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By MELISSA LOVERIDGE

Chronicle Staff Writer

A Gallatin County resident 
in his 50s has died of a 
combination of COVID-19 
and other health conditions, 
according to the Gallatin City-
County Health Department. 
The man is the second person 
in the county to die from the 
virus.

The man, who also had 
“a number of significant 

underlying health conditions,” 
was found unresponsive in his 
home on July 7, according to a 
news release sent Tuesday. The 
man’s name was not released.

The state medical examiner 
Monday informed the health 
department of how the man 
died. It’s unclear if the man 
had been diagnosed with 
COVID-19 prior to his death.

“We send our deepest 
condolences to this man’s 
family and friends,” said 
Gallatin City-County Health 

Department Officer Matt 
Kelley. “The virus remains 
dangerous and is still in our 
community. We must stay 
vigilant to protect ourselves, 
our families, our friends 
and our most vulnerable 
neighbors.”

The department declined to 
release additional details.

The man was the second 
person in Gallatin County 
to die from COVID-19. 
Bill O’Connor, a longtime 
elementary school teaching in 

Livingston, died in late April of 
COVID-19.

Gallatin County had 12 new 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 
Tuesday, with 66 active cases 
and five hospitalizations. A 
Tuesday release from the health 
department said that the cases 
are related to community 
transmission, travel and contact 
tracing from other confirmed 
positive cases. Cumulatively, 
804 Gallatin County residents 
have had the virus.

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
differences over the next coro-
navirus  aid package are vast: 
Democrats propose $3 trillion in 
relief and Republicans have a $1 
trillion counteroffer. At stake are 
millions of Americans’ jobless 
benefits, school reopenings and 
eviction protections.

As top White House negotia-
tors returned to Capitol Hill on 
Tuesday, the leverage is appar-
ent. They are meeting in House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s office. 
Republicans are so deeply divided 
over the prospect of big govern-
ment spending that Senate Ma-
jority Leader Mitch McConnell is 
left with a weakened hand.

Striking any agreement 
between Congress and Presi-
dent Donald Trump by Friday’s 
deadline for expiring aid will be 
daunting.

“We cannot afford to fail,” 

Senate Democratic leader Chuck 
Schumer said.

The outcome will be a defin-
ing one for the president and the 

parties heading into the Novem-
ber election as an uneasy nation 
is watching and waiting for 
Washington to bring some end to 

the health crisis and devastating 
economic fallout.

But McConnell acknowl-
edged the limits with Republi-
cans split: “We’ve done the best 
we can.”

Key to the debate is the $600 
weekly  unemployment 
benefit bump that is expir-
ing for millions of jobless 
Americans. Republicans 
want to slash it to $200 a 
week as an incentive to 
push people back to work. 
Democrats have shown 
flickers of willingness to 
curb the federal aid but are 
refusing to go that low.

Defending cuts to un-
employment assistance, Republi-
cans said the federal supplement 
is too generous, on top of state 
benefits, and people should not 
be paid more while they are at 
home than they would if they 

were on the job.
“The American people don’t 

call that a controversy,,” McCon-
nell said. “They call that common 
sense.”

Pelosi dismissed the GOP’s ap-
proach as “wrong,” and Schumer 

responded by waving 
a copy of a New York 
newspaper on the Senate 
floor with the headline 
summing up the Republi-
can attitude as “Let them 
eat cake.”

With the virus death toll 
climbing and 4.2 million 
infections nationwide, 
both parties are eager for 

relief. There is some agreement 
that more money is needed for 
virus testing, to help schools 
prepare to open in the fall and to 
shore up small businesses.

By GAIL SCHONTZLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

T
he latest figures on 
students planning 
to attend Montana 

State University in the 
fall are running close 
to last year’s numbers, 
despite the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Student enrollment so far 
looks “strong,” though it’s too 

soon to say if it will end up 
above or below last year’s, Tracy 
Ellig, MSU vice president for 
communications, wrote in an 
email Tuesday.

MSU won’t know until after 
the 15th day of classes, in 
September, after students 
have paid their tuition 
and fees, exactly what 
this fall’s enrollment 
will be.

With 21 days to go until 
the start of classes, MSU has re-
ceived 19,060 applications from 
new first-time students. That’s 
an increase from 18,854 on a 
similar date last year. However, 
since students usually apply 

to several campuses, there are 
always more applications than 
students who actually show up.

MSU received 3,339 applica-
tions from Montana students — 
just 38 fewer than last year. Ap-

plications from out-of-state 
applications increased to 
15,721, or up 244.

Asked how many 
students had taken the 

next step and registered 
for classes, MSU provided 

numbers for ongoing students, 
leaving new students aside. As 
of three-and-a-half weeks before 
the start of classes, some 12,144 
MSU students were registered 
for classes, 62 fewer than at a 

similar point last year.
Of those ongoing students, 

6,993 in-state Montana students 
had registered, down 309 from 
last year. But 5,089 out-of-state 
students had registered, up 247 
from last year.

“The bottom line is we remain 
cautiously optimistic about 
this coming academic year,” 
Ellig wrote. “Given the unprec-
edented nature of the circum-
stances we are in, Montana State 
University appears to be in a 
good position based on what we 
know today. We look forward 
to welcoming current and new 
students back to campus soon.”

By SHAYLEE RAGAR

Chronicle Staff Writer

Bozeman residents have voiced 
concerns over a city review of its 
anti-discrimination and police 
policies, a process that began in 
response to protests against racism 
and police brutality.

At a city commission meeting 
Monday night, residents raised 
doubts about the recommenda-
tions of the review, 
whether they would 
create real change 
or uphold the status 
quo, and about the 
use of the “8 Can’t 
Wait” campaign 
that guided parts 
of it.

But the objection 
repeated most 
throughout the 
evening was that 
city staff conducted the review 
without an independent, third-
party consultant or input from any 
people of color.

“I think it’s very important to 
get the actual perspective of the 
community, particularly the (Black, 
Indigenous and people of color) 
community. Because when you’re 
critiquing yourself, implicit bias is 
evident, and is, in fact, guaranteed 
with this approach,” said resident 
Logan Platt.

About 20 people gave public 
comment Monday, and even more 
wrote letters to the city about the 
review.

Entitled “Bozeman as an Inclusive 
City: Review of Policies,” the review 
was requested by city commission-
ers in June after local demonstra-
tions drew thousands protesting 
police violence and racism perpe-
trated against people of color.

Democrats, Republicans far apart as coronavirus aid talks intensify

AP

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., center, speaks during a news conference 

on Capitol Hill on Monday to highlight the Republican proposal for the 

next coronavirus stimulus bill.
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MSU enrollment trends strong

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

MSU senior Tess Silknitter 

organizes her notebooks and 

binders in the Student Union 

Building on Tuesday.

With 21 days to go until 

plications from out-of-state 
applications increased to 

next step and registered 
for classes, MSU provided 

Residents push 
back on city’s 
review of 
police policies
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County man dies of virus, other health issues
“The virus remains 
dangerous and is still 
in our community. We 
must stay vigilant to 
protect ourselves, our 
families, our friends and 
our most vulnerable 
neighbors.”

— Matt Kelley, Gallatin City-
County Health Department officer
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