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By The Associated Press

In his push to get schools 
and colleges to reopen this 
fall, President Donald Trump 
is again taking aim at their 
finances, this time threatening 
their tax-exempt status.

Trump said on Twitter on 
Friday he was ordering the 
Treasury Department to re-
examine the tax-exempt status 
of schools that he says provide 
“radical indoctrination” 
instead of education.

“Too many Universities 
and School Systems are about 
Radical Left Indoctrination, 
not Education,” he tweeted. 
“Therefore, I am telling the 
Treasury Department to re-
examine their Tax-Exempt 
Status and/or Funding, which 
will be taken away if this 
Propaganda or Act Against 
Public Policy continues. Our 
children must be Educated, 
not Indoctrinated!”

The Republican president 
did not explain what 

prompted the remark or which 
schools would be reviewed. 
But the threat is just 
one more that Trump 
has issued against 
schools as he ratchets 
up pressure to get 
them to open this 
fall. Twice this week 
Trump threatened to 
cut federal funding 
for schools that don’t 
reopen, including in an earlier 

tweet on Friday.
It’s unclear, however, 

on what grounds 
Trump could have a 
school’s tax-exempt 
status terminated. 
It was also not 
clear what Trump 
meant by “radical 
indoctrination” 
or who would 
decide what type 

of activity that includes. 

The White House and 
Treasury Department did not 
immediately comment on the 
president’s message.

Previous guidance from the 
Internal Revenue Service lays 
out six types of activities that 
can jeopardize a nonprofit 
organization’s tax-exempt status, 
including political activity, 
lobbying and straying from the 
organization’s stated purpose.

But ideology is not on the 
IRS’s list, said Terry Hartle, 
senior vice president of 
the American Council on 
Education, which represents 
university presidents. Any 
review of a school’s status 
would have to follow 
previously established 
guidelines, he said.

“It’s always deeply troubling 
to have the president single 
out schools, colleges or 
universities in a tweet,” Hartle 
said. “Having said that, I don’t 
think anything will come of 
this quickly.”

By SHAYLEE RAGAR

Chronicle Staff Writer

Montana and Gallatin County again 
set records in the last two days for the 
largest single day increase in confirmed 
COVID-19 cases since the pandemic 
began.

Gallatin County added 31 cases on 
Thursday, a new record, and 26 new 
cases on Friday, according to the health 
department. The county now counts 405 
total cases, with 81 active. There is one 
active hospitalization.

Matt Kelley, health officer for Gallatin 
County, said the new local cases are not 
clustered in one area, nor the result of a 
major testing event in Big Sky last week.

“We are seeing widespread 
transmission across the county right 
now,” Kelley said.

Cases are cropping up in West 
Yellowstone, Big Sky and all over Gallatin 
Valley. Kelley said analysis of wastewater 
has shown indications of more disease 
in Three Forks, something the health 

department will keep an eye on. Similar 
results from wastewater analysis in Big 
Sky preceded a cluster of cases that 
emerged there.

Kelley said he’s very concerned about 
the recent surge in cases.

“We are back to where we were, if not 
worse, in March and April,” Kelley said.

Statewide, Montana added 127 new 
cases Friday, totaling 1,593. Of those, 710 
are active. The state also counted three 

more deaths to bring that total to 29. It 
was the third day this week the state set 
a record for most cases confirmed on a 
single day.

Of Gallatin County’s 405 overall cases, 
28 are people who were diagnosed and 
are recovering in the county, but are 
not county residents, according to state 
data. The nonresident data is published 
separately from the main state COVID-19 
map due to federal government 
guidelines on reporting. This, along with 
differing deadlines for reporting new 
cases, has led to a discrepancy between 
the case numbers published by the state 
and county.

Montana is one of the states seeing a 
sharp rise in new cases, according to data 
from the New York Times. Montana is 
also one of 12 states, according to the 
Times, that hit its testing target last week.

The state aims to test 60,000 people 
per month, or 15,000 per week. It has yet 
to hit the 60,000 per month goal, but for 
the first time last week, more than 15,000 
people were tested in one week.

By SHAYLEE RAGAR

Chronicle Staff Writer

Nearly 700 people were swabbed at 

a testing event in Big Sky last week, a 

show of demand that will likely lead to 

more testing events in the future.

Bozeman Health hosted the free 

asymptomatic testing event for anyone 

who wanted to get swabbed. The state 

paid for supplies and Bozeman Health 

provided the facility and staff.

The event was considered a success 

and ran smoothly, according to Boze-

man Health spokesperson Lauren Bren-

del. Organizers estimated 500 people 

would participate.

“To collect 694 specimens, that was 

phenomenal,” Brendel said.

However, results from that event are 

just starting to trickle in, more than a 

week later. The state is sending swabs 

from its asymptomatic testing events, 

happening all over Montana, to Quest 

Diagnostics, a private lab. The wait time 

at that lab is longer than at the state lab, 

which is prioritizing tests for symptom-

atic patients.

Jon Ebelt, spokesperson for the Mon-

tana Department of Public Health and 

Human Services, said as of July 6, the 

average wait time for results from Quest 

was 5.5 days. However, he said wait 

times are growing with demand for test-

ing. That’s a trend seen across the U.S.

Trump threatens to pull tax exemption for schools, colleges

AP

President Donald Trump waves from the top of the steps of Air Force 

One at Andrews Air Force Base in Md., on Friday.

By MELISSA LOVERIDGE

Chronicle Staff Writer

More Bozeman area businesses 

have temporarily closed because of 

exposure to COVID-19 as Montana’s 

new case counts and death toll con-

tinue to rise.

Rocking R Bar posted an update on 

its Facebook page on Thursday eve-

ning announcing that, while no Rock-

ing R staff has tested positive, the bar 

will be closed from July 9 to July 12.

“Due to contact tracing of (CO-

VID-19) we have decided to close,” the 

bar posted.

Owner Mike Hope did not respond 

to phone calls Friday.

Hail Mary’s, the restaurant that 

operates inside the Rocking R Bar, will 

remain open for takeout orders while 

the bar is closed.

More testing 
available in 
county, wait 
times lagging
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A Bozeman Health employee shows a 

patient how to collect a sample from 

their nasal passage at a COVID-19 testing 

site April 23 in Bozeman. 

‘Where we were, if not worse’

Rocking R, Main 
Street Starbucks 
closed by virus

COMBATING COVID19

Coronavirus cases continue to expand in Montana, Gallatin County 

Gov. Steve Bullock said on 
Twitter Friday that he is 

deeply concerned about the 
daily highs in new cases, and 
that “if this trend continues, 

I will seriously consider 
reimplementing some public 

health restrictions.”
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Stephanie Archer, a manager at Blackbird, sets up tables outside of the restaurant on Friday afternoon. Blackbird has been taking employee 

temperatures before they are allowed to work and requiring them to wear masks since the first employees returned to work.
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