
OLEAN, N.Y. — The 
coronavirus is exploding 
across the nation in a new 
wave of misery. Cases are 
now skyrocketing up to 
nearly 100,000 a day and 
hospitals in some states 
are at or beyond capacity 
to care for patients.

Here in the Twin Tiers 
there has been an uptick 
of positive cases in sev-
eral counties. Among the 
concerns of local doctors 
are that patients contin-
ue to delay seeking care 
because of COVID-19 
apprehension in visit-
ing hospital emergency 
departments and physi-
cian practices and that 
delaying care can lead to 
less than desirable out-
comes.

“At the beginning 
(pandemic) we saw about 
half of the ER patients we 
would normally see,” said 
Jairo Ulloa, MD, director 
of emergency medicine at 
Bradford (Pa.) Regional 
Medical Center. “Since 
then we’ve seen a slow 
increase in the numbers 
and also the severity 
of patient illness,” the 
doctor said. “Acuity has 
plateaued but volume is 
at about 25 % below what 
we would normally see.”

Dr. William Mills, chief 
medical officer of Upper 
Allegheny Health System, 
explained, “Basically this 
is an indicator that people 
are still holding back on 
seeking care. It’s some-
thing we are concerned 
about. The longer you 
delay care, the higher the 
risk of a poor outcome.”

UAHS hospitals have 
been caring for patients 
throughout the pandemic, 
he said, adding, “Looking 
at the national picture, it 
would be naïve to think 
we will not see more 

COVID-19 patients.”
Mills also explained 

that patients now have 
the option for virtual 
visits to the ER and can 
receive a consult without 
having to go directly to 
the ER. “We can evaluate 
a patient with an ER tele-
visit and determine if an 
ER visit is necessary. We 
also have that option for 
virtual visits to our pri-
mary care providers. It’s 
important for people to 
get the care they need and 
not delay.”

Phillip Senger, MD, 
director of emergen-
cy medicine at Olean 
General Hospital, said 
emergency department 
volumes are down by 
about 50% but empha-
sized that the hospital ER 
is safe. “We understand 
it’s (COVID-19) a concern, 
but the hospital is very 
aggressive relative to 
safety.”

Everyone who enters 
the building is screened 
with a temperature check, 
he explained.

“Everyone is required 
to wear a mask,” Senger 
continued. “Staff on the 
front lines are tested for 
COVID-19. Goggles and 
shields are worn by staff 
who are within six feet of 
people.”

Senger also said the 
hospital’s cleaning efforts 
are aggressive, describing 
the use of cleaning solu-
tions and UV light robots 
which destroy viruses, 
including COVID-19.

Mills agreed, empha-
sizing that BRMC and 
Olean General are dou-
bling down on cleaning 
efforts.

“We have been zealous 
in sanitizing the hospitals 
since the beginning, but 
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FAMOUS WITCHES: 
In honor of Halloween, 
we take a look at some of 
the world’s most famous 
witches.

Hecate is the Greek 
goddess of witchcraft 
and magic. She rules over 
the darkness, the moon, 
and the spirit realm. In 
ancient times, she was 
believed to protect people 
from roaming evil spirits, 
and perform necroman-
cy. She also has a deep 
knowledge of herbology. 
Poisons and hallucino-
gens, such as belladonna, 
hemlock, mandrake, aco-
nite, and opium poppy, 
are associated with her.

According to Jewish 
mythology, Lilith was 
the first woman created 
by God, before Eve. Like 
Hecate, Lilith is associ-
ated with the darkness, 
the moon, and spiritu-
ality. Her refusal to be 
subservient to Adam 
got her kicked out of 
Paradise and forced to 
have 100 demon babies 
for each day she didn’t 
agree to return (she never 
did). Because of this 
fierce independence and 
unapologetic sexuality, 
Lilith is considered the 
first feminist goddess.

In the Welsh myth 
collection Mabinogi, this 
beautiful, silver-haired 
witch riding a white 
horse symbolizes inner 
fortitude and patience. 
In Slavic countries, 
Rhiannon is the goddess 
of death and rebirth. She 
is accompanied by the 
Adar Rhiannon, “Birds of 
Rhiannon.” These three 
birds possess magical 
powers, whose song is 
said to “wake the dead 
and lull the living to 
sleep.” Both her and her 
birds have an illusory 
power over their position 
in time and space.

