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TOOTHACHE: Due 
to the pandemic and con-
cerns about close contact 
with others, some people 
have chosen to skip mak-
ing a visit to the dentist. 

First, it is important 
to figure out the cause of 
your discomfort – it could 
be a cavity, loose filling, 
the emergence of a wis-
dom tooth or simply some 
food wedged between 
your teeth. A good place 
to start is by making a 
saltwater solution using 
half a teaspoon of salt dis-
solved in a cup of warm 
water. 

Next try these possible 
treatments: 

— Oil pulling: Swish 
1 – 2 tablespoons of coco-
nut around your mouth 
– without ingesting – for 
about 20 minutes while 
going about a task such 
as tidying your bedroom 
or bathroom. Follow up 
with brushing your teeth 
as usual. 

— Baking soda: 
Dissolve a heaped tea-
spoon of baking soda 
in a bit of warm water. 
Saturate a cotton ball with 
the mixture and place 
against the affected tooth 
twice a day to alleviate 
tooth pain on a short-term 
basis. Baking soda has 
natural anti-inflammatory 
properties and can reduce 
swelling.

— Ginger: Since ginger 
has the natural ability 
to reduce inflammation 
and swelling, applying a 
paste made of ginger root 
to the affected tooth can 
help alleviate some pain. 
Alternatively, you could 
chew a fresh piece or 
either of the above ingre-
dients.

— Clove: Clove essen-
tial oil can be used to 
numb tooth pain and 
reduce inflammation, 
andit contains eugenol – a 
natural antiseptic. Simply 
dab a small amount of 
clove essential oil onto a 
cotton ball and apply to 
the affected area.

— Peppermint 
Teabags: A natural numb-
ing effect can be achieved 
by placing a used pep-
permint teabag (slightly 
cooled but still warm) 
onto the affected area. If 
you find that the warmth 
is uncomfortable, you 
can also switch things up 
and put the teabag in the 
freezer for a few minutes 
to chill.
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and MORRY GASH 
Associated Press

PORTAGE, Michigan 
(AP) — The first of many 
freezer-packed COVID-
19 vaccine vials made 
their way to distribution 
sites across the United 
States on Sunday, as the 
nation's pandemic deaths 
approached the horrifying 
new milestone of 300,000.

The rollout of the 
Pfizer vaccine, the first to 
be approved by the Food 
and Drug Administration, 
ushers in the biggest 
vaccination effort in 
U.S. history — one that 
health officials hope the 
American public will 
embrace, even as some 
have voiced initial skep-
ticism or worry. Shots are 

expected to be given to 
health care workers and 
nursing home residents 
beginning Monday.

Quick transport is key 
for the vaccine, especially 
since this one must be 
stored at extremely low 
temperatures — about 
94 degrees below zero. 
Early Sunday, workers at 
Pfizer — dressed in flu-
orescent yellow clothing, 
hard hats and gloves — 
wasted no time as they 
packed vials into boxes. 
They scanned the packag-
es and then placed them 
into freezer cases with 
dry ice. The vaccines were 
then taken from Pfizer's 
Portage, Michigan, facil-
ity to Gerald R. Ford 
International Airport in 
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Pfizer Global Supply in Kalamazoo, Mich., Friday, Dec. 11.
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The First Presbyterian Church of Port Allegany hosted a Drive-Through Visit with 
Saint Nicholas on Sunday from 5 - 7 at the church parking lot.  Vehicles could 
enter the parking lot through the Broad Street entrance and exit onto Church 
Street, allowing occupants  to get a good look at Santa, have a chat and receive 
a box of candy from one of Santa's Elves.  Some children braved the cold and 
got out of their vehicles to pose for a picture with the jolly old elf.  The first 
children to arrive were  Kaitlyn and Ella Kallenborn, pictured here with Santa. 
They are the daughters of Jim and Leslie Kallenborn of Port Allegany. The First 
Presbyterian Church will also host a Christmas Eve Service on December 24 
with special music beginning at 6 p.m. and the service at 7 p.m. 

COVID-19 vaccine 
shipments begin in historic US effort
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Deer flying through the air by the Broad Street, Port Allegany, home of 
Whitey and Sally Brundage are a big hit with children of all ages.

Holiday decorations in Port Allegany

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Two additional deaths were reported in Elk 
County over the weekend, bringing the total of 
COVID-19 deaths there to 12.

The Pennsylvania Department of Health 
reported 54 additional cases in Elk County 
between Saturday and Sunday, for a total of 855 
— 615 confirmed and 240 probable. There have 
been 4,227 negative tests.

Meanwhile, McKean County surpassed a 
thousand cases of COVID-19 over the weekend 
— a total that has more than doubled since the 
start of the month.

The Department of Health reported on 
Sunday that McKean County had a two-day 
increase of 53 cases, for a total of 1,032 — 738 
confirmed and 294 probable. There have been 
7,173 negative tests and 6 deaths.

Potter County has had 42 new cases between 
Saturday and Sunday, for a total of 421. There 
are 375 confirmed cases, 46 probable cases, 2,168 
negative tests and 9 deaths there.

In Cameron County, the total increased by 4 
cases to 62 — 53 confirmed and 9 probable. The 
county has had 695 negative tests and 1 death.

This is where cases are located in McKean 
County: Bradford, 322 confirmed, 87 probable; 

Elk County 
has two more 

COVID-19 
deaths
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By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

Despite the ups and 
downs with the coro-
navirus this year, many 
people still came together 
to honor local veterans 
by purchasing wreaths 
for the Wreaths Across 
America event, which 
will be held this Saturday, 
with the kickoff ceremony 
starting at 10 a.m. at the 
Mount Jewett Volunteer 
Fire Department parking 
lot.

The local ceremony 
will be one of many 
Wreaths Across America 
events held across the 
nation on Saturday.

Organizer Kelly Barr 
Hughes said the initial 

goal was to sell at least 
370 wreaths, though 
through the support of 
organizations and indi-
viduals around the area, 
they sold a total of 661 
wreaths, which will be 
placed on graves of vet-
erans at Gibbs Hill War 
Memorial in Smethport, 
Mount Bridge View and 
Mount Nebo cemeter-
ies in Mount Jewett, 
Lebanon Cemetery in 
Kane, Clermont Cemetery 
in Clermont, Fairmount 
Cemetery in Smethport 
and Goodwin Cemetery 
in Farmer’s Valley.

Wreaths were sold for 
$15 each by the Decade 
Dames, the Mount Jewett 

Wreaths Across 
America event to 
honor veterans 
this Saturday
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