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office/814-368-3173

Newsroom/814-362-6531
news@bradfordera.com

Follow us on:

UNITING LAW ENFORCEMENT WITH THEIR COMMUNITIES
AND PROUDLY PARTNERING WITH WILLIAM HANLEY LODGE #67 FOP

For More Information Contact Kathy Obermeyer at 814-366-5506 or kathy.obermeyer@era.com

SATURDAY JUNE 22, 2019 /RICHARD E. AND RUTH MCDOWELL SPORT & FITNESS CENTER

5K RACE STARTS AT 10:15 AM FOLLOWED WITH THE  ONE MILE FUN RUN AT 11 AM

REGISTER AT WWW.BACKTHEBLUE5K.COM UNTIL JUNE 19TH • DAY OF RACE REGISTRATION AVAILABLE AT 8:45 AM

COINCIDENCE: Ellie 
Lathrop celebrated a fun 
coincidence upon reading 
June 8’s edition of The 
Era: there were articles 
about both her uncle and 
her granddaughter.

The life of U.S. Army 
Sgt. John Berg of Crosby 
(1889-1956) was retold 
in an article on Page 
A-3. On Page B-1 was 
an article about Hannah 
Lathrop of Port Allegany, 
who is playing softball 
for the University of 
Pittsburgh at Bradford.

In fact, Ellie tells us 
she named her son — 
Hannah’s father — in 
honor of John Berg.

Ellie recalls that when 
she was around the age 
of 10, she told Uncle John 
she was going to name 
her son after him. Uncle 
John wasn’t fond of the 
idea.

But Uncle John and 
Aunt Blanche never had 
children, so when Uncle 
John died, Ellie named a 
son, Sean, in his honor.

Sean is the Irish form 
of John.

Ellie notes that Sean 
has coached wrestling in 
Port Allegany for about 25 
years.

The building that 
housed John and 
Blanche’s business, The 
Wagon Wheel, eventually 
became the location of 
the John Berg American 
Legion Post 976.

Ellie notes that when 
the Post was destroyed 
by fire in 2013, two of the 
wagon wheels used as 
chandeliers were able to 
be saved. Those chande-
liers are now fixtures in 
the newly built Post.

BOOZE: While search-
ing The Era’s archives, we 
found a story from June 
1929 about Prohibition.

“County Detective 
Jack J. Allison continued 
his war against illicit 
liquor traffic yesterday 
when he confiscated 
probably the largest 
quantity of liquor ever 
secured in this city in 
one haul. H.K. Roberts of 
84 Main street was arrest-
ed on a warrant issued 
by Justice of Peace Frank 
Whitting at Smethport 
and taken to the coun-
ty seat where bail was 
arranged.

“Confiscated from a 
stall rented by Roberts 
was 540 pints of ale, 40 
quarts of gin, 34 pints 
of whiskey, 96 quarts 
of whiskey and 550 
small bottles of whiskey 
equipped with cork screw 
attachment for opening.”

Impressive.
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A clematis vine with its brilliant blooms peeks through an arbor near a 
home in Eldred.

By MARC LEVY 
Associated Press

HARRISBURG (AP) 
— U.S. Sen. Pat Toomey 
waded into a budget 
fight in Pennsylvania on 
Monday over substantial-
ly expanding state tax-
payer support for private 
and religious schools that 
is stoking pushback from 
public school advocates.

Democratic Gov. Tom 
Wolf is expected to veto 
the measure, but Toomey, 
a Republican, wrote to the 
governor to urge him to 
sign it and make the case 
for nearly doubling a tax 
credit program, increasing 

it by $100 million to $210 
million a year.

Approximately 40,000 
children are on a waiting 
list for the taxpayer-fund-
ed scholarship aid to help 
pay their tuition, Toomey 
wrote.

“The educational 
futures of Pennsylvania 
children should not be 
jeopardized by political 
games or partisan poli-
tics,” Toomey wrote. “I 
urge you to sign this leg-
islation.”

Under the 18-year-old 
Educational Improvement 
Tax Credit program, cor-

Toomey wades into 
fight over $100M 
private schools bill

By CALEB HUNTOON
eracalebh@gmail.com

It may seem like the wet, 
gloomy weather has made 
it nearly impossible for con-
struction crews to do their job. 
However, Sara Andrews –– 
executive director of the Office 
of Economic and Community 
Development –– told The Era 
on Monday the Main Street 
Streetscape Project is “going 
rather well considering the 
weather.”

“We’re doing the entire length 
of Main Street, from Festival Way 
to Mechanic Street,” Andrews 
explained. “There is still quite a 
bit of work left to be done; we 
still have things like lighting and 
traffic lights to do as well as new 
trees.”

One of the biggest concerns 
with the project was a curb in 
business on Main Street due to 
construction taking place where 
customers ordinarily would park 
or walk.

However, Andrews explained 
things have been “business as 
usual” on Main Street –– offering 

praise for the diligence of the 
contractor hired for the job.

“The contractor has been 
very diligent working with all 
the business owners. My under-
standing is that there was only 

one or two businesses that had 
any issues and that was with-
in the first week or two,” the 
executive director said. “Other 
than that, I am not aware of any 
business being hurt by the con-

struction.”
At Leo’s Sub Shop, opera-

tions have been normal. Dylan 
Ashley, an employee at Leo’s, 
said the sub shop has not seen 

Officials say Main Street work going smoothly
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Officials say the Main Street streetscape work is going smoothly, despite the poor weather.
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By KATE DAY SAGER
kdsager@bradfordera.com

For the past week or 
so, furniture, books and 
supplies have been car-
ried out of St. Bernard 
Elementary/Middle 
School with plans to send 
them to other campuses, 
or toss them out in the 
Dumpster.

In January, officials 
with St. Bernard Church 
and the Erie Diocese 
announced the elemen-
tary/middle school at 
450 W. Washington St. in 
Bradford would close per-
manently at the end of the 
calendar year due to low 
enrollment and financial 
difficulties.

Students from the 
school, which had been 
in existence in St. Bernard 
Parish for the past 139 
years, have been offered 
an opportunity to attend 
the campus of Archbishop 
Walsh Academy and 
Southern Tier Catholic 
School in Olean, N.Y., 
which houses grades 
kindergarten through 12. 
Rev. Ray Gramata, pastor 
of St. Bernard Church, 
could not be reached for 
comments for additional 
information on the school 
building.

On Monday, a few of 
the staff from St. Bernard 
School were busy box-
ing up items as well as 
hauling old books and 
supplies to a Dumpster 
set up in the school’s front 

driveway.
“We have people 

scheduled to come and 
get stuff,” said Bob South, 
campus maintenance 
employee. “And all the 
Catholic schools (in the 

area) are coming, too,” 
he said, noting staff with 
schools from communities 
that include St. Marys 
have been picking up fur-
niture, tables and book-
cases for their campuses.

“The (St. Bernard) 
teachers were here all last 
week helping,” South con-
tinued. “They had to stay 
a week longer. We have 
a couple of teachers who 

Former staff at closed St. Bernard 
School “winding down an era”
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St. Bernard Elementary/Middle School maintenance man Bob South, background, carries a box of supplies 
Monday at the now-closed school as former student Giana Davidson gets in some hula hoop practice while 
her mother, Gina Davidson (not shown), helps with inventory at the campus.
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