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By IRIS SAMUELS 

Associated Press/Report for America

HELENA — A new map dividing 
Montana into two congressional 
districts for the first time in three 
decades was finalized Tuesday, 
triggering disappointment from 
Democrats who hoped to craft a 
different western district that would 
give them a better chance of winning in 
an increasingly Republican-dominated 
state.

In a bitterly disputed process that 
played out over several months, 
Democrats managed to keep liberal 
college towns Missoula and Bozeman 
in the western district, but lost the 
state capital of Helena to the solidly red 
eastern district.

The final map was proposed 
by Republicans on the bipartisan 
redistricting commission and selected 
by nonpartisan chair Maylinn Smith 
after Republicans and Democrats could 
not come to an agreement on how to 
draw a second congressional district.

Defending her choice, Smith said 
she believed the right Democratic 
candidate could win in the western 
district under the selected map crafted 
by Republicans basing that assessment 
on past voting data that showed that 
statewide congressional Democratic 
candidates would have won 25% of the 
time in the western district. That data is 
drawn from voting records for the state’s 
two U.S. Senate seats and the lone U.S. 
House seat between 2012 and 2020.

By ALEX MILLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

Gallatin College is set to 
receive nearly $2 million 
from Gallatin County’s pool 
of American Rescue Plan 
Act funding, with the college 
being the first recipient of the 
county’s coronavirus relief fund 
allotment.

The money would go to 
expanding course offerings 
over the next three years 
from the trade college, which 
could increase members of 
the workforce in trades like 
manufacturing, welding and 
health care. A child care 
program for students could be 
on its way, too.

The Gallatin County 
Commission voted 
unanimously to pass the 
agreement on Tuesday. 
Commissioner Joe Skinner 
said he was thankful that the 
county was able to use the 
federal money to multiply the 
workforce.

“I’m thrilled to be able to use 
part of our ARPA funding for 
this cause,” Skinner said at the 
county commission meeting. 
“As we all know, the workforce 
crisis in this county — well, 
nationwide — but in this 
county, there’s just not enough 

skilled workers to go around.”
Stephanie Gray, the dean 

of Gallatin College, said that 
the money would be used for 
the expansion of courses into 
a work-based model. That 
model would move students 
outside of the classroom and 
into workspaces for hands-on 
learning.

The college is stretched 
across four buildings around 
Bozeman, but the room for 
growth is dwindling.

“Without this funding, we 
were probably not going to 
be able to continue to grow 
more programs because of our 
space issues,” Gray said in an 
interview.

The coronavirus relief money 
will allow faculty to scout 
locations and workspaces to 
bring students and give teachers 
time to adapt their lesson plans 
to an environment outside of 
the classroom.

Gray said that students 
needing child care has been 
a barrier to enrolling in 
workforce programs like the 
ones offered at Gallatin College. 
Last year, the college started 
offering childcare assistance to 
individual students.

Programs typically start 
during the late afternoon 
around 3 or 4. The plan would 
be to partner with a childcare 
facility to stay open later for 

students to drop their kids off, 
Gray said.

The Montana Department of 
Labor and Industry’s Labor Day 
Report indicated that only 44% 
of child care needs were being 
met across the state before the 
pandemic, and has since been 
exacerbated.

School and day care closures 
caused during the early days of 
the pandemic caused roughly 
55,000 parents to reduce their 
work hours to take care of their 
kids, according to the report.

While a new building to 
house the growing college — 
which enrolled 673 students 
this fall — won’t be in the works 
from this pool of money, the 
federal dollars do allow for 
growth beyond the constraints 
of limited classroom space.

“We’re really glad that the 
commission trusts us enough 
to get this job done, and we’re 
looking forward to working 
with our industry partners out 
there who are going to support 
us to get the curriculum done, 
and hopefully we’ll get more 
students to look at a two-year 
education,” Gray said.

Alex Miller is the county and 
state government reporter and 
can be reached at amiller@
dailychronicle.com or by phone 
at 406-582-2648.

By LIZ WEBER

Chronicle Staff Writer

Bozeman School District in 
the past week reported its highest 
weekly COVID-19 rates since the 
pandemic started, with case rates 
in the elementary schools higher 
than those in the middle and 
high schools.

Last school year, the district 
reported its greatest number of 
weekly cases the week before 
Thanksgiving with 48 adult and 
student cases. For the week of Nov. 
5 of this year, the district reported 
58 adult and student cases.

“Through this point of the 
2021-22 school year, we have 
seen elementary transmission 
rates approximately 1.5 times that 
of our middle and high schools,” 
said Chad Berg, the district’s 
director of special education and 
student health, during Monday’s 
school board meeting.

Since Aug. 1, there have 
been 349 confirmed adult and 
student cases, with 184 from the 
elementary level, 61 from the 
middle school level, 94 from the 
high school level and 10 from the 
district administration level.

For last week, the grade bands’ 
adjusted cases per 100,000 over 
seven days also remained above 
the community transmission. The 
rates of transmission are adjusted 
for a population of 100,000 to 
compare with the community 
transmission rates, so it’s not the 
actual number of positive cases 
the district reported for a week.

The county rate per 100,000 
over a week was 355 cases. The 
high schools reported 459 cases 
per 100,000 and the middle 
schools reported 591 cases per 
100,000. The elementary schools 
reported 968 cases per 100,000, 
more than double the county rate.

While cases are higher than 
what was seen at the peak last 
year, quarantines have remained 
lower.

“It’s a juggling act of on one hand 
we’re seeing the highest COVID 
transmission rates we’ve seen ever,” 
Bertram said. “… However, it’s not 
nearly the number of quarantines 
(of last year).”

As of the week of Nov. 20, 
2020, 88 adults and 597 students 
had been quarantined up to that 
point in the school year. As of the 
week of Nov. 5, 2021, 11 adults 
and 278 students have been 
quarantined for the school year.

Dems disappointed with final MT congressional districts
Downtown Bozeman is 

seen on Oct. 14, 2021. 

Bozeman has become a 

hotbed for startups and 

pandemic-era remote 

workers. A new map 

dividing Montana into 

two congressional 

districts for the first time 

in three decades was 

finalized Tuesday, 

triggering 

disappointment from 

Democrats who hoped to 

craft a different western 

district that would give 

them a better chance of 

winning in an increasingly 

Republican-dominated 

state.

COVID-19 
cases high 
in Bozeman 
schools

Gallatin College to get $2M from county’s COVID funds
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Ryan Fields, 24, and August Schuerr, 18, work on CNC machines in Aubrin 

Heinrich’s class at Gallatin College in this 2019 Chronicle file photo.
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Hyalite Creek tumbles past rocks at Arch Falls in Hyalite Canyon on Thursday, Nov. 4, 2021.
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