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Walk down memory 
lane: The Era newsroom 
has a 2019 calendar cre-
ated by The Bradford 
Landmark Society, filled 
with Bradford history and 
trivia. Taking a look at 
some of the notable facts 
for recent days in August, 
we noticed a few familiar 
entries and one intriguing 
one.

The 1999 flood is men-
tioned on Aug. 20, noting 
that Parkview, located on 
West Washington Street at 
the time, was washed out 
by the rising waters that 
occurred following torren-
tial rains.

Parkview was not 
the only business in the 
area that had significant 
damage from the flood. 
Homes were also hit hard 
by the rising water.

This flood also impact-
ed the Bradford Area 
High School, Callahan 
Park and KOA Speer 
Electronics, which lost as 
much as 40% of its inven-
tory when Bennett Brook 
flooded the plant, pouring 
water into the building 
that was five feet deep 
within the walls.

Bradford Regional 
Medical Center had 
two feet of water on 
the ground floor, which 
made it challenging to 
feed the patients and had 
an impact on water qual-
ity in the building for 
some time.

Meanwhile, on Aug. 23 
in 1944, the calendar notes 
that Bradford was cho-
sen as the site of the new 
Corning Glass Works. 
This business kept a facto-
ry in Bradford for almost 
30 years. A bit of research 
shows us that Corning 
sold its electronics divi-
sion to AVX Corp. and 
Vishay Intertechnology 
Inc. for $103 million in 
cash in 1987. This includ-
ed its ceramic and glass 
capacitor division.

The factory was locat-
ed on Owens Way, in a 
building which has since 
been home to numerous 
businesses.

Finally, the intriguing 
entry we found: the theft 
of the Hanley collection of 
paintings from a home on 
East Main Street on Aug. 
22, 1968. This art heist 
was a mystery to the area 
for around eight days, 
before the paintings were 
discovered somewhere 
outside Kane on Aug. 30, 
which is another entry in 
our calendar of trivia.

We like the idea of a 
real-life art heist right 
here in our local history, 
although we are also 
happy to hear the paint-
ings were recovered in 
short order.
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The supply division of National Fuel 
Gas Co. has a big project in the works for 
the local region.

Carly Manino, spokesperson for 
National Fuel, explained that National 
Fuel Gas Supply Corp. has filed an 
application with the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission for its FM100 
project.

“This modernization project will 
enhance the long-term safety of those 
living and working around our pipe-
lines,” she said. It will ensure safe, secure 
pipelines; reinforce the supply system by 
updating aging infrastructure, enhance 
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Fuel supply 
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Miss Bradford, Gretchen Henneman, won the title 
of Miss McKean County Fair Queen during cer-
emonies Saturday night, the final day of the fair. 
During the talent portion of the competition, she 
sang “Born to Fly” and “The Greatest Love of 
All.” The daughter of Martin Henneman and Joy 
Confer, Gretchen received flowers and a plaque 
containing a clock. She now qualifies for the title 
of state fair queen in January at the Pennsylvania 
State Association of County Fairs Convention in 
Hershey. Miss Kane, Hannah Gullifer, was named 
the first runner-up. She tap danced and sang 
“You Are the Reason.” All candidates presented 
prepared speeches and answered impromptu 
questions.
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Siblings James Rhodes, 13, Brianna Rhodes, 11, and Matthew Rhodes, 10, each pick out 
a backpack at Grace Lutheran Church on Sunday. The backpacks were donated by Grace 
Lutheran Church, Open Arms Community Church, and the Williams Agency. Also on hand 
was On the Side books who were giving out free vouchers for books.

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ 
erastaff.43@gmail.com

Visitors are invited to 
experience a blast from 
the past during the Crook 
Farm Country Fair and 
Old Time Music Festival 
from Thursday through 
Sunday at the Crook Farm 
on 476 Seaward Ave.

Sponsored by the 
Bradford Landmark 
Society, which is currently 
celebrating 50 years, the 
fair is in its 40th year.

