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SPACE PREP: 
Three residents of the 
International Space 
Station will take a short 
ride aboard a Soyuz 
MS-18 spacecraft Tuesday, 
relocating the spacecraft 
to prepare for the arrival 
of the next set of station 
crew members.

Expedition 65 flight 
engineers Mark Vande 
Hei of NASA and Oleg 
Novitskiy and Pyotr 
Dubrov of the Russian 
Space Agency Roscosmos 
will undock from the 
station’s Earth-facing 
Rassvet module at 
8:21 a.m. EDT. They will 
dock again at the Nauka 
Multipurpose Laboratory 
Module at 9 a.m. This 
will be the first time a 
spacecraft has attached to 
the new Nauka module, 
which arrived at the sta-
tion in July.

Live coverage of the 
maneuver will begin 
at 8 a.m. on NASA 
Television, the NASA app, 
and the agency’s website.

The relocation will free 
the Rassvet port for the 
docking of another Soyuz 
spacecraft, designated 
Soyuz MS-19, which will 
carry three Russian crew 
members to the station in 
October.

This will be the 20th 
Soyuz port relocation in 
station history and the 
first since March 2021.

Vande Hei and 
Dubrov are scheduled 
to remain aboard the 
station until March 2022. 
At the time of his return, 
Vande Hei will have set 
the record for the longest 
single spaceflight for an 
American. Novitskiy, 
Shipenko, and Peresild 
are scheduled to return to 
Earth in October aboard 
the Soyuz MS-18 space-
craft.

For more than 20 years, 
humans have lived and 
worked continuously 
aboard the International 
Space Station, advancing 
scientific knowledge and 
demonstrating new tech-
nologies, making research 
breakthroughs not possi-
ble on Earth. As a global 
endeavor, 244 people from 
19 countries have visited 
the unique microgravity 
laboratory that has hosted 
more than 3,000 research 
and educational investiga-
tions from researchers in 
108 countries and areas.
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By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

This first weekend of Autumn is 
filled with activities in the Bradford 
area.

Pumpkinfest is set for noon to 
5 p.m. today in downtown Bradford. 
Attractions will include a mechanical 
pumpkin, a bobbing for apples bun-
gee race, hay wagon rides with masks 
required, story time with Mother 
Goose, Queen B dance performances, 
live music, vendors, a food court and a 
beer garden.

Pumpkin carver Erie Jones will 
hold a live demonstration beginning at 
10:30 a.m.

At 11 a.m., the Main Street Movie 
House will hold a free showing of the 
2019 animated version of The Addams 
Family.

The second annual Dam Pow-Wow 
and Gathering will be held today 
and Sunday at Austin Dam in Potter 
County. The gate opens at 10 a.m. and 
grand entry is at noon. Attendees are 
asked to bring their own chairs.

The female head dancer will be 
Kandra Wind Dancer Brown, the male 

Weekend filled 
with activities on tap

Era photo by Daniella Griesbaum

Red mums bloom on a beautiful fall day Friday. This weekend has events slated throughout the 
area, and partly sunny skies are expected.

STATE COLLEGE — 
An orphaned well in a 
Bradford family’s yard 
is the first in a series 
of wells to be plugged 
through a partnership 
program of the Well Done 
Foundation.

The foundation 
announced that it is work-
ing with Seneca Resources 
Co. LLC, the exploration 
and production segment 
of Western New York-
based National Fuel Gas 
Co., on WDF’s first East 
Coast orphaned gas well 
plugging activity.

Seneca, through its 
contribution to WDF, will 
sponsor the foundation’s 
first project in the state of 
Pennsylvania.

This project will begin 

Well Done to plug first orphaned well in Pa.
Seneca 

Resources to 
sponsor project 
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Preparations are underway to plug an orphaned well in a Bradford family’s yard. The Well Done Foundation, 
sponsored by Seneca Resources, is in charge of the project. The work will be done by Dallas-Morris Drilling 
Inc.

By SALLY COSTIK, 
Curator of the Bradford Landmark 
Society

Another word for 
extraordinary is excep-
tional and this Bradford 
woman was often looked 
upon as somewhat excep-
tional — and eccentric.

It wasn’t her lifestyle, 
but her idiosyncratic 
hobby of creating tiny 
people made of peanuts 
that alternately amused 
and amazed people not 
only in Bradford, but 
nationwide. Her name 
was Daisy Welch.

Born in Potter County 
in 1899, her family moved 
to Bradford where her 
father worked on area oil 
leases. Her mother was a 

housewife. A talented girl, 
she wrote poetry, illustrat-
ed cards, and played sev-
eral musical instruments, 
including the violin, gui-
tar, harmonica, and accor-
dion and graduated from 
Bradford High School in 
1917. She later attended 
Clarion Normal School 
and taught for a brief time 
in the Bradford township 
schools but her teaching 
career was cut short when 
she contracted polio in the 
early 1930s.

Often confined to a 
wheelchair in the early 
days of her illness, she 
was given a bag of pea-
nuts one day by a visi-
tor. Christmas time was 
approaching, and she 
decided to create a “pea-
nut family” for her now 
widowed mother. Friends 
and neighbors were so 
charmed by the tiny 
legume family that she 
soon received orders for 

Extraordinary creativity leaves nutty legacy
Daisy Welch 

remembered for 
‘peanut people’ 

DAISY WELCH
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