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By PERRIN STEIN

Chronicle Staff Writer

Montana and Gallatin County 
both hit new records on Thurs-
day for the number of COVID-19 
cases reported in a single day.

The state reported 932 new 
cases — a major jump from the 
previous daily record of 734 on 
Oct. 14. The number of active 
cases — 9,096 — now comprises 
about one-third of the total num-
ber of cases in Montana since the 
pandemic began.

Gallatin County announced 98 
new cases, eclipsing the previous 
daily case high of 75, set on Oct. 
9. There are now 344 active cases. 
A total of 2,221 resi-
dents have recovered 
from the disease and six 
have died.

In response to the 
surge in cases, Gov. 
Steve Bullock said 
Thursday that he is 
working with local and 
tribal governments to increase 
enforcement of existing health 
rules.

The Gallatin City-County 
Health Board decided Thursday 
not to enact new health rules but 
chose to extend two existing rules 

until Jan. 20.
One of the local rules 

requires most people 
to wear face coverings 
in most public settings. 
The rule largely aligns 
with the statewide mask 
mandate, but there are 
a few ways in which it is 

more stringent.
Unlike the state rule, the local 

rule requires face coverings to be 

worn on all construction sites and 
in lines outside businesses when 
social distancing isn’t possible.

The local rule also seeks to 
clarify guidelines for workplaces, 
said Gallatin City-County Health 
Officer Matt Kelley. The state rule 
says those in “public facing work 
spaces” must wear face coverings, 
while the local rule states face 
coverings are required in indoor 
spaces open to the public as well 
as in businesses and indoor work 
areas where social distancing is 
not feasible.

By MICHAEL WRIGHT

Chronicle Staff Writer

The black mass Dash Rodman 
saw coming through the brush 
wasn’t what he initially thought it 
was.

Sitting in his tree stand Saturday 
night, he assumed it was a black 
bear. He was looking for deer in 
an aspen grove near Bear Canyon. 
Black bears pass through there 
fairly often, so he figured that’s all 
this was, too.

Then he got a better look.
“He popped out at about 50 yards 

in an opening,” Rodman said, “and 
that’s when I saw the hump.”

Rodman took a video on his 
phone, recording the bear as it 
sauntered by. When he talked 
with a Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks biologist the next day, he 
got confirmation that he’d seen 
something he didn’t expect in that 

spot: a grizzly bear. 
It’s the first confirmed sighting 

on the ranch he was hunting, the 
Metcalf-Hoell Ranch off Bear 
Canyon Road. That’s not too far 
from downtown Bozeman, and it 
was just a few hundred yards from 
LaMotte School.

So far, the grizzly has gone 
unseen since then. The school 
found scat near its playground, but 
it’s unclear whether it was from the 
grizzly or one of the neighborhood 
black bears. The snow it tracked 
through Saturday melted, but the 
arrival of a new batch may help 
biologists figure out if the bear’s 
still hanging around.

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) 
— President Donald Trump 
and Democratic challenger 
Joe Biden scrapped over how 
to tame the raging coronavi-
rus in Thursday’s final 2020 
debate, largely shelving the 
rancor that overshadowed their 
previous face-off in favor of 
a more substantive exchange 
that highlighted their vastly 
different approaches to solving 
the major domestic and foreign 
policy challenges facing the 
nation.

With less than two weeks 
until the election, Trump 
sought to portray himself 
as the same outsider he first 
pitched to voters four years 
ago, repeatedly saying he wasn’t 
a politician. Biden, meanwhile, 
argued that Trump was an 
incompetent leader of a coun-
try facing multiple crises and 
tried to connect what he saw 
as the president’s failures to the 
everyday lives of Americans

The night in Nashville 
began with a battle over 
the president’s handling of 
the pandemic, which has 
killed more than 225,000 
Americans and cost millions 
of jobs. Trump declared that 
the virus will go away while 
Biden warned that the nation 
was heading toward “a dark 
winter.” Polling suggests it is 
the campaign’s defining issue 
for voters, and Biden declared, 
“Anyone responsible for that 
many deaths should not 
remain president of the United 
States of America.”

Trump defended his 
management of the nation’s 
most deadly health crisis in 
a century, dismissing Biden’s 
warning that the nation had a 
dire stretch ahead due to spikes 
in infections. And he promised 
that a vaccine would be ready 
in weeks. 

“It will go away,” said Trump, 

staying with his optimistic 
assessment of the pandemic. 
“We’re rounding the turn. 
We’re rounding the corner. It’s 
going away.”

“We can’t keep this country 
closed. This is a massive coun-

try with a massive economy,” 
Trump said. “There’s depres-
sion, alcohol, drugs at a level 
nobody’s ever seen before. The 
cure cannot be worse than the 
problem itself.”

Biden vowed that his admin-

istration would defer to the 
scientists and said that Trump’s 
divisive approach hindered the 
nation’s response.

“I don’t look at this in the 
way he does -- blue states and 
red states,” Biden said. “They’re 
all the United States. And look 
at all the states that are having 
a spike in he coronavirus-
-they’re the red states.”

With Trump trailing 
and needing to change the 
campaign’s trajectory, the 
debate could prove pivotal 
though more than 47 million 
votes already have been cast 
and there are fewer undecided 
voters than at this point in 
previous election years. Their 
first debate was defined 
by angry interruptions but 
Thursday night featured a 
milder tone until near the end 
when Trump resumed his 
tactic of loudly butting in.

Trump, Biden duel on coronavirus, taxes

AP PHOTOS

Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe Biden 

answers a question and President Donald Trump listens during the 

second and final presidential debate Thursday in Nashville, Tenn.

Grizzly ambles through Bear Canyon
So far, the grizzly has 

gone unseen since then. 
The school found scat 

near its playground, but 
it’s unclear whether it 

was from the grizzly or 
one of the neighborhood 

black bears.
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State, county set daily case records 
COMBATING COVID19

Gallatin County 
announced 98 new 
cases, eclipsing the 
previous daily case 
high of 75, set on 
Oct. 9. There are 
now 344 active 
cases. A total of 
2,221 residents 
have recovered 
and six have died.
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FDA approves 

first drug 

to treat virus
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By PAUL SCHWEDELSON

Chronicle Staff Writer

As most of Montana conducts a mail 

election, almost half of the state’s vot-

ers have returned their ballots with less 

than two weeks until Election Day.

As of Wednesday night, 289,422 bal-

lots had been received statewide. That 

accounts for 39.3% of registered voters, 

according to the Montana Secretary 

of State’s website. That’s also 56% of 

the 516,901 ballots cast in the 2016 

presidential election.

In Gallatin County, 36,694 ballots 

had been received as of 

Thursday afternoon, 

accounting for nearly 

40% of registered 

voters, Gallatin County 

Election Manager 

Casey Hayes said. There 

were 55,974 ballots cast in the county 

in the election four years ago.

Hayes said turnout at this point is 

higher compared to previous years.

The county accepted 12,389 ballots 

and still needed to verify 24,305 as of 

Thursday afternoon.

“We strive for accuracy over speed 

in all of our processes,” Hayes said in an 

email. “... Accepting ballot signatures is 

secondary to receipting in ballots so 

that all voters know that we have their 

ballot in our possession.”

Park County had accepted 5,824 

ballots as of Thursday morning, 

according to Park County election 

administrator Maritza Reddington. The 

county has 13,649 registered voters. 

There were 9,726 ballots cast in Park 

in 2016.

An increase in 
returned ballots 
hints at higher 
voter turnout
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COURTESY OF DASH RODMAN

A glove sits next to a grizzly track on a ranch near Bozeman.
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