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GRILLING DOs 
AND DON’Ts: Rates of 
food-borne illness tend 
to increase during the 
summer months because 
germs grow faster in 
warmer, more humid 
weather. People also cook 
and eat outside, making 
shortcuts to food safety 
tempting because they 
are away from the conve-
nience of soap and run-
ning water at the kitchen 
sink.

For those who choose 
to celebrate outdoors, 
USDA has some advice 
for grilling novices and 
pros.

Use a Food 
Thermometer

One important lesson 
for first-time grillers is to 
remember that color is 
never a reliable indicator 
of safety and doneness. 
Use a food thermometer 
to ensure the following 
safe internal tempera-
tures:

— Cook poultry 
(whole or ground) to 165 
F.

— Cook beef, pork, 
lamb and veal steaks, 
chops and roasts to 145 
F. For safety and quality, 
allow meat to rest for 
at least three minutes 
before carving or con-
suming.

— Cook ground beef, 
pork, lamb and veal to 
160 F.

— Cook egg dishes to 
160 F.

— Cook fish to 145 F.
— Don’t have a 

food thermometer? 
Call the USDA Meat 
and Poultry Hotline at 
1-888-MPHotline (1-888-
674-6854).

Although frozen prod-
ucts may appear to be 
pre-cooked or browned, 
they should be handled 
and prepared no differ-
ently than raw products 
and must be grilled to 
appropriate tempera-
tures.

Thoroughly Cook 
Mechanically Tenderized 
Meat

Many grill masters 
enjoy using already ten-
derized meats that have 
marinades added to get 
the most flavor out of 
their meal. However, 
mechanically tenderized 
beef, including cuts that 
are prepackaged in mar-
inades, must be cooked 
thoroughly to ensure 
food safety.

— If the outside of the 
meat contains bacteria, it 
will be transferred to the 
inside of the meat during 
mechanical tenderization, 
requiring it to be cooked 
to kill the germs.

— The best way to 
ensure a worry-free bar-
becue is to thoroughly 
cook mechanically ten-
derized meat. Use your 
food thermometer and 
follow USDA’s recom-
mendations for safe 
internal temperatures 
mentioned above.
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SMETHPORT — 
After the pandemic 
caused an abrupt halt 
to the Smethport Fire 
Department’s fundraising 
efforts in the last year, 
the department is coming 
back with a major event, 
the Summer Fun Fest on 
Saturday.

“This event will 
include a vendor fair, 
boot drive, cornhole 
tournament, bands, food 
trucks, beverage area and 
end with the annual fire-
works over Hamlin Lake 
at 9:30 p.m.,” said Rich 
Zmuda, chairman of the 
department’s fundraising 
committee, who spoke 
with The Era. Volunteer 
firemen carrying firemen’s 
boots will be collecting 
donations along Main 
Street, and boots will be 
placed at the fire station 

at 109 South Nelson 
St., where the activities, 
except the fireworks, will 
be held.

Pre-registration is 
required for the cornhole 
tournament that begins 
at noon by calling the 
station at 814-887-2611 or 
Zmuda at 814-598-2795. 
On-site pre-registration 
opens at 11 a.m. Cash 
prizes will be awarded to 
the top three scorers.

“We’re trying to get 
the community out after a 
year of COVID-19 to have 
some fun,” Zmuda added.

In a letter to all current 
and past members, Chief 
Eric Barber said, “This has 
the potential to be one of 
our biggest fundraisers of 
the year.”

The day’s activities 
kick off at 9 a.m. with a 
vendor fair that continues 
through 4 p.m. “During 
this time, there will be 
other crafters and stores 

present, which makes 
this a great opportuni-
ty to pick out a unique 
gift item that can’t be 
found in just any store,” 
Zmuda noted. “One could 
even pick up an early 
Christmas gift.”

Some food trucks are 
to arrive at 9 a.m., while 
others will be there at 
11 a.m.; the department 
will not be selling food. 
“Our volunteers will be 
stretched pretty thin with 
this event because we do 
have a crew standing by 
for whatever calls that 
might come in,” Zmuda 
noted. “However, there 
will be a good variety of 
food available throughout 
the day.”

