
LEARN 
MORE! discoverNPRC.org

Brighter

Futures
Begin Here

‘Round the ‘Round the 

SquareSquare
Vol. 145   No. 239  •  43 Main St., Bradford, Pa. 16701  •  Wednesday, July 13, 2022  •  www.bradfordera.com  •  $1.50

Contact The Era at:
Business 

office/814-368-3173
Newsroom/814-362-6531
news@bradfordera.com

Follow us on:

Today’s Weather:
There is a chance of showers and thun-
derstorms with otherwise mostly sunny 
skies and a high near 76 degrees. For 
tonight’s forecast see A-8.

REVIEW YOUR 
WISHES: It’s hard. We 
don’t like to think about 
it, but all of us are going 
to drift away someday. 
And, if you have a will in 
place, then it makes it so 
much easier on those who 
are left behind to know 
what you wanted done 
with your estate.

There have been 
changes in tax laws over 
recent years that may 
make it worthwhile to 
update an existing will. 
Check with a tax prepar-
er or an attorney if you 
have specific questions 
about the financial impli-
cations of your estate, 
including what hap-
pens to your retirement 
funds, as those laws have 
changed as well and you 
may want to review your 
options now.

If you have not drawn 
up a will, that is the 
first step in lightening 
the load — for yourself 
and your loved ones. 
Understanding the terms 
used in estate planning 
helps get some started.

A will or trust is a 
written document that 
distributes your assets to 
your heirs.

A durable power of 
attorney (DPOA) gives a 
person you have named 
the ability to manage your 
affairs should you become 
incapable or incapacitat-
ed.

A healthcare proxy 
allows somebody you 
designate to serve 
as your advocate in 
health-related matters.

An advance directive 
or living will is a written 
document or form from 
a medical facility that 
lays out the specifics and 
details of your wishes 
should you be involved in 
a medical emergency.

You can do some of 
these on your own with 
help from online resourc-
es like FreeWill and 
LegalZoom, or you can 
hire an estate attorney. 
The decision for some 
is based on cost and the 
value of their estate — 
choose wisely because it 
could cost you in the end.

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Broadband in McKean 
County was a central 
topic at the meeting of 
the McKean County 
Commissioners on 
Tuesday.

Commissioner Carol 
Duffy said that broadband 
was identified as an area 
of focus this year by the 
County Commissioners 
Association of 
Pennsylvania, and intro-
duced Bob Veilleux, coun-
ty economic development 
liaison, for an update.

“The Eldred project is 
underway, with a goal of 
having it completed in 

Fall 2022,” Veilleux said. 
“It is projected to reach 
just over 1,000 structures 
including portions of 
Eldred Borough, Eldred 
Township, Otto Township, 
Keating Township, Ceres 
Township and Annin 
Township.”

The Route 6 project, 
between Smethport and 
Hazel Hurst, is being 
funded through a grant 
that SkyPacket Networks 
has received from the PA 
Unserved/Underserved 
grant program. It will be 
used to install equipment.

“SkyPacket is an ISP 
that is currently using 
the county’s network to 
deliver service to custom-
ers,” Veilleux said. “They 

are in the process of 
finalizing the tower sites 
and determining the best 
location for a microwave 
relay point. SkyPacket 
hopes to have this project 
finished by Spring 2023 
and it will service approx-
imately 360 structures 
between Smethport and 
Hazel Hurst including the 
Irons Hollow, Bloomster 
Hollow and Kasson 
areas.”

Portions of Keating, 
Hamlin and Sergeant 
townships are included.

Veilleux said the coun-
ty has been collecting 
data related to broadband 
availability.

Updates on broadband 
projects given at McKean 

Co. commissioners meeting

By MANDY COLOSIMO
era.Mandy.C@gmail.com

It seems to be a trend 
this year, everything is 
starting to come back as it 
was before the pandemic. 
One more event to add to 
the growing list this sum-
mer is the annual Wine 
Walk which will have 
patrons strolling through 
the local businesses of his-
toric downtown Bradford 
from 3:30 to 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, July 23.

“We are very excited 
this year. It is one of our 
biggest wine walks, with 
12 wineries. We have 
two wineries rejoining us 
after a few years of miss-
ing out due to COVID 
and we have two brand 
new wineries,” said 
Michelle Baxter, chair of 
the Wine Walk and head 
chair of the Downtown 

Bradford Business District 
Authority (DBBDA).

