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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Unemployment assistance, 
eviction protections and other 
relief for millions Americans 
are at stake as White House 
officials agreed Monday to 
launch negotiations with 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
on a new coronavirus  aid 
package that’s teetering in 
Congress ahead of looming 
deadlines.

While Senate Republicans 
struggled to roll out their own 
$1 trillion proposal, Pelosi 
implored the White House 
and GOP lawmakers to stop 
the infighting and come to the 
negotiating table with Demo-
crats. Aid runs out Friday for 
a $600 weekly jobless benefit 

that Democrats call a lifeline 
for out-of-work Americans. 
Republicans want to slash it to 
$200 a week, saying that the 
federal bump is too generous 
on top of state benefits and is 
discouraging employees from 
returning to work. 

“Time is running out,” 
Pelosi said. 

With the virus death toll 
climbing and 4.2 million 
infections nationwide, both 
parties are eager for a deal. 
There is widespread agree-
ment that more money is 
needed for virus testing, to 
help schools prepare to open 
in the fall and to shore up 
small businesses. Voters are 
assessing their handling of the 
virus crisis before the Novem-
ber election, and President 
Donald Trump’s standing is 
at one of the lowest points of 
his term, according to a new 
AP-NORC poll.

By GAIL SCHONTZLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

If Montana State University 
students test positive for coro-
navirus, it will be up to the 
Gallatin City-County Health 
Department, not professors, 
to decide when students can 
return to class.

Professors may not even be 
told when students in their 
classes test positive, according 
to new guidelines MSU has 
issued to faculty 
members.

MSU’s new 
“Guidance for 
Faculty Around 
COVID-19 
Procedures” 
spells out how the Bozeman 
campus plans to carry out 
the commissioner of higher 
education’s requirement that 
students and employees wear 
face masks.

By law, faculty members 
have never had access to any 
student’s private health infor-
mation without their consent, 
said Tracy Ellig, MSU vice 
president for communications. 
Neither, he added, do students 
have access to the private 
health information of MSU 
employees or fellow students.

The county health depart-
ment doesn’t tell any employ-

ers that an employee has tested 
positive for the virus without 
the employees’ consent.

“The bottom line is that 
even in a pandemic, indi-
viduals do not surrender their 
legally protected private health 
information,” Ellig said.

The commissioner of higher 
education directed each state 
campus to come up with its 
own procedures.

MSU’s guidelines recom-
mend that professors put face 
mask rules in the course syl-
labus, which tells students the 

course content and required 
texts, as well as expectations, 
responsibilities, rules and 
regulations.

“Face coverings are required 
in all indoor spaces and all 
enclosed or partially enclosed 
outdoor spaces,” the suggested 
syllabus language says. “The 
MSU community views the 
adoption of these practices 
as a mark of good citizenship 
and respectful care of fellow 
classmates, faculty and staff.”

For faculty members, cloth 
face masks are preferred, but 
they are permitted to wear 
clear plastic face shields while 
teaching, the guidelines say.

Most of the guidelines cover 
what to do if students don’t 
follow face mask rules.

MSU wrote that its first 
preference is that faculty 
members have a conversation 
with the student and take an 
educational approach. But 
anyone who repeatedly dis-
regards the rules can be held 
responsible.

Faculty members should 
document students ignoring 
the rules by sending an email 
to their department head. 
They should send a reminder 
to the students, while allowing 
the students to explain their 
actions.

By The Associated Press

The biggest test yet of an 
experimental COVID-19 vaccine 
got underway Monday with the first 
of some 30,000 Americans rolling 
up their sleeves to receive shots 
created by the U.S. government as 
part of the all-out global race to 
stop the outbreak.

The glimmer of hope came even 
as Google, in one of the gloomiest 
assessments of the coronavirus’s 
staying power from a major 
employer, decreed that most of its 
200,000 employees and contractors 
should work from home through 
next June — a decision that could 
influence other big companies.

Final-stage testing of the vaccine, 
developed by the National Institutes 
of Health and Moderna Inc., began 
with volunteers 
at numerous sites 
around the U.S. 
given either a real 
dose or a dummy 
without being 
told which. 

“I’m excited 
to be part of 
something 
like this. This 
is huge,” said 
Melissa Harting, 
a 36-year-old 
nurse who 
received an 
injection in 
Binghamton, 
New York. 
Especially with 
family members 
in front-line jobs 
that could expose 
them to the 
virus, she added, 
“doing our part 
to eradicate it is 
very important to me.”

It will be months before results 
trickle in, and there is no guarantee 
the vaccine will ultimately work 
against the scourge that has killed 
about 650,000 people around the 
world, including almost 150,000 in 
the U.S. 

“We’ve been sitting on the 
sidelines passively attempting to 
wear our masks and social distance 
and not go out when it’s not 
necessary. This is the first step of 
becoming active against this,” said 
Dr. Frank Eder of Meridian Clinical 
Research, the company that runs 
the Binghamton trial site. “There’s 
really no other way to get past this.”

As if to underline how high 
the stakes are, there were more 
setbacks in efforts to contain the 
coronavirus. 

COMBATING COVID-19
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White House chief of staff Mark Meadows speaks to reporters at the Capitol on July 23.

Mnuchin, Pelosi talk coronavirus relief; GOP slashes unemployment aid

By SHAYLEE RAGAR

Chronicle Staff Writer

Gallatin County added 35 
new confirmed COVID-19 
cases between Friday and 
Monday.

The Gallatin 
City-County Health 
Department reports 
there were 11 new 
cases confirmed 
Saturday, 12 on 
Sunday and 12 
on Monday. Over 
the last week, 881 
people in the county 
have been tested.

According to the health 
department, 66 cases are 
active, three people are 
hospitalized due to the 
virus and one person has 

died. New confirmed 
patients live all over the 
county and contracted the 
virus through community 
transmission, other 
confirmed cases and recent 
travel.

Statewide, officials 
confirmed 350 new 
COVID-19 cases 
over the weekend 
for a total of 3,381, 
with 1,244 active 
and 61 people 
hospitalized.

The state reported 
a new death in 
Yellowstone County 

on Monday to bring total 
deaths to 47. Of those, 15 
have died in connection 
with an outbreak at Canyon 
Creek Memory Care in 
Billings.

Experimental 
vaccine is put 
to biggest test
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It will be 
months 
before 
results trickle 
in, and 
there is no 
guarantee 
the vaccine 
will 
ultimately 
work against 
the scourge 
that has 
killed about 
650,000 
people 
around the 
world.

Republicans want 
to slash the jobless 

benefit to $200 a week, 
saying that the federal 
bump is too generous 

on top of state benefits 
and is discouraging 

employees from 
returning to work. 

Gallatin County adds 35 cases; 
Montana reports 47th death

MSU outlines faculty role in virus

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

Pedestrians and traffic converge at the Aasheim Gate on Monday on the Montana State campus.
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