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Honor poem: A local 
reader recently called 
and suggested we share 
a poem she has received 
in the mail from Paws of 
Honor.

The poem begins with 
a prelude explaining that, 
when a military or police 
dog dies, part of the cer-
emony includes the read-
ing of this poem.

The Guardians of the 
Night

Trust in me my friend 
for I am your comrade.

I will protect you with 
my last breath.

When all others have 
left you

And the loneliness of 
the night closes in,

I will be at your side.
Together we will con-

quer all obstacles
And search out those 

who might wish harm to 
others.

All I ask of you is com-
passion,

The caring touch of 
your hands.

It is for you that I will 
selflessly give my life

And spend my nights 
unrested.

Although our days 
together

May be marked by the 
passing of the seasons.

Know that each day at 
your side is my reward.

My days are measured 
by

The coming and going 
of your footsteps.

I anticipate them at 
the opening of the door.

You are the voice of 
caring when I am ill.

The voice of authority 
over me when I’ve done 
wrong.

The poem goes on to 
discuss the bond and the 
envy that others might 
have at the connection 
between officer and dog. 
It ends with the follow-
ing:

I will remain ever 
silent,

Ever vigilant, ever 
loyal.

And when our time 
together is done

And you move on in 
the world,

Remember me with 
kind thoughts and tales.

For a time we were 
unbeatable,

Nothing passed among 
us undetected.

If we should ever meet 
again on another field

I will gladly take up 
your fight.

I am a Police Working 
Dog and together

We are GUARDIANS 
of the NIGHT.

The goal of Paws of 
Honor (POH) is to provide 
veterinary care and products 
at no charge for retired mil-
itary and law enforcement 
K-9s’ nationwide that have 
served our country, locally 
or globally. Find more infor-
mation at www.pawsofhon-
or.org.
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By KATE DAY SAGER
Era Reporter

ALLEGANY, N.Y. — Canticle Farm 
officials provided a few updates on 
the all natural farm which is making 
plans for its 20th anniversary and will 
welcome an archeology dig later this 
month.

Sister Melissa Scholl, president of 
the farm, said the non-profit organiza-
tion, located on Nine Mile Road and 
Old State Road in Allegany, is doing 
well and preparing for its 20th anniver-
sary celebration in August.

“We’ve been very satisfied and 
happy with what we’ve been doing,” 
Scholl said.

Owned by the Franciscan Sisters of 
Allegany, the farm provides produce to 
shareholders in the Olean area as well 
as in nearby communities that include 
Bradford, Pa. The farm market is also 
open to the public from noon to 6 p.m 
Tuesdays and Fridays,

“We are going to have our 20th anni-
versary celebration on Aug. 12 at the 

Canticle Farm preparing for 20th 
anniversary and archeology dig this month
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Volunteers at the archeology dig behind Canticle Farm on Old State Road in Allegany are 
shown excavating artifacts in 2019. This year’s dig, headed up by Dr. Steve Howard, will be held 
in a scaled down version at the farm July 26 to Aug. 14.
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Fireworks lit the sky Friday at the Pennhills Club in 
celebration of Independence Day. Other venues in the 
region celebrated throughout the weekend as well.

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

According to the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
in 2019, 70,630 drug over-
dose deaths occurred in 
the United States. Such 
rates reportedly rose 
in 2020, as people were 
forced to stay home and 
self-isolate during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Kersey resident 
Patricia Greene, formerly 
from Ridgway, has experi-
enced the pain first-hand 
of losing a loved one to 
addiction. After the death 
of her son Danny seven 
years ago, she decided to 
use her experience as fuel 
for bringing awareness on 
how addiction not only 
affects the addict them-
selves, but can have a rip-
ple effect, reaching loved 
ones and throughout the 
community. Additionally, 
she emphasizes the 
importance of putting a 
face and name to individ-
uals who have suffered 
from addiction, as they 
are more than an addict 
— they are sons, daugh-
ters, parents, friends and 
so much more.

After Greene’s son 
passed away, she found a 
letter he had left her that 
stated that if he were to 
die from addiction, not 

to grieve for him, but to 
use it to help others. After 
giving herself some time 
to heal, she started the 
non-profit “Messengers 
Supporting Recovery” 
to bring drug awareness 
to the area. Then, after 
ignoring a recurring 
dream about writing a 
book for years, Greene 
decided it was finally 
time to do so.

“Last year I thought 
of all these moms that 
I know and all the kids 
that died from addic-
tion — I said let’s put a 
book together and we’ll 
dedicate a chapter to our 
kids,” she said.

Greene reached out 
to several moms, who 
reached out to sever-
al more in addition to 
several sisters of sur-
vivors. When all the 
women got together, 
they came up with the 
name “Messengers on 
Missions” (M.O.M.S.) and 
the book “Ripples: Effects 
of Addiction” came to fru-
ition. The book contains 
stories from mostly local 
families that have lost a 
loved one to addiction in 
addition to stories of sur-
vivors. M.O.M.S. member 
Lisa Mancuso, who lost 
her son Tyler to addiction, 
designed the cover of the 
book.

“I wanted to make 

sure we got their person-
ality in there so people 
could appreciate that 
they were the kid next 
door,” explained Greene. 
“I wanted to get in the 
parents’ “aha” moment 
when they realized their 
kid had a problem.”

After being released in 
June, the book became an 
instant success, with some 
even sold in Canada, 
Germany, Australia and 
the UK. Over 1,000 cop-

ies have been sold so far 
locally, with many more 
purchased on Amazon.

In addition to Amazon, 
the book can be pur-
chased in Ridgway at 
Cliffe’s and Ridgway 
Chamber of Commerce, 
in St. Marys at St. Marys 
Pharmacy, Clyde’s Meat 
Market and Dream 
Catch, in Kersey at 
Corner Market & Deli 
and Kneading Hands by 
Jacki Bauer, and will soon 

be at Always in Bloom 
in Coudersport. Greene 
hopes to expand book 
sales and has requests 
from businesses in Kane, 
Austin and DuBois, 
though the group is cur-
rently having difficulty 
keeping it in stock.

Greene explained that 
proceeds from the books 
are currently tied up into 
purchasing more books, 

Kersey woman’s book on addiction 
brings hope from pain
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Members of “Messengers Supporting Recovery” (M.O.M.S.) hold pictures of their 
loved ones they have lost to addiction. The group published the book “Ripples: 
Effects of Addiction” in June, which can currently be purchased on Amazon.
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