In 19th century 
Louisiana, Marie Laveau 
was known as the Voodoo 
Queen of New Orleans. 
Her skills with voodoo, 
magic, and medicinal 
herbs were highly revered 
and sought after by white 
and black clients alike, 
all desperate to be grant-
ed their specific wishes. 
After her first husband, a 
Haitian immigrant named 
Jacques Paris, passed 
away under mysteri-
ous circumstances, she 
became a hairdresser with 
a wealthy white clientele. 
They say her network 
of informants planted in 
those households grant-
ed her the illusion of 
omniscience, cementing 
the perception of her as 
a magical, all-knowing 
witch. She was also said 
to have a snake, named 
Zombi after an African 
god, that she would 
dance with. People still 
visit her grave today to 
pray and leave gifts in 
the hope that she’ll aid 
them from the afterlife.
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Fall back
Daylight saving time ends
at 2 a.m. Sunday – set your 
clocks back one hour before 
going to bed Saturday

This year’s Halloween 
events are set in various 
municipalities.

Remember to wear a 
cloth mask (but not under 
a costume mask) and 
practice social distancing 
while enjoying the fun 
this weekend.

• Bradford City, 
Halloween trick-or-treat 
hours, 6 to 7:30 p.m.

•Bradford Trunk-or-
Treat events:

Bright Beginnings: 
2 p.m. to 5 p.m. at 17 
Derrick Rd.

Open Arms/Bradford 
Alliance Church/
DBBDA: 6 to 7:30 p.m. on 
Chambers Street

• Bradford Township 
Halloween trick-or-treat 
hours will be from 6 
to 7:30 p.m. Residents 
should leave their porch 
lights on during this time.

• Bradford Manor 
Drive Thru Trick or Treat 
2 — 3:30 p.m. Decorate 

Halloween events set throughout area

Era photo by Wade Aiken

This home on Margaret Street in St. Marys puts the spooky back into Halloween with their creative and 
creepy display. Halloween ...  page A-8

UAHS doctors 
voice concern
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By SALLY RYAN COSTIK

(The University of 
Pittsburgh at Bradford is 
restoring a lost 19th cen-
tury masterwork painting 
that hung in the Emery 
Hotel. In 1964, the hotel 
was reincarnated as one 
of the university’s first 
residence halls. Once “The 
Emery” became a dormi-
tory, the painting was 
stashed for safe keeping 
and forgotten for 55 years. 
This second installment 
of a five-part series about 
the restoration focuses on 
the painting’s second home 
in Bradford, the Emery 
Hotel.)

The Emery Hotel – 
now known as Emery 
Towers — was consid-
ered to be “the most 
beautiful and opulently 
furnished hotel in the 
east, worthy of the rich-
est and busiest town in 
Pennsylvania oil fields.”

The Emery was built 
in 1929 by Grace Emery 
in memory of her father, 
Lewis Emery, one of 
Bradford’s pioneer 
oil producers and a 
dominant figure in the 
growth of the city and 
the area’s oil industry.

After Lewis Emery’s 
death in 1924, his 
daughter Grace was 
determined to honor his 
life and legacy with a 
spectacular hotel. It was 

said that she “erected 
this unusual monument 
because she thought 
it fitted her father’s 
characteristics and 

active temperament.” It 
would be the first hotel 
to be built in the city in 

Pitt-Bradford’s Emery 
Art Restoration Project

Part II: 
The Emery 
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Pitt-Bradford students show their enthusiasm for 
the newly finished Emery Hall.

Emery ...  page A-4

Era photo by 
Wade Aiken

Lauren 
McCauley 
takes her 
children, 
2 year old 
Avery Bailey 
and 1 year 
old Cecelia 
Green through 
the trunk or 
treat line at 
the Bradford 
YMCA.
To read 
more about 
Halloween cel-
ebrations in 
Bradford visit 
page A-3