There are a limited 
number of tickets avail-
able and are all sold 
via presale at $20 each. 

Participants can choose 
a start time from 3:30 
to 5:30 p.m. with times 
staggered 30 minutes 

Wine Walk 
returns to Downtown
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A representative from a local winery pours a sip of 
wine for two women during a previous Wine Walk. 
Wineries from across the region will return to down-
town Bradford’s host-businesses on Saturday, July 
23 for this year’s Wine Walk. Tickets are going fast.

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Summer days, blue 
skies and celebrating 
the 133-year tradition of 
American craftsmanship 
sure sound like a good 
way to start a party — 
and W.R. Case & Sons 
Cutlery Co. agrees.

This weekend, the 
Zippo/Case Museum & 
Flagship Store will be 
the site of the 2022 Case 
Collector Reunion.

“This is a make-up 
from last year when we 
couldn’t have the 40-year 
reunion,” explained 
Case spokesman Fred 
Feightner Tuesday night. 
The event is set for Friday 
and Saturday, with Friday 
set aside exclusively for 
Collector Club members 
and Saturday open to the 
public.

“We wanted to incor-
porate the public and 
the many people that 
regularly visit the Zippo/

Case Museum & Flagship 
Store,” Feightner said.

Case enthusiasts will 
be able to swap knives 
and share stories, and 
take part in a slate of fun 
activities while perusing 
exclusive commemorative 
merchandise.

“The SPCA will be 
there, a balloon art-
ist, there will be music 
throughout the event,” he 
said, explaining Ade Adu 
and the Bob Hartle Band 
will perform. “There’s 
going to be ax throwing. 
We have Case cornhole. 

That will be fun.”
Vince Liuzzo, 

“The Tree Guy” from 
Jamestown, N.Y. will be 
chainsaw carving during 
the event.

“He’s a pretty accom-
plished chainsaw carv-
er,” Feightner said. And 
there’s a special event 
of sorts planned around 
this. He explained, “Case 
has sort of adopted unof-
ficially the Pennsylvania 
State Amphibian — the 
hellbender. We had Vince 
do a chainsaw carving of 
a hellbender that we’re 

going to donate to the 
SPCA, and the SPCA is 
going to conduct a raffle 
and award it to the win-
ner.”

Ah, but Case will not 
do without their very 
own wooden amphibian. 
Feightner said, “He’s 
doing another one that 
Case wants to take on the 
road.”

On Friday, exclusively 
first to Collector Club 
members, Case will 
unveil its Stay Sharp Tour 
Exhibit. The event will 
be from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 

and will include a knife 
showcase and swap meet, 
along with activities and 
games.

The motorcycle to 
be raffled for Kids and 
Cancer will be there, as 
will the display showing 
the renovations planned 
for the Museum & 
Flagship store.

“There’s a lot going 
on,” Feightner said. They 
expect a few hundred col-
lectors to attend.

“Our Case Collectors 

Case Collector Reunion set for Friday and Saturday

Era photo by Daniella Langianese

This curious chipmunk filled his cheek pockets 
with a sweet roll from the yard of a home on 
Route 646 in Rew.
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By MANDY COLOSIMO
era.Mandy.C@gmail.com

SMETHPORT — A 
portion of the Tennessee 
Gas Pipeline, located in 
Clermont, reportedly 
exploded Tuesday eve-
ning.

Information is limited 
as of press time, how-
ever, what is known is 
that McKean County 
Commissioner Tom 
Kreiner was on-scene 
and, at that time, reported 
no injuries and that the 
fire was under control. 
He also stated there was 
a representative from 
Tennessee on scene and 
other personnel were 
enroute.

According to reports, 
calls to fire departments 
across the region start 
going out before 5:30 p.m. 

to an address on Wilcox 
Road. Stations were asked 
to provide manpower, 
UTVs, and other assis-
tance for a “large wild-
fire.” The calls for assis-
tance continued to sound 
throughout the evening.

As of the time of this 
report, approximately five 
acres had burned in the 
fire.

Later, after 7:45 p.m., 
reports were confirmed 
there had been an explo-
sion along the Clermont 
section of the Tennessee 
Gas Pipeline. Calls to 
the parent company 
KinderMorgan were not 
returned before press 
time.

Early reports 
indicate the follow-
ing fire departments 

Pipeline explosion 
sets off wildfire in 

Clermont on Tuesday
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