Visitors may immerse 
themselves in the mid-
to-late 1800s with live 
blacksmith, woodcarving, 
candle dipping, and rug 
weaving demonstrations 
at the historic Crook 
Farm.

“Ladies would tra-
ditionally weave rugs 
between trees behind the 
farmhouse,” explained 
Molly Lindahl, geneal-
ogy researcher for the 
Bradford Landmark 
Society.

Tours of the historical 
Crook Farm buildings 
will be offered throughout 
the weekend. This year, 
there will also be a tribute 

to Jean Bromeley in the 
farmhouse; she passed 
away in June. “She always 
supported the farm and 
the Bradford Landmark 
Society since day one,” 
said Sally Costik, curator 
for the society.

“The Bradford 
Landmark Society will 
be hosting a tent near 
the bank building for 
historical discussions 
and questions. Also on 

display will be books and 
specific toys that children 
may have played with in 
the 1800s,” Lindahl said. 
Woodworking tools and 
other historical items 
will be on display nearby 
inside the bank building.

The fair will host 
over 60 vendors, selling 
a wide variety of food, 
crafts and instruments. 

Back in time at 
Crook Farm Country Fair
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A young Crook Farm Country Fair guest in 2018 
makes friends with a kid at the petting zoo.

By WADE ROBERTSON
wadewrites3006@gmail.com

Originally, native 
eastern elk ranged from 
central New York State 
to central Georgia. They 
were hunted relentlessly 
by any means available 
in those days and by 
1840 native elk were only 
found in sections of North 
Central Pennsylvania. By 
the beginning of the Civil 
War in 1860 native elk 
only roamed the wilder-
ness forests of Cameron, 
McKean and Elk counties. 
However, by 1877 or earli-
er, they were gone forever.

Early hunters reported 
the native elk and white-
tails, had summer coats 
a light blue in color. The 
deer were also larger than 
those today, size a definite 
advantage in surviving 
the severe winters of 
those days. The native elk 
were approximately the 
same size as today’s west-

ern variety, a very big bull 
weighing around 700 lbs.

In 1913 the newly 
formed Pennsylvania 
Game Commission pur-
chased 50 Yellowstone 
elk for $30.00 apiece in an 
effort to restore elk once 
again to Pennsylvania. 
In 1915 an additional 95 
elk were purchased and 
released in 6 different 
counties. The elk were 
transported by train 
across the US. Despite the 
completely different plant 
life, the elk prospered, 
but soon ran into trouble 
with farmers and poach-
ers. Many more farmed 
in those days and were 
dependent on their crops 
for their livelihood and 
cash. Even a small group 
of elk can destroy very 
large areas of cropland. 
This caused problems and 
many elk were shot.

The first elk season 
was held in the mid 
1920s. But, due to poach-

ing and the animal’s 
unfortunate taste for agri-
culture, the herd began 
to decline around 1930. 
Their numbers would 
remain dangerously low 
for 40 years.

It wasn’t until the 
newly implemented elk 
management program 
began to take effect that 
the herd’s existence was 
assured. Ten thousand 
acres of land were pur-
chased and set aside 
for elk. Food plots were 
planted, browse cut 
during the winter and old 
fields mowed. The herd 
began to grow from the 
alarmingly low number 
of around 50, their popu-
lation doubling from 1971 
to 1976. Today, approx-
imately 1,000 elk thrive 
in the state due largely 
to effective management 
practices.

Elk are magnificent 
creatures and the oppor-
tunity to see them in the 

wild is eagerly sought 
after. During the rut in 
September, thousands of 
people flock to Benezette 
on Route 555, 12 miles 
southeast of St. Marys, to 

view magnificent, heavy 
horned bulls bugling 
and chasing cows. Their 
size and beauty are 

Elk Expo enchants 
visitors, both new 
and seasoned
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The Elk Expo in Benezette over the weekend was 
expected to draw as many as 14,000 visitors to the 
Elk Country Visitors Center.
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