So far, two bands, 
Spoiled Leftovers and 
Counterfeit have been 
booked from 4-9 p.m. The 
building’s front bay doors 
open, and people can 
street dance in the park-

ing lot.
“The sole purpose 

of this fundraiser is to 
upgrade our equipment 

and make repairs to our 
station and purchase new 
and improved equip-

Smethport fire department 
to hold Summer Fun 

Fest on Saturday
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Rich Zmuda, chairman of the Smethport Fire 
Departmentt’s fundraising committee, stands by the 
1939 Tokheim Texaco gasoline pump that will be 
awarded to the winner of a random drawing Saturday 
at the department’s Summer Fun Fest at the fire sta-
tion.
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Shane Hvizdzak of 
Bradford has asked a 
federal judge to postpone 
a civil case against him 
pending the resolution of 
a not-yet-filed criminal 
case against him, both 
for allegedly defrauding 
hedge fund investors out 
of millions of dollars.

In June of 2020, the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission filed a 
complaint against Shane 
Hvizdzak, 32, and his 
brother Sean, 34, of St. 
Marys, along with a com-
pany the two co-owned, 
High Street Capital. The 

complaint alleged the 
two owned High Street 
Capital in Bradford, 
that they allegedly took 
money from investors, 
said it was being invested 
in digital assets and fab-
ricated statements saying 
the investments were 
earning huge returns.

However, the SEC 
alleged the brothers took 
about $31 million from 
investors, put it in their 
personal accounts and 
then moved it outside 
the United States. Some 
of the funds were put 
in untraceable digital 
accounts, the SEC alleged.

At the same time the 
indictment was unsealed, 
in June of 2020, agents 
with the FBI searched the 
business address of High 
Street Capital, which is 
also Shane Hvizdzak’s 
residence. To this point, 
no criminal charges have 
been filed in the matter.

In a motion to stay 
proceedings filed Friday 
in federal court, Shane 

Hvizdzak, through attor-
ney Efrem Grail, asked 
to postpone the civil pro-
ceedings.

“Here, Shane Hvizdzak 
is the target of a pending 
criminal investigation of 
the same conduct at issue 
in this civil proceeding,” 
read a memorandum 
of law in support of the 
motion.

The memorandum 
indicated that a deposi-
tion in the civil case could 
pose a substantial risk 
of self-incrimination for 
Shane Hvizdzak, which 
would “present serious 
Fifth Amendment con-
cerns.”

So far, throughout 
the civil case, Hvizdzak 

has asserted his Fifth 
Amendment right against 
self incrimination in 
response to allegations by 
the SEC.

The memoran-
dum noted, “the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office is well 
along in its Grand Jury 
investigation and its 
assistant stated that crim-
inal charges will likely 
be brought against him 
sometime after the July 1, 
2021, civil discovery cut-
off in this matter.”

Grail also noted that 
the SEC would not be 
prejudiced by a stay in 
the case, as Hvizdzak’s 
assets remain frozen and 

Court filing in Hvizdzak case alleges 
criminal charges forthcoming

SHANE HVIZDZAK
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It’s the kind of assignment that changes a 
reporter.

On Sept. 11, 2001, 
Bradford native Emily 
Longnecker had only 
been working in the 
field for about three 
years when she was 
called to travel to 
Shanksville — the 
site where Flight 93 
crashed after passen-
gers and staff tried to 
take back control of 
the plane from hijack-
ers.

Twenty years later, 
Longnecker has been 
invited to the 9/11 
Museum & Memorial 
to share her experi-
ence as part of the 
activities to commem-
orate the anniversary 
of the attacks.

Television report-
ers and anchors 
who covered the 
attacks are being interviewed for a longform 

Bradford grad to appear on 
9/11 documentary
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Bradford native Emily 
Longnecker, who covered 
the crash of United Flight 
93 in Shanksville, will 
appear in a documentary 
commemorating the 20th 
anniversary of 9/11.
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Here is the Tower of Voices surrounded by grasses and flowers. The monument, which 
contains 40 wind chimes, serves as a reminder of the heroism of Flight 93’s 40 pas-
sengers and crew members. Grad ...  page A-8


