’s masterpiece, 
along with our thanks for 
the pick-me-up.

———
KENDALL GAS 

STATIONS: A regular 
contributor to RTS has 
shared an interesting 
tidbit about the 2020 cal-
endar sold by the DuBois 
Historical Society. The cal-
endar contains photos of 
two former ‘Kendall’ gas 
stations that were located 
in the DuBois area.

One was the Delaney 
Bros. station, located at 
Main Street and Long 
Avenue and the other 
which was located where 
the DuBois Harley 
Davidson dealership is 
now.

This reader took a trip 
down memory lane after 
making this discovery, 
remembering other loca-
tions for Kendall stations, 
including Kendall Avenue 
opposite Lloyd Smith’s, 
Foster Brook, where 
Tim Horton’s is located 
today, near Grant’s Curve 
(where the Pet Stop is 
today), Seneca Junction 
(Route 219 and 417) 
Eldred (Route 446/346) at 
Lantz Corners and at the 
intersection of Main and 
Congress streets.

The reader invited 
others to chime in with 
locations that were not 
mentioned.
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By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

McKean, Elk and Potter counties all have 
been listed at substantial risk of community 
transmission of COVID-19 by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health.

The statewide percent-positivity went up to 
9.6% from 6.8% last week. Every county in the 
state has a concerning percent positivity above 
five percent except the following counties: 
Forest (1.8%); Cameron (2.1%); Union (3.2%), 
Wayne (3.7%) and Susquehanna (4.6).

McKean County’s percent positivity rate for 
Nov. 6 to 12 was 7.7%; Elk’s, 7.9%; and Potter’s, 
10.1%. The rate means the percentage of all 
coronavirus tests performed that are actually 
positive.

The weekly status update was released 
Monday by Gov. Tom Wolf and Secretary of 
Health Dr. Rachel Levine. The update showed 
a seven-day case increase of 26,215 cases, state-
wide percent positivity of 9.6%, and a concern-
ing 59 counties with substantial transmission 
status.

This week’s update compares the period of 
Nov. 6 to 12 to the previous seven days, Oct. 30 
to Nov. 5.

“The significant increase in cases and per-
cent positivity across much of the state is 
cause for concern,” Wolf said. “We need all 
Pennsylvanians to take a stand and answer 
the call to protect one another. We need 
Pennsylvanians to be united in wearing a mask, 
practicing social distancing, washing our hands 
and avoiding gatherings. It is only by working 
together that Pennsylvanians can prevent the 
spread of the virus.”

As of Thursday, Nov. 12, the state had seen 
a seven-day case increase of 26,215 cases; the 
previous seven-day increase was 16,646 cases, 
indicating 9,569 more new cases across the state 
over the past week compared to the previous 
week.

“This week’s data, in terms of case increase, 
percent positivity and other factors is con-
cerning,” Levine said. “We know COVID-
19 does not discriminate. It is affecting all 
Pennsylvanians, no matter your race, ethnicity, 
age, socioeconomic status or whether you live 
in a rural, suburban or urban area. We need all 
Pennsylvanians to take the steps they can take 
to protect one another.”

As of Friday’s data, counties including 
Elk, McKean and Potter, along with Adams, 
Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Bedford, 
Berks, Blair, Bradford, Bucks, Butler, Cambria, 
Carbon, Centre, Chester, Clarion, Clearfield, 
Clinton, Columbia, Crawford, Cumberland, 
Dauphin, Delaware, Erie, Franklin, Fulton, 
Greene, Huntingdon, Indiana, Jefferson, Juniata, 
Lackawanna, Lancaster, Lawrence, Lebanon, 
Lehigh, Luzerne, Lycoming, Mercer, Mifflin, 
Monroe, Montgomery, Montour, Northampton, 
Northumberland, Perry, Philadelphia, 
Schuylkill, Snyder, Somerset, Tioga, Union, 
Venango, Washington, Westmoreland, Wyoming 
and York counties, were in the substantial level 
of community transmission. The departments 
of Education and Health will speak with school 
district representatives in these counties to dis-
cuss the implications of this level of transmis-
sion.

