
By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Community spread of 
COVID-19 is increasing, 
just as medical experts 
predicted. Yet more peo-
ple are shrugging off 
safety precautions like 
mask wearing, ignoring 
the threat this pandemic 
presents.

Dr. William Mills, chief 
medical officer of Upper 

Allegheny Health System, 
has a simple, straight-for-
ward message to the pub-
lic: “Ignoring common 
sense can be costly.”

There is no question 
that the hugely conta-
gious virus is in the com-
munity.

Mills was dismayed to 
see a photo of a rally held 
Wednesday in Bradford 
where many people 
weren’t wearing masks, 
and were standing elbow 
to elbow, going against 
all safety protocols for 
COVID-19.

“While healthcare 
workers are putting their 
lives on the line day in 
and day out to care for 
patients and risk potential 
exposure, many people 
in the community clearly 
and completely ignore 
safety,” he wrote in a 
letter to The Era. “It’s dis-
turbing that some of these 
same people, who are so 
cavalier about spreading 
the virus, could poten-
tially be knocking on the 
door of BRMC in a cou-
ple of weeks looking for 
our hospital to save their 
lives.”

The virus doesn’t fol-
low state lines, political 
party lines, or socio-eco-
nomic lines.

And, he stressed, it 
is not a political matter, 
but is a matter of public 
health.

“Wearing a mask 
and maintaining social 
distance is not a sign of 
any political affiliation 
or weakness,” Mills said. 
“It’s just common sense, 
like wearing a coat in 
winter.

“As Americans, we 
have rights, but we do not 
have the right to threaten 
the health and safety of 
others,” he added.

Mills stressed that his 
remarks are not intended 
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SCARY: With the 
approach of Halloween, 
and everything that’s 
happened in 2020, it’s no 
surprise that people are 
turning to scary movies 
for entertainment.

Good Housekeeping 
has a list of the most 
popular scary movies 
for each year, from 1950 
forward.

We perused the list, 
and selected a few to 
share, many of which are 
still must-see Halloween 
favorites today.

In 1954, the movie was 
Creature from the Black 
Lagoon, where “a group 
of scientists attempt to 
capture a beast living 
in the depths of the 
Amazonian jungle.” In 
1958, the movie was The 
Fly.

The 1960 selection, 
Alfred Hitchcock’s 
Psycho, is still ranked as 
one of the best films of all 
time. For 1963, another 
Hitchcock classic was 
named as the best film — 
The Birds.

For 1973, the still-ter-
rifying film The Exorcist 
was named the best hor-
ror film. We would have 
to agree.

In 1975, Jaws kept 
people leery of going in 
the water.

In 1976, Stephen King 
made his first entry onto 
the Good Housekeeping 
list with the film Carrie. 
Alien, the classic film with 
Sigourney Weaver and 
Tom Skerritt topped the 
list for 1979.

The first of the Friday 
the 13th movies came 
out in 1980, and was so 
successful that 12 sequels 
have followed it.

In 1982, Poltergeist 
made the list. In 1984, 
Freddy Krueger slashed 
his way onto the list 
with the first film in A 
Nightmare on Elm Street 
franchise.

In 1986, a remake 
of 1958’s The Fly was 
named the top horror 
film, the first remake 
to appear on the Good 
Housekeeping list.

Stephen King made 
the list in 1989 with Pet 
Semetary.

We’ll share more from 
the list in a future column.
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Spooky Halloween 
decorations in Port Allegany

Era photo by Pam Fischer

Halloween spooks have invaded this house on Broad Street in Port Allegany.

Mills: 
‘Disrespectful’ to 
ignore COVID 

precautions

By ERA STAFF
news@bradfordera.com

There’s a slight predic-
tion for that frozen white 
stuff we all love over the 
weekend, but according 
to John Banghoff, meteo-
rologist for the National 
Weather Service in State 
College, it isn’t time to 
pull out your boots and 
shovels just yet.

“There’s a small pos-
sibility of snow flurries 
starting Saturday,” he 
explained. “Nothing 
accumulating necessarily, 
but you could see some 
snow.”

With a cold front com-
ing in today, Banghoff 
said the area could see 
rain showers in the 
morning, with the tem-
perature continuing to 
drop throughout the day. 
Tonight will be mostly 
clear, with a low around 
29 degrees.

Then get ready to 

Slight chance 
of snow for this weekend

Era file photo

This photo captures a snow shower Bradford saw last year in early November. This weekend could bring a 
few snow flurries for local residents, but they shouldn’t accumulate to much of anything for now.

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

Halloween this year may need an 
extra hand or two, preferably still 
attached to a helpful soul.

The Downtown Bradford Business 
District Authority is currently working 
with local churches and

other interested parties to gauge 
interest in holding a possible Trunk-Or-
Treat event in Downtown Bradford on 
Halloween.

The event, slated to be held during 
the city’s scheduled trick-or-treating 
hours of 6 to 7:30 p.m., is a proposed 
adjustment to the regular event held 
in previous years at Grace Lutheran 
Church.

“We’re just trying to see what kind 
of interest we have,” said Main Street 

Manager, Anita Dolan. “We weren’t sure 
if we would be able to hold it this year 
with all the restrictions.”

To ensure the safety of all partici-
pants, masks would be required and 
cars spaced apart to meet social distanc-
ing guidelines.

Because of the guidelines and need 
for extra space, the location would be 
moved to provide enough area to space 
out cars. Dolan indicated that Main 
Street is one possibility, provided there 
is enough interest.

Dolan said they are partnering with 
Grace Lutheran Church and Open Arms 
church again, though they are seeking 
out others interested in handing out 
candy during the event.

Interested parties can contact Sarah 
Matzner at smatzner@bradfordpa.org 
or by commenting on the Bradford, Pa. 
Main Street Facebook page.

Volunteers 
needed for Trunk-or-Treat
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