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Rock sighting: The 
newsroom received a 
submission from Bill 
Bredengerd

of Bradford on Sept. 
7 that explained “I liked 
this painted rock seen on 
the Pitt trail.”

This rock may or 
may not have been part 
of a group that Brenda 
Laird and her son and 
daughter hid Aug. 25 
along Pitt Trail. That set 
of rocks focused on a 
spooky theme in honor of 
Halloween.

For those who are 
interested in more infor-
mation on painted rocks 
they find in our area, a 
good place to check out 
is the Facebook page for 
Bradford Rocks Kindness. 
Numerous talented artists 
both big and small enjoy 
decorating rocks and 
hiding them throughout 
the area. The journeys of 
these rocks is followed via 
Facebook posts by eager 
rock hunting participants.

———
More rock fun: Tony 

Falconi of Lewis Run, 
Bradford Senior Center, 
dropped a couple quar-
ters on his way into the 
Bradford Senior Center 
on Sept. 12, and when he 
found one of the quarters, 
it was on top of a flat rock 
the size of a silver dollar. 
The rock was decorat-
ed; on one side it says 
“Around and Around” 
and on the other side a 
circle was drawn and 
“North, South, East and 
West” were written.

When told about the 
Bradford Rocks Kindness 
initiative and the option 
to re-hide the rock for oth-
ers to enjoy, he said

“Maybe that’s what I’ll 
do.”

For those hiding rocks: 
Per the Bradford Rocks 
Kindness Facebook page, 
the best way to decorate 
rocks is with paint or 
marker. Avoid stickers, 
googly eyes or other addi-
tions that can fall off the 
rock, as they are out in 
nature and could be dan-
gerous to children who 
find them or to animals.
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Main Street in Bradford will be 
closed off when the 10th annual 
Pumpkin Fest kicks off from noon to 
5 p.m. on Sept. 28, complete with fun 
activities for the whole family.

The festival will feature hay-
rides, the YMCA bounce house, rock 
climbing wall, live music by Brianna 
Blankenship, Jim Ronan and Connor 
Brien, performances by the Queen Bee 
dancers from Studio B, a mechanical 
bull, bungee extreme and many ven-
dors.

“We have a wide variety of food 
vendors — steak sandwiches, cotton 
candy, kettle corn, pizza, walking tacos, 
ice cream, fried dough,” said Sarah 
Matzner, Main Street coordinator for 
the Office of Economic and Community 
Development.

“Other vendors will have home-
made craft items available to purchase, 
jewelry, Tastefully Simple, handmade 
bath and body items, crocheted items, 
homemade candies and some local 
organizations will be doing bake sales.”

The Main Street Movie House will 
offer a free movie, “Alvin and the 
Chipmunks Meet the Wolfman.” Entry 
to the movie starts at 10 a.m. and the 
movie shows at 10:30 a.m.

Kids are invited to take part in the 
free UPB Kids Zone, hosted by the 
University of Pittsburgh at Bradford 

10th annual Pumpkin Fest slated for Sept. 28
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Three-year-old Mason Lang paints a pumpkin during the 2018 Pumpkin Fest in downtown 
Bradford. The 2019 festival is set for Sept. 28.

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Warren-based country and west-
ern band Co. Townes will make its 
television debut on PBS tonight at 
8 p.m., featured on the WPSU series, 
“Metronome from the Attic.”

The band, which has been togeth-
er for almost five years, features lead 
singer Jody Aiello, who is from Kane 
originally and still works there at 
Dangelos; Sara Aiello, the band’s sing-
er/harmonica player who works as the 
Elementary/Middle School art teacher 
in Kane; Eric Morelli, vocals/guitar; 
Nate Blick, drums; and Andy King, 
bass.

The band is seen performing five of 
their original songs, including the pre-
viously unreleased “32 Special.”

A press release from the band 
explained, “We wanted to play 32 
Special, because it shows more of the 
groove our sound is falling into with 
psychedelic guitar, biting harmonica 
and western imagery.”

During the show, the band wears 
unique custom-made rhinestone suits, 
which they created themselves.

Co. Townes featured on PBS series today
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Co. Townes, a band based in Warren, was filmed for “Metronome from the Attic,” which airs at 
8 p.m. tonight on PBS.

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Discussion at Tuesday’s Bradford 
Sanitary Authority meeting focused on 
the progress of phase three upgrades 
at the wastewater treatment plant on 
Seaward Avenue.

The authority reported on the meet-
ing to The Era on Wednesday.

Engineer Jack Rae gave an update to 
the board on construction progress.

According to Rae, the new sludge 
digester tanks are complete and are 
being tested now for water tightness. 
Also, the walls are nearly finished for 
the vehicle and equipment building.

Plant staff have been watering the 
new reed beds 24/7 with effluent 
wastewater, and the reeds have grown 
quickly to 3-4 feet tall, Rae reported

“Once the new sludge digester 
tanks are operational, they will supply 
digested sludge to the reeds to sustain 
their growth and eliminate the contin-
uous watering process,” the authority 
explained.

The reed bed, which have replaced 

the plant’s sand bed, will be part of the 
plant’s new sludge dewatering process.

Executive Director Rick Brocius 
noted the many Crook Farm Trail users 
have been cooperative and patient 
while trail access was temporarily lim-
ited due to construction of the new dif-
fused outfall in the Tunungwant Creek.

“Often trail users would take photos 
or stop to watch the heavy equipment 
in operation installing the large pipes 
under the stream bed,” he said.

Brocius described the purpose of the 
project.

“The diffused outfall will serve 
to provide 100 percent mixing of the 
treatment plant’s discharge with the 
receiving waters of the stream,” he 
said. “This reduces the stress of the 
plant’s discharge on the stream to 
the lowest extent possible and better 
enables the Authority to achieve strin-
gent discharge permit limits. In turn, 
the industrial users of the Authority’s 
treatment plant benefit with less strin-
gent permit limits as well.”
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Bradford Sanitary 
Authority hears progress 

of plant upgrades
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A cofferdam diverts the stream flow and allows for 
the construction of the diffused outfall under the 
stream bed of the Tunungwant Creek by Bradford’s 
wastewater treatment plant. Sanitary ...  page A-10


