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CARVING TRIBUTE: 
Eric Jones, a caricaturist 
and pumpkin carving 
authority who lives in 
NY and recently created 
a pumpkin masterpiece 
for the Ecumenical Home, 
took two days to com-
plete a final masterpiece 
for the year. Jones opted 
for a tribute to Veterans 
as his final carve of the 
2020 season, using a 600-
lb pumpkin, donated by 
Great Pumpkin Farm in 
Clarence, NY

Jones was unsure 
what to do with the large 
pumpkin, then received 
suggestions to focus on 
a tribute to those who 
serve in light of the 
recent holiday.

The project involved 
a preliminary sketching 
and then countless hours 
of careful work. Jones also 
used a piece cut from a 
smaller pumpkin for the 
flag.

Jones unveiled the 
finished tribute via social 
media and included a 
video of the work as it 
progressed, which can be 
viewed by visiting his 
Facebook page.

———
SMILING THROUGH 

THE PAIN: 1 in 5 
Pennsylvanians admit 
they would rather endure 
toothache than visit a 
dentist during the pan-
demic. According to a 
survey conducted recent-
ly, NextSmileDental.
com, a leading provider 
of resources on dentures, 
polled 4,200 people across 
the country to find out 
how Americans are han-
dling their dental health 
during the pandemic.

Results found the fol-
lowing: 41% have tried 
home remedies during 
lockdown to avoid see-
ing a dentist; 15% say 
they have asked their 
partner to check up on 
their dental health during 
lockdown and almost 1 
in 10 admit they would 
consider removing a tooth 
themselves rather than 
see a dentist during the 
pandemic.

It was also found that 
1 in 5 Pennsylvanians 
(20%) admit they would 
rather suffer in silence 
with tooth pain than visit 
a dentist during the pan-
demic.

On the flip side, over 
half (67%) say lockdown 
has encouraged them 
to spend more time on 
their dental health and 
hygiene. It’s never too late 
to develop more effective 
hygiene habits when it 
comes to your dental 
health.
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Up to 0% 
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Get ready for Winter with a new set of 
tires from 6V Sales and Service.  Up to 
$150 off with purchase of 4 select tires.  
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New Holiday Gift Items Arriving Daily!
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Veterans Day, which 
was Wednesday, is a day 
for the living: to honor 
those who have served 
and to remember their 
sacrifices.

However, many of 
the living, particularly 
those veterans from the 
World War II era, feel they 
simply did their job and 
rarely speak of their expe-
rience. Sometimes, they 
share the stories later in 
life, but not always.

Therefore, this article 
is meant to honor those 
who are still living by 
highlighting the stories of 
some of the many veter-
ans featured at the World 
War II Museum in Eldred.

A conversation with 
Curator Steve Appleby 
covers a number of those 
whose stories are cap-
tured for posterity in 
various displays through-
out the museum and in 

Honoring Veterans: Stories from 
the World War II Museum

Era photo by JoEllen Wankel

This display at the Eldred World War II Museum 
shows how Paratrooper Lawrence Burgoon would 
have looked before jumping into Normandy on D-Day. 
The display includes Burgoon’s uniform, loaned to 
the museum by his family, and recreations of some 
of the gear carried by soldiers during World War II.

Era photo by JoEllen Wankel

This dress uniform is on loan to the World War II 
museum from the family of Lawrence Burgoon.

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Wages for employees of the City of Bradford 
were approved on first reading at Tuesday’s meet-
ing.

“Some of the increases are bigger than others,” 
city administrator Chris Lucco said at the meeting. 
“For example, the firemen. The reason is because 
they had conceded to a pay freeze last December/
January to assist the city with a struggling budget. 
And at that time the agreement was they would 
make up that pay increase this year.”

On Wednesday, Lucco explained the firemen 
were given a raise of 2.5% for this year, and 2.5% 
for this 2021. Fire Chief Eric Taylor, for example, 
will earn $74,966.15 in 2021. That is an increase of 
$4,277.95.

Three captains will earn from $64,142 to 
$64,622. Four lieutenants will earn from $62,022 to 
$64,262. Seven firefighters/paramedics will earn 
from $58,402 to $60,682. Five firefighters/EMTs 
will earn from $56,112 to $57,152.

In the police department, raises of 2.5% were 
given, Lucco said.

Police Chief Mike Ward will earn $74,147.95. 
Lt. Steve Caskey will earn $69,835.98. Three ser-
geants will earn $66,775.98 to $67,035.98. Two 
school resource officers will earn $66,335.98 
and $65,605.98. The juvenile officer will earn 
$63,735.98, and 11 patrolmen will earn from 
$47,107.07 to $65,155.98.

In the city’s governing body, the stipends for 
the mayor and councilmen did not change. The 
mayor is given $10,000 a year, while the council-
men and city controller, Ron Orris, are each given 
$5,000 a year.

All other departments were given raises of 48 
cents an hour.

In administration, Lucco will earn $83,517.85. 
Human resources director Valerie Figula will earn 
$40,747,35, and fiscal assistant and payroll clerk 
Elaina Lucco will earn $40,214.50. Four reception-
ists and assistants will earn from $34,214.50 to 
$37,570.97.

In the treasurer’s office, treasurer Karen 
Hector’s salary stayed the same, at $50,400. Two 
tellers/clerks will be paid $28,214.50.

Chip Comilla, as director of parks, streets and 
refuse, will earn a total of $75,302.17, an increase 
of $1,564.57.

The foreman of the refuse division will earn 
$23.29 an hour, while others in the department 
earn from $15.35 to $22.32 an hour. In the streets 
division, the job foreman will earn $23.16 an hour, 
while others will earn from $17.11 to $23.22 an 
hour.

In the parks department, the three employees 
will earn $15.90 an hour, $21.51 an hour and $23.04 

Wages approved 
on first reading for 

Bradford employees
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Otto-Eldred students in Mrs. Kinner's history class stand for the National 
Anthem during a virtual Veteran's Day concert that was released on the 
schools YouTube page Wednesday morning. The production was created 
under the direction of Amber DeCorte and Katie Barrett, and features stu-
dent choir and band member performing several selections as pictures of 
local veterans and active-duty military members flashed across the screen. 
Pictures from the World War II museum were also featured. Superintendent, 
Matthew Splain and Elementary and Special Education Principal, Lindsay 
Burns both gave sentiments about Veterans Day at the conclusion of the 
video.  
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By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Bradford’s rich history 
is one of the things that 
makes this area special, 
that makes it interesting 
for residents and visitors 
alike.

The keepers of that 
history — the crew at 
the Bradford Landmark 
Society — are instru-
mental in that process. 
Businesses, organizations 
and individuals rely on 
the organization to find, 
store and share that his-
tory.

In fact, “No request 
goes unnoticed or 
unfilled,” said board 
member Harrijane Moore.

Curator Sally Costik 
and genealogical research-
er Molly Lindahl, joined 
by the board of directors 
and loyal volunteers such 
as Mike Fuoco, Tom Jones 

and Gordon Ernest, the 
people at Landmark have 
been collecting local histo-
ry for more than 50 years.

“The folks at the bak-
ery” — Landmark’s loca-
tion in the former Herbig 
Bakery on East Corydon 
Street — “They do what 
they do because they have 

a passion for it,” said 
board member Bob Esch.

Even in the midst of a 
pandemic that has limited 
face-to-face contact for 
eight months, Landmark 
has been busy with sever-
al projects.

“We are the best kept 

Landmark Society’s work 
integral to Bradford’s future
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The Bradford Landmark Society keeps track of the 
area’s rich history.
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