For the week ending Nov. 12, three coun-
ties were in the low level of transmission 
— Cameron, Forest and Sullivan — and five 
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

While it hasn’t been 
a record-breaking 
November, temperatures 
were tracking 10 to 15 
degrees above normal, 
according to Amanda 
Wagner, a meteorologist 
for the National Weather 
Service in State College.

Meanwhile, waking up 
today, McKean County 
residents will be seeing 
a familiar white coat on 
Mother Nature.

“Through Wednesday 
morning, there are two to 
four inches of snow fore-
cast for McKean County. 
The bulk of that is starting 
(Monday) night through 
Tuesday night. After 
Wednesday, it starts to 
warm up,” Wagner said.

Along with the win-
try white, temperatures 
are forecast to be below 
normal today and 
Wednesday. Beginning 
Thursday and running 
through Sunday, however, 

Weather fluctuating for November
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This snowman and Santa look out of season against their green backdrop. They might feel more at home 
today, as two to four inches of snow are forecast for McKean County.

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Real estate property taxes might be 
going up in Bradford Township.

At Monday’s meeting, township 
supervisors voted, 2 to 1, to advertise a 
proposed 2021 budget for public review 
that includes a one mill tax increase. No 
increases are proposed to garbage or 
sewer rates.

The proposed increase translates to 
around $50 to $150 a year for the aver-
age homeowner, though it may be more 
for a more expensive home, explained 
Susan Gibiser, township secretary/trea-
surer. A one mill tax increase will gener-
ate $149,000 for the township.

Supervisors are slated to vote on the 
final budget on Dec. 14.

Supervisor Steve Mascho said he 
would “absolutely not” approve the tax 
increase. “Right now is not the time to 
be raising taxes” due to the pandemic, 
he said.

Supervisor Chairman Jim Erwin said 
they haven’t raised taxes in 13 years, 
and Supervisor Mark Cline said most 
townships raised taxes every five years.

While a significant portion of the 
meeting was spent with officials and 
residents alike locked in fiery exchanges 
over matters that are past — and unable 
to be changed — the supervisors did 
handle several other items of current 
township business, too.

For one, supervisors passed a motion, 
2 to 1, to accept a proposal from E & M 
Engineering to process the Chapter 94 
and EDU calculations    

for 2021 for a cost of $2,300.
Mascho voted no because he said the 

firm did a “poor job” on a past project.
With a vote of 2 to 1, the township 

hired Colton Gibiser as a full-time gar-
bage crew laborer/CDL driver trainee at 
a starting rate of $16.50 an hour with a 
90-day probationary period.

Mascho voted no because he said 
there were other candidates he felt were 
better qualified because they already 
have a CDL license. He noted that 
Colton Gibiser is Susan Gibiser’s son. 
He said didn’t think the hire was right 
for the township and used the word 
“incompetent” in describing how he 
believes the man will perform in the 
position.

“Incompetent? Incompetent?” Susan 
Gibiser said about the assertion.

Mascho replied, “I don’t want to hear 
from you.”

Also at the meeting, Erwin addressed 
a recent Facebook rumor that suggested 
the township is discontinuing use of the 
Bradford City Ambulance service.

There are no current plans to change 
ambulance service providers, and the 
township will continue with service 
from the city in 2012. However, Erwin 
noted that this year’s bill “went up over 
100%” over last year’s, and they are 
looking to see if there are other options.

“We are going to talk to the city in 
the near future,” he said.

Mascho alleged that the city is “dou-
ble dipping,” saying “there’s a lot of 
revenue that comes in from (having an 
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The sun set over downtown Bradford on Monday. The weather today will 
bring less sunshine and more snowflakes, although they won’t be here to 
stay.
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