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LISA MASCARO 
AND FARNOUSH AMIRI 

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Republican 
Kevin McCarthy was elected House 
speaker on a historic post-mid-
night 15th ballot early Saturday, 
overcoming holdouts from his own 
ranks and fl oor tensions that boiled 
over after a chaotic week that 
tested the new GOP majority’s abil-
ity to govern.

“My father always told me, it’s 
not how you start, it’s how you fi n-
ish,” McCarthy told cheering fellow 
Republicans.

Eager to confront President Joe 
Biden and the Democrats, he prom-
ised subpoenas and investigations. 
“Now the hard work begins,” the 
California Republican declared. He 
credited former President Donald 
Trump for standing with him and 
for making late calls “helping get 
those fi nal votes.”

Republicans roared in cele-
bration when his victory was 
announced, chanting “USA! USA!”

Finally elected, McCarthy took 
the oath of offi  ce, and the House 
was fi nally able to swear in newly 
elected lawmakers who had been 
waiting all week for the chamber to 
formally open and the 2023-24 ses-
sion to begin.

After four days of grueling bal-
lots, McCarthy fl ipped more than 
a dozen conservative holdouts to 
become supporters, including the 
chairman of the chamber’s Free-
dom Caucus.

He fell one vote short on the 14th 
ballot, and the chamber became 
raucous, unruly.

McCarthy strode to the back of 
the chamber to confront Repub-
lican Matt Gaetz, sitting with 
Lauren Boebert and other hold-
outs. Fingers were pointed, words 
exchanged and violence apparently 
just averted.

At one point, Republican Mike 
Rogers of Alabama, shouting, 
approached Gaetz before another 
Republican, Richard Hudson of 
North Carolina, physically pulled 
him back.

“Stay civil!” someone shouted.
Order restored, the Republicans 

fell in line to give McCarthy the 
post he had fought so hard to gain, 
House speaker, second in the line of 
succession to the presidency.

� e few remaining Republican 
holdouts began voting present, 
dropping the tally he needed. It was 
the end of a bitter standoff  that had 
shown the strengths and fragility of 
American democracy.

� e tally was 216-212 with Demo-
crats voting for leader Hakeem Jef-
fries, and six Republican holdouts 
to McCarthy simply voting present.

HELENA DORE | Chronicle Staff  Writer

Doug Smith was hired to reintroduce gray wolves 
to Yellowstone National Park in the early 1990s. In 
the years that followed, his team radio collared 41 

wolves, acclimated them to the environment, then released 
them onto the vast landscape of the world’s fi rst national 
park.

At the time of the reintroduction, Smith and his colleagues 
weren’t certain that wolves would become part of the fab-
ric of the park. But the project turned out to be a resounding 
success. Wolves spread out, reproduced, formed packs and 
established territories.

It was a slow burn, but the animals fed on elk and other 
wildlife, which helped to restore balance in an ecosys-
tem where predators had largely been extirpated. Within a 
decade, elk populations dropped and stabilized, and woody 
vegetation started to grow in more abundance.

After the reintroduction, Smith 
and his team monitored the wolves’ 
movements in and outside of Yel-
lowstone, and they occasion-
ally intervened. But with the main 
task complete, Smith didn’t know 
exactly what to do with his job. So 
he approached it as the scientifi c 
opportunity of a lifetime.

“If there was anything I stayed 
awake at night thinking about, it 
was, ‘Don’t blow this, because you’re 
going to know everything that hap-
pens in the fi rst few years,’” he said 
during an interview at his home in 
Bozeman on � ursday. “And then 
what I’ve both been praised for and 
criticized for ever since, is I stayed 
with it. I kept collaring them.”

Leveraging the information col-
lected from radio collars, aerial 
tracking, fi eld observations and 
wolf counts and captures, Smith 
spearheaded the Yellowstone Wolf 
Project, which has since trans-
formed into the most prominent 
wolf research program in the world, 
he said.

� e Yellowstone Wolf Project 
team and its university partners 
have produced an extensive and 
internationally-acclaimed body of 
research exploring diseases, genet-
ics, behavior, ecosystem dynamics 
and population dynamics among 

wolves in the park. Smith’s staff  cap-
tured and collared more than 600 
wolves, conducted more than 1,500 
aerial fl ights, hiked or skied more 
than 20,000 miles and recorded 
more than 35,000 hours of wolf 
behavior, according to the National 
Park Service.

Smith led the wolf project for 
many years, and then in 2008, he 
assumed more responsibilities, tak-
ing on oversight of the park’s elk pro-
gram and signifi cantly expanding 
