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FIREWORKS: Judging 
by the pops and crackles 
we’ve been hearing at 
night, the season of fire-
works has begun.

A bit of history: The 
Chinese were the first 
to create fireworks — 
although the original 
intention was to scare 
away large mountain 
men. Chinese people 
were writing on green 
stalks of bamboo and 
heating them in the 
fire, when they realized 
that heating them for 
a longer period caused 
a loud noise and that 
noise scared men who 
happened to be large 
and mountain-dwelling. 
Fireworks were also cred-
ited with scaring away 
evil spirits.

Sometime between 
600 and 900 C.E., Chinese 
alchemists discovered 
gunpowder by accidental-
ly mixing saltpeter, sulfur 
and charcoal. This discov-
ery was partnered with 
bamboo stalks, and with 
the mixture in the stalks, 
a form of sparkler. From 
there, military minds 
went to work and began 
to adjust the mixture for 
use in weaponry.

Italy took the firework 
a step further, creating a 
shell and also making the 
fireworks colorful.

Organic salt is lay-
ered with the oxidizer, 
potassium percholorate, 
to create the whistling 
sound that people asso-
ciate with fireworks 
because each layer burns 
by itself. Flakes of alu-
minum or iron can be 
added to create sizzling, 
while the loud bangs 
come from titanium pow-
der (which also provides 
white sparks).

It is not possible to 
recycle fireworks. Instead, 
the discarded shells 
should be soaked in water 
before they are thrown in 
the garbage. If you have 
fireworks that are unused 
and want to dispose of 
them, it is wise to call 
your local waste depart-
ment to see what the 
preferred procedure is for 
your area.

It is important to note 
here that, while popular, 
fireworks are not fun for 
everyone. Veterans can 
suffer episodes of PTSD, 
animals can have adverse 
reactions and birds can 
become disoriented and 
get injured flying into 
things.

Be considerate with 
your celebrations.
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Independence Day 
celebrations are set 
throughout the region 
for this week and the 
weekend.

Events begin today 
with celebrations and a 

few fireworks displays.
Allegany State Park 

in Salamanca, N.Y., will 
hold a celebration at 
the Quaker Beach area 
beginning at noon with 
a chicken barbecue by 
the Coldspring Volunteer 
Fire Department.

At 6 p.m., music 
will be provided by 

Allegany’s own Artist 
in Residence, Keith 
James, an accomplished 
pop singer/songwriter 
from Buffalo, N.Y. The 
headlining act will be 
Jillian Eliza beginning at 
7:30 p.m. Other activities 
during the event will 
include the Naturalist 
Table from 7 to 9 p.m. at 

the Quaker Bathhouse. 
Capping off the evening 
will be a firework dis-
play over the waters of 
Quaker Lake.

The 2nd Annual 
Freedom Fest will be 
held at Bradford Alliance 
Church, from 7 to 9 p.m. 
today. Free food and 
games will be held, and 

a bounce house will be 
available. After the event, 
stay to watch the fire-
works at dusk at nearby 
Pennhills Club.

In St. Marys, visitors 
are welcome to begin 
arriving at the St. Marys 
Area School District’s 

By CALEB HUNTOON
eracalebh@gmail.com

Freedom isn’t the only 
thing that will ring during 
Sunday’s fourth annual 
Patriotic and Popular 
Music Concert at Crook 
Farm.

Melodical and vibrant 
music will be ringing 
out from the instru-
ments of the Twin Tiers 
Community Band.

Sally Costik, curator of 
the Bradford Landmark 
Society, which sponsors 
the event, said last year’s 
event had a good turnout 
considering the intense 
heat.

“It was good, but it 
was hot,” she said. “I 
hope we won’t have that 
problem this year.”

The forecast calls for 
81 degrees and 58 percent 
humidity, so it doesn’t 
look like her wish will 
come true.

Speaking of the event, 
Costik said people seem 
to enjoy it.

“It’s a popular thing,” 
she said. “It’s not very 
long, but they get a good 
crowd.”

She added there will 
be tents for the musicians 
and for those who attend.

“We’re selling ice 
cream, water and 
this year we’re doing 
Tubbers,” Costik said, 
explaining that Tubbers 
are essentially old fash-
ioned ice cream with 
chocolate and nuts. “They 
were ‘invented’ in 1917 
as the story goes, a kid 
nicknamed Tubber and 
a couple of his friends 
were at an ice cream par-
lor when he asked them 
to make this special ice 
cream sundae but it was 
a little different because it 
had the ice cream, choco-
late, whipped cream and 
Spanish peanuts.”

Costik said the creation 
became popular with the 
local ice cream parlors, 
who would eventually 
advertise them and call 
them Tubbers –– named 
after the boy.

The event starts at 
2 p.m. Admission is free.

For sale will be hot 
dogs for $1 each, water 
for $1 per bottle, ice cream 
for $1 each and Tubbers 
$2 each.

Landmark Society’s concert set for Sunday

By KATE DAY SAGER
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As Patti Fisher picked up a John Wayne 
reference book donated to Bradford Area 
Public Library, she couldn’t stop herself 
from letting out a loud “oohh” as she leafed 
through the book.

Fisher is one of several volunteers at the 
library who ensure the chores and tasks the 
staff don’t have time to handle are complet-
ed. Fisher, and likely others, said she helps 
as a way to give back to the community.

“We typically track between 200 and 300 
volunteer hours at the library each month, 
and last year we had a total of just under 
3,000 volunteer hours for 2018,” said Lacey 
Love, executive director of the library. 
“Everyone on the staff is very grateful for 
our volunteer help, and our volunteers take 
care of a huge variety of tasks that help 
keep the library running (such as) stuffing 
envelopes, shelving books, taking care of 
the grounds, filing, weeding old books, cat-
aloging and processing DVDs, and helping 

Volunteers 
keep Bradford 
library running 

smoothly
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Debbie Bee and Michael Ferchak found children’s books on the free rack at Bradford Area 
Public Library this week. The rack and other books for sale at the library are made avail-
able thanks to the work of volunteers like Patti Fisher, who sorts donated books.Library ...  page A-8
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Participants of the 3rd annual Patriotic and Popular Music concert at Crook Farm 
try to stay cool in the heat in 2018. It looks like Sunday’s event will be a warm 
one as well.

Independence Day events 
scheduled throughout region
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The Pennhills Club fireworks display lights the night sky over Bradford Township in 2018.
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