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STRAWS: The straw in 
the 19th century was a cut 
and dried rye stalk. From 
there, it expanded to “arti-
ficial” varieties, which 
were made of paper cov-
ered in paraffin and were 
created by winding said 
paper around a cylindri-
cal object.

These straws were sin-
gle-use, “guaranteed” to 
be free of taste and odor 
and therefore not have an 
impact on the taste of the 
beverage. Soda fountains 
became popular as more 
people lived in city envi-
ronments and had limit-
ed opportunity to leave 
the home and socialize. 
For men, the destination 
was the saloon. However, 
women were fighting 
for freedom in a num-
ber of ways — and that 
made soda fountains an 
extremely popular des-
tination once they came 
into being.

However, straws were 
key to fighting the disease 
that was prevalent in 
these environments with 
closer living spaces and 
limited means to clean 
the glasses used at such 
public eateries and estab-
lishments.

By the late 1890’s, cities 
were requiring the use of 
straws. The straws stayed 
the same in basic shape, 
length and color until the 
1930’s, although in that 
time frame, focus was 
taken on using straws that 
were wrapped to prevent 
germs when people chose 
their own and eventually, 
straw dispensers were 
invented to minimize con-
sumer contact other than 
with the straw that indi-
vidual would then use.

McDonald’s would be 
key in the growing popu-
larity of the plastic straw.

In 1950, the world was 
producing 1.5 million 
tons of plastic. In a sin-
gle decade, that amount 
increased tenfold.

Today, estimates of 
plastic produced each 
year are roughly at 320 
million.

In July 2018, Seattle, 
Wash., became the larg-
est US city to ban plastic 
straws. Washington, D.C. 
has also made the move 
to ban plastic straws. A 
potential fine of $100 to as 
much as $800 can be lev-
ied against businesses still 
using the products after 
July 1, 2019.
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Live entertainment, good eats, spirits, and of course, tons of BACON!

Ride the Mechanical Pig!

July 20th  |  4 P.M. - 10 P.M.  |  Masonic Center  |  Bradford, PA

For $30, your ticket includes

beverage tastings, bacon inspired

samples, and a souvenir cup!

Tickets available at the gate!

Follow our "Swig & Swine" event page

for exciting news and updates.

Live performances by 

Marshall Law

and Marshmellow Overcoat

Join us tonight!

By KATE DAY SAGER
kdsager@bradfordera.com

The high-pitched “ohhhs” and 
“ahhhs” emitted by children inside the 
inflatable Mobile Planetarium at the 
Bradford Area Public Library were taken 
as signs of approval by staff and parents 
waiting outside.

Friday’s planetarium visit, conduct-
ed by Paul Krupinski of Buffalo, N.Y., 
was part of the library’s 2019 Summer 
Reading Program and tied directly to the 
theme “A Universe of Stories.”

Debbie Deane, youth services librar-
ian, said the event was one of several 
space-themed, hands-on events offered at 
the library this summer.

“Everything is space-themed because 
(Saturday) is the 50th anniversary” of 
the Apollo 11 space flight to the moon, 
Deane said. “I’m super excited that we 
are able to bring this here because, (the 
question is) how many of our area youth 
get to go to a planetarium.”

The 45-minute planetarium shows 
were offered to three age groups of 28 
to 30 children who walked through an 
inflated tunnel to reach the air-pres-
surized planetarium. A program titled 
“Sky Wonder” was offered to kindergar-
ten-age children; “Let’s Do Secrets of the 
Sky” for children in grades one through 
three; and “Lives of the Stars” for fourth- 
through sixth-grade children.

Krupinski, an astronomer, said he 
has taught the program for 26 years 
and bought the planetarium in 1993. 
Krupinski is also on the educational 
and technical staff of the world-re-
nowned Strasenburgh Planetarium of the 
Rochester (N.Y.) Museum and Science 
Center and the Maryvale Planetarium in 
Cheektowaga, N.Y. He is also a member 
of several planetarium societies and asso-
ciations. Krupinski said he has visited 
many libraries in the region this summer 
as a number are offering space-themed 
programs in honor of the 50th anniversa-
ry for the space flight.

“I’ve been in libraries six days last 
week, and six days this week, Monday 

Children reach for the stars at 
Bradford Area Public Library
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Children gathered outside the Mobile Planetarium following Friday’s show at the Bradford Area 
Public Library. The event was part of the library’s summer reading program.
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Astronomer Paul Krupinski, center, pauses a moment before conducting Friday’s show in his 
Mobile Planetarium for children at the Bradford Area Public Library. Stars ...  page A-8

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER 
and DANIELLE GAMBLE

Perkins Restaurants in Bradford and in Olean, 
N.Y., will stay open despite a bankruptcy court ruling 
that other stores in the franchise must be “decommis-
sioned,” according to a manager with the operation.

A stipulation and consent order was agreed 
upon Friday in U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Pittsburgh 
between franchise owners 5171 Campbells Land 
Co. Inc. and trademark owner Perkins & Marie 
Callender’s (PMC) LLC.

The court filing explained that Campbells became 
licensed in January 2018 to operate 27 Perkins restau-
rants, including the ones in Bradford and Olean. 
However, by May of 2018, Campbells had allegedly 
defaulted on the terms of the agreement by using 
unapproved products in the restaurants and failing to 
pay royalties and marketing funds.

The lack of payments led to the license agreements 
being terminated on June 5, 2018. A temporary licens-
ing agreement was reached to allow for the continued 
operation of the businesses, but Campbells defaulted 
on that as well, the filing stated.

Perkins in Bradford, Olean to change 
hands, remain open after filing Chapter 11
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Perkins in Bradford and in Olean, N.Y., will remain open, despite a legal battle 
over the franchise licenses.
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By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

City officials are asking 
residents to remember the 
temporary inconvenience 
of roadwork means better 
streets in the long-run.

Bradford City Director 
of Public Works Chip 
Comilla said he knows it’s 
a bad time, but East Main 
Street and part of Main 
Street will be closed next 
week.

“East Main Street from 
East Avenue to the rail-
road tracks by Rookie’s 
Sports Bar on Main Street 
will be under construc-
tion from Tuesday to 
Thursday,” Comilla said.

“There are going to 
be traffic delays,” he 
said. Milling will begin 
Tuesday, and paving will 
be underway Wednesday 
and Thursday. The road 
may be closed during that 

East Main Street 
section to be 

paved next week
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East Main Street from East Avenue to Main Street by the railroad tracks will be 
paved next week, leading to further traffic delays in the City of Bradford.
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