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By NORA SHELLY

Chronicle Staff Writer

After three years of 
uncertainty, a Bozeman art 
group has found a permanent 
home in the northeast 
neighborhood.

Tinworks Art, a Bozeman 
nonprofit contemporary art 
group, is familiar with the 
space at 719 N. Ida Avenue. 
The blue industrial-looking 
building was their first home 
when the group coalesced for 
its first exhibition in 2019, 
and its former role as host to 
a metal shop inspired the art 
group’s name.

Development plans for the 
property included proposed 
demolition of the building, 
so the group did pop-up 
exhibits at the Story Mill and 
the Rialto last year as they 
looked for a space of their 
own.

As Tinworks held its 
roaming exhibits, the 
development plans changed 
and the warehouse remained 
standing.

“It kind of just kept getting 
these stays of execution,” said 
Melissa Ragain, a curator 
with Tinworks.

Recently the landowner, 
Greg Avis — who also 
happens to be on the 
Tinworks board — has 
agreed to let the organization 
make the property its 
permanent home. Avis said 
they bought the property 
four or five years ago, and 
intended to eventually 
develop it into housing.

They ended up also buying 

a property across the street, 
where Avis said they are 
focusing their development 
plans.

Now that they have a space 
to officially call their own, 
Ragain said Tinworks is 
looking to drastically expand 
their operations to become a 
year-round organization with 
broader reach.

“It’s a big jump in terms of 
the scale of the organization,” 
Ragain said. “I think the 
dream is to have year-round 
art available in Bozeman that 
is functioning at the scale 
of a nationally renowned 
organization.”

First on the to-do list is to 
hire an executive director, 
Ragain said, then they will 

embark on planning for how 
to redevelop the site and a 
fundraising campaign.

A big change is that they 
will be able to start planning 
exhibitions years in advance, 
rather than a few months 
beforehand.

“It really changes the 
seriousness with which we’re 
able to plan these exhibitions, 
to have the luxury of time 
and thinking through what 
the exhibition might look 
like,” Ragain said.

This summer, Ragain said 
they are planning for smaller, 
events-based programming 
this summer rather than one 
big installation.

HELENA (AP) — For the past year 
a company that “mines” cryptocur-
rency had what seemed the ideal loca-
tion for its thousands of power-thirsty 
computers working around the clock 
to verify bitcoin transactions: the 
grounds of a coal-fired power plant in 
rural Montana.

But with the cryptocurrency 
industry under increasing pressure to 
rein in the environmental impact of 
its massive electricity consumption, 
Marathon Digital Holdings made the 
decision to pack up its computers, 
called miners, and relocate them to a 
wind farm in Texas.

“For us, it just came down to the 
fact that we don’t want to be operating 
on fossil fuels,” said company CEO 
Fred Thiel.

In the world of bitcoin mining, 
access to cheap and reliable electricity 
is everything. But many economists 
and environmentalists have warned 
that as the still widely misunderstood 
digital currency grows in price — and 
with it popularity — the process of 
mining that is central to its existence 
and value is becoming increasingly 
energy intensive and potentially un-
sustainable.

Bitcoin was was created in 2009 
as a new way of paying for things 
that would not be subject to central 
banks or government oversight. 
While it has yet to widely catch on as 
a method of payment, it has seen its 
popularity as a speculative invest-
ment surge despite volatility that 
can cause its price to swing wildly. 
In March 2020, one bitcoin was 
worth just over $5,000. That surged 
to a record of more than $67,000 in 
November 2021 before falling to just 
over $35,000 in January.

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Joe Biden pledged 
an additional $1.3 billion 
Thursday for new weapons 
and economic assistance to 
help Ukraine in its strong but 
increasingly difficult battle 
against the Russian invasion, 
and he promised to seek much 
more from Congress to keep 
the guns, ammunition and 
cash flowing.

The latest military aid, Biden 
said, will be sent “directly to 
the front lines of freedom.”

“Putin is banking on us 
losing interest,” Biden said. 
The Russian president is 
betting that “Western unity 
will crack ... and once again 
we’re going to prove him 
wrong.”

The new package includes 

$800 million in military aid for 
much-needed heavy artillery, 
144,000 rounds of ammunition 
and drones for the escalating 
battle in the Donbas region 
of eastern Ukraine. It builds 
on roughly $2.6 billion in 
military assistance that Biden 
previously approved.

There’s also a fresh $500 
million in direct economic 
assistance t o Ukraine for 
government salaries, pensions 
and other programs. That 

raises the total U.S. economic 
support to $1 billion since 
Russia’s invasion began nearly 
two months ago.

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
expressed his gratitude but 
said his nation needs ever 
more — up to $7 billion 
each month to make up for 
economic losses in addition 
to weapons and money for the 
continuing war.

With tens of thousands 
of buildings damaged and 
key infrastructure in ruins, 
“we will need hundreds of 
billions of dollars to rebuild,” 
Zelenskyy said, addressing 
the World Bank meeting in 
Washington virtually.

President announces heavy artillery, other weapons for Ukraine

AP

In this image provided by the U.S. Air Force, pallets of ammunition, weapons 

and other equipment bound for Ukraine are loaded on a plane by members 

from the 436th Aerial Port Squadron at Dover Air Force Base, Del.
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■ Putin claims victory 

in port city of Mariupol

■ Poll: Many say Biden not 

tough enough on Russia
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Can Bitcoin 
ditch fossil 
fuels and 
go green?

AP

A crane is seen at the site of a building 

holding computer equipment used in 

cryptocurrency “mining” that relies on 

electricity from an adjacent coal-fired 

power plant, on April 20 in Hardin.
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A place of their own
Bozeman art group finds permanent space after years-long search

PHOTOS BY RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

The Tinworks Art building, pictured on Wednesday.

Recently the landowner, Greg Avis — who 
also happens to be on the Tinworks board — 
has agreed to let the organization make the 
property its permanent home. Avis said they 

bought the property four or five years ago, and 
intended to eventually develop it into housing.
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