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BOOZE BARGAIN: 
GreenhouseTreatment.
com, a leading provider of 
addiction treatment, con-
ducted a survey of 3,000 
drinkers and found that 
1 in 10 Pennsylvanians 
believe low alcohol prices 
contribute to drinking 
problems in their commu-
nity.

In the course of the 
survey, it was deter-
mined that 1 in 10 (15%) 
Pennsylvanians believe 
low alcoholic drink pric-
es contribute to drink-
ing problems in their 
community. Also, more 
than two-thirds (68%) 
of  respondents think 
non-alcoholic beverages, 
such as mocktails, are too 
expensive. 

More than 1 in 3 (36%) 
people surveyed say 
alcohol is part of their 
weekly grocery shop, 
which could suggest the 
low cost makes it more 
affordable for regular 
consumption if some are 
consuming it on a weekly 
basis. Additionally, 18% of 
respondents say they buy 
alcohol in bulk in order to 
save money.

Lastly, the research 
revealed that more than 
1 in 10 (16%) drinkers 
admit to having bought 
alcohol at the store pure-
ly because there was 
a special offer, even if 
they had no intention of 
buying it before getting 
there.

———
READY FOR A 

PARTY: A quarter of par-
ticipants in a recent sur-
vey claim their first night 
out will be bigger than 
New Year’s Eve. 

Though the pandemic 
has had a devastating 
effect on the nation’s 
health and economy, 
several economists have 
recently speculated that 
a period of extravagant 
opulence will follow, 
similar to the what hap-
pened after The Forgotten 
Depression of 1920, 
known an ‘The Roaring 
Twenties’.

RiverOaksTreatment.
com, an addiction treat-
ment, conducted a poll 
of 3,065 respondents and 
found that one-quarter 
(25%) of Pennsylvanians 
say they are planning 
a prolonged period of 
celebrating the end of 
the pandemic with alco-
hol-filled festivities once 
case numbers have fallen 
and restrictions have 
eased, presumably to 
make up for lost time.
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By KATE DAY SAGER
Era Reporter

Blue skies, sunshine and warm 
temperatures greeted the class of 2021 
graduates Sunday during the outside, 
drive-through commencement at the 
University of Pittsburgh at Bradford.

The event, which provided 263 diplo-
mas to graduates, held the same jovial 
spirit found at past indoor ceremonies. 
This was seen with families shouting 
praise from their vehicles to graduates 
onstage. One young man sprawled out of 
a van window and taking pictures was 
heard yelling, “That’s my sister!”

Pitt-Bradford President Dr. Catherine 
Koverola addressed graduates at the 
event, who included December 2019 and 
2020 graduates who wanted to receive 
recognition for their achievement, but 
weren’t able to previously because of 
the pandemic. During the ceremony, 
graduates rode with their families up to 
the stage area, got out of the vehicle and 
walked across the stage to receive their 
diploma and have their pictures taken 
by family. Afterwards they received gifts 
from Pitt-Bradford before rejoining their 
families in their vehicles.

A lovely day greets Pitt-Bradford graduates 
during Sunday’s outdoor commencement

Era photo by Kate Day Sager

University of Pittsburgh at Bradford graduates wait in line to walk up to the outdoor stage 
Sunday to receive their diplomas during Sunday’s outside drive-through commencement. Graduates ...  page A-8

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

The Bradford Area 
Ministerium and 
Destinations Bradford are 
once again sponsoring a 
local observance of the 
National Day of Prayer. 
A brief service will be 
held at noon on Thursday 
in Veterans Square. The 
event was unable to be 
held last year due to 
current COVID-19 restric-
tions.

All those who attend 
are asked to wear masks 
and observe social dis-
tancing measures. The 
service will last around 25 
minutes; there is limited 
seating, so it’s good to 
bring a folding chair for 
those who need one.

The theme for this year 
is “Lord pour out your 
love, life and liberty,” 
based on the Bible verse 
2 Corithians 3:17. “Now 
the Lord is the Spirit and 
where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty.”

Rev. Stacey Fussell said 
this year is an especially 
important time for the 
community to reconnect 
after all that’s happened 
over the past year with 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“I think people really 
need to come together 
and especially around 
the topic,” she explained. 
“We pray for local, state, 
and federal government, 
businesses, education, 
churches, families and all 

National Day of Prayer 
service this Thursday 
in Veterans Square
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Mini Stink Fest Festivities

Era photo by JoEllen Wankel

A girl gets her face painted at the Mini Stink Fest Saturday at Asbury United 
Methodist Church. To see more photos of the Fest visit page A-8.

Firefighters battled 
a blaze early Sunday 
morning at 1374 High 
St., Bradford Township.

No injuries were 
reported.

Bradford Township 
Fire Chief Dan 
Burkhouse described to 
The Era how firefighters 
from three departments 
fought fires in both a res-
idence and a car.

Crews were on scene 
for about three hours, 
according to Burkhouse. 
Lewis Run and Corydon 
Township firefight-
ers aided Bradford 
Township at the scene.

At 12:15 a.m., 
Bradford Township 
Volunteer Fire 
Department was dis-
patched to 1374 High 
St. Burkhouse arrived 
on scene within two 
minutes of dispatch 
and “reported a well 
involved fire and 
requested taker 62 and 
Penelec to the scene.”

“Engine 153 respond-
ed with a full crew and 
its first line was directed 
onto a house exposure 

on the D side,” he 
explained. “Second and 
third lines were used to 
knock down the fire.”

Firefighters also extin-
guish a car fire located 
on the C side of the 

home. A supply line was 
tied in Engines 153, 151 
and 155 from Bradford 
Township, and Tanker 
193 from Corydon 
Township supplied 
Engine 151.

They used 5,000 gal-
lons of water to protect 
the exposure structure 
and to extinguish the 
fire.

Bradford Township 
was on scene with three 

engines and 21 firefight-
ers, Lewis Run was there 
with a tanker and five 
firefighters and Corydon 
Township was there with 
a tanker and crew. Lewis 
Run, Derrick City and 
Corydon Township had 
stand-by crews at their 
stations, too.

Jeremy Magee is the 
homeowner.

A Pennsylvania State 
Police fire marshal and 
Bradford Township fire-
fighters investigated the 
fire and determined it to 
be accidental.

The fire could have 
been worse, according to 
Burkhouse.

He explained that the 
fire was located south 
of Browntown Road on 
High Street — an area 
that they were able to 
reach more quickly by 
driving the Browntown 
Bridge. The bridge was 
replaced in 2020.

“Browntown Bridge 
being passable by the 
fire apparatus may have 
prevented additional 

Firefighters battle High Street blaze early Sunday
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Bradford Township firefighter Matt Mongillo operates a hose line attacking a 
fire at 1374 High St. early Sunday morning.
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