
‘Round the ‘Round the 

SquareSquare Vol. 144   No. 243  •  43 Main St., Bradford, Pa. 16701  •  Friday, July 16, 2021  •  www.bradfordera.com  •  $1.50

CLEAN THE 
KITCHEN: Cleaning the 
kitchen may be more 
challenging these days 
because the stove and 
prep surfaces are getting 
more use, but cleaning 
effectively can be done 
with a few simple tools. 
Those tools include a 
sponge, baking soda, a 
soft cloth, disinfectant, 
dish soap, an abrasive 
cleaner and a glass clean-
er or stainless steel polish. 
Consumer Reports shared 
the following tips for 
making the kitchen spar-
kle, using these tools:

For those with stain-
less steel appliances, it is 
easy to remove smudges 
by using a polishing 
product. For others, a 
damp cloth should be 
sufficient.

For the stovetop, wipe 
off food and grease with a 
scrub pad and hot, soapy 
water. Next, cover a tough 
stain with a wet cloth and 
let sit before applying 
soapy water and the scrub 
pad to remove it com-
pletely.

If the dishwasher has 
a distinct odor, it helps to 
clean out any large pieces 
of food in the bottom 
and then rinse the filter. 
Use a toothpick to clean 
out any food stuck in the 
spray arms — once you 
have removed them.

Finally, an old cred-
it card can be effective 
for helping to scrape 
off caked-on food in 
the microwave. A bowl 
of water mixed with a 
quarter-cup of lemon 
juice should be put in the 
microwave on high for 
one minute to help loosen 
those food bits.

To clean the coffee 
maker, wipe away stains 
with a damp sponge, 
then run a mixture of 
water and white vinegar 
through the machine 
(details on the ratio 
should be available in 
the coffee maker’s own-
er’s manual).
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The Catholic bishops of 
Pennsylvania issued a joint 
statement Thursday indicating 
that the dispensation from the 
obligation to attend mass, which 
went into effect in March 2020 
amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, 
will soon be lifted.

“As life returns to normalcy 
in so many ways, each Catholic 
Bishop in Pennsylvania will 
reinstate the obligation to attend 
mass in person on Sundays and 
holy days beginning on Sunday, 
Aug. 15, 2021, the Solemnity of 
the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary,” the statement 
read. “The Bishops had dis-
pensed you from this obligation 
in March of 2020 as the devel-
oping coronavirus pandemic 
required people not to assemble 
in group settings. Now, with the 
impact of the pandemic consid-
erably reduced, it is again pos-
sible for the faithful to assemble 
for the Eaucharist and the time 
for us to lift the dispensation 
from the obligation.”

Bishop of Erie, Rev. Lawrence 
Persico explained that attending 

mass in person is important for 
numerous reasons.

“We gather at mass to receive 
the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ, the source of our exis-
tence,” he explained. “It’s a 
reminder of the special relation-
ship we have with God and with 
each other in community. We are 
fortunate to have an opportunity 
to honor God and to give God 
glory, praise and thanks each 
week.”

Persico additionally 
expressed his thanks to the 
clergy, some who incorporated 
technology to include parish-
ioners in livestreamed masses, 
prayer services and other events, 
as well as other clergy who 
were still present for COVID-
19 patients and their families 
throughout the pandemic. He 
also acknowledged the sacrifices 
the general public had to make 
during the pandemic.

“My heart is especially with 
those of you whose livelihoods 
were disrupted and those of you 
who lost loved ones due to the 
pandemic,” he said. “I know 
your pain was increased as a 
result of the many restrictions 
we had to endure.”

Pa. Catholic Bishops reinstate 
obligation to attend mass

PERSICO

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

In recent years, Potter 
County, like McKean 
County, relied on the 
sheriff to handle dual 
responsibility as the war-
den of the county jail as 
well. Beginning Aug. 1, 
that will change.

Potter County 
Commissioners voted 
unanimously at the end 
of June to hire a warden 
and transition oversight 
of the county jail to a 
prison board, consisting 
of seven members: the 
President Judge, Judge 
of the Court of Common 
Pleas, the three County 

Commissioners, the dis-
trict attorney, county trea-
surer and the sheriff.

The move is not a 
result of unsatisfactory 
work from the current 
sheriff. According to 
Commissioners Barry 
Hayman and Paul 
Heimel, the current setup 
requires the sheriff to 
do two full-time jobs, 
both with a unique set 
of required skills and 
responsibilities. This 
means it is difficult for the 
individual filling the rolls 
to do so effectively.

The commissioners 
say that moving away 

Potter 
County transitions 

to prison board

Era photo by Kate Day Sager

A trio of Amish fishermen try their luck at catching the big one Thursday in 
a pond located off the South Nine Mile Road in the town of Carrollton, N.Y., 
as Canada geese observe the activity in the background.

It’s always a good day for fishing
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(Editor’s note: This arti-
cle is the first in a two-part 
series sharing the findings 
of a survey released in June 
2021).

A recent study on 
suicide trends in Rural 
Pennsylvania showed that 
three of the four counties 
in The Era’s coverage area 
have seen increases in the 
number of suicides over 
the past two decades.

The study, published 
in June, was completed 
by Daniel J. Mallinson, 
Ph.D., Eunsil Yoo, and 
Brandon Cruz, Penn State 
Harrisburg, for the Center 
for Rural Pennsylvania. 
Titled “Suicide Trends 
and Prevention in Rural 
Pennsylvania Counties 
and Schools,” the study 

gathered information on 
suicide trends in rural 
counties and schools from 
1999 to 2018.

Per information 
released through the 
study, rates per 100,000 
residents were used in 
order to provide accurate 
data since Pennsylvania 
counties vary widely 
in the number of indi-
viduals in residence. In 
2018, McKean County 
had a suicide rate of 12.2, 
Cameron County had a 
rate of 66.8 (the highest 
number shared on the 
map of the state’s 67 
counties), Potter County 
had a rate of 24.1 and Elk 
County had a rate of 16.8.

The change in suicide 
rates for each county 
from 1999 to 2018 showed 
an increase for McKean 

Study shows 
rural suicide rates 
in Pa. on the rise
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The new Nittany Minit Mart on U.S. Route 6 in East Smethport officially 
opened Wednesday. The convenience store and made-to-order  restaurant, 
which measures more than 8,500 square feet, is open 24 hours. Twenty-
seven employees have been hired, but plans call for more to be added, 
according to Nickie Masullo, division manager. The facility's 15 gas pumps 
feature gas, diesel and off-road, as well as non-ethanol fuel. The parking 
area in back of the building can accommodate 18 tractor-trailers. Speaking 
about the store's opening, Masullo said, "The community has been very 
friendly and welcoming." A grand opening is planned in the near future. 


