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President Joe Biden talks about the May jobs report from the Rehoboth 

Beach Convention Center in Delaware on Friday afternoon.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Senate Republicans on Friday 
panned President Joe Biden’s 
latest infrastructure proposal  
and were expected to make 
a revised offer as talks grind 
toward next week’s slipping 
deadline for progress on a 
bipartisan deal.

Speaking after the release of a 
modest May jobs report, Biden 
made the case for his robust 
investment package to push the 
economy past the COVID-19 
crisis and downturn, and into a 
new era.

“Now is the time to build on 
the progress we’ve made,” Biden 
told reporters in Rehoboth 
Beach, Delaware. “We need to 
make those investments today to 
continue to succeed tomorrow.” 

Biden was talking again Friday 
with the lead GOP negotiator, 
Sen. Shelley Moore Capito 
of West Virginia, in what the 

White House characterized 
as a discussion rather than an 
exchange of formal proposals. 

Capito’s office released a 
statement with few details except 
to say the two spoke by telephone 
on a bipartisan infrastructure 
package and “agreed to connect 
again on Monday.”

The White House had been 
eyeing a deadline early next 
week as Congress returns from 
its Memorial Day break to see 
progress toward a deal and 
Democrats are setting ground 
work for a go-it-alone approach. 
Transportation Secretary Pete 
Buttigieg has indicated that 
Biden will look to act without 
Republican support if there is no 
consensus.

By LIZ WEBER

Chronicle Staff Writer

G
allatin High 
School’s first 
yearbook will 

be one for the history 
books, chronicling the 
creation of the district’s 
second high school, the 
building of a distinct 
school culture and 
the chronicles of the 
pandemic.

On Friday afternoon the 
book was placed in the high 
school’s time capsule as stu-
dents lined up throughout the 
day to collect their own copy. 
The capsule is planned to be 
opened in 2041.

“Going into it, we knew 
this would be one that people 
look back at for a long time. 
I think it was always going 
to be that, in remember-
ing this first year at Gallatin 
(High School), but I think 
even more so it’s remember-
ing what a bizarre year this 
was,” said Megan Motley, a 
yearbook adviser.

The book is filled with 
many firsts: the first day of 
school, the first Gallatin 

High freshman class and the 
first few Gallatin High gradu-
ates.

It was a first for many of 
the students who designed 
and created the yearbook, too.

Yearbook staff Jade Morden 
and Grace Ramey, both 
juniors, said it was their first 
year involved in making a 
yearbook.

“I thought it would be a 
good opportunity to get in-
volved in the history and the 
culture of the school by being 
involved in the yearbook,” 
Ramey said.

They said yearbook class at 
Bozeman High was typically 

full so they took advantage of 
the opportunity at Gallatin 
High.

“It was definitely really 
cool being the first yearbook 
ever made because it’s going 
to be a staple for the next few 
years,” Morden said. 

Morden and Ramey said 
the class worked hard to navi-
gate the sports teams’ chang-
ing schedules to photograph 
them all and find creative 
ways to fill pages that would 
typically hold senior portraits.

One of their favorite sec-
tions was a review of Gallatin 
High food options, complete 
with strong ratings for the 

coffee at Jurassic Perk, the 
school’s coffee stand.

They both plan to return to 
yearbook staff next year.

“It gets you really involved 
with school events and if 
you’re not into doing sports 
and stuff this is a good way to 
get involved,” Morden said.

The pandemic is docu-
mented throughout the book 
in both big ways — a sec-
tion on the do’s and don’ts of 
remote learning and stay-at-
home fashion — and smaller 
ways — like the lack of a 
homecoming dance to cover.

By NORA SHELLY

Chronicle Staff Writer

After leading residents from the first 
diagnosed case of COVID-19 in Gallatin 
County in March 2020 to the rollout of 
COVID-19 vaccines in recent months, 
County Health Officer Matt Kelley is 
leaving his role.

Kelley, whose last official day as 
health officer is June 6, spent 11 years 
as health officer. The first decade of his 
tenure was mostly out of the public eye 
as he carried on the normal duties of a 
public health official.

Though he was catapulted to the 
forefront in 2020 as COVID-19 took 
hold in Gallatin County, Kelley said 
preparations for a potential pandemic 
began years before.

“You can have a plan, but as soon as 
you get hit in the face that plan goes out 
the window and you’re just fighting for 
survival,” Kelley said in an interview this 
week.

He became a voice of calm as he 
helped navigate the early days of the 
pandemic, when personal protective 
equipment was sparse and testing was 
limited and slow as Gallatin County 
became an early hotspot for COVID-19 
in Montana.

Senate GOP pans Biden infrastructure plan, prepares new offer
The White House 

had been eyeing a 
deadline early next 
week as Congress 

returns from its 
Memorial Day break 

to see progress 
toward a deal and 

Democrats are 
setting ground work 

for a go-it-alone 
approach. 
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IN THE BOOKS

■ Gallatin High documents opening year with its first yearbook
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Freshmen Brianna Larsen, left, Brook Hahn, 

center, and Solveig Anderson sign each 

other’s Gallatin High School yearbooks Friday.
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Kelley 
steps 
down
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County health officer Matt Kelley talks to a 

group of reporters after a decision to close 

bars and restaurants in Gallatin County to 

slow the spread of coronavirus.
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■ Health officer served 
the county for 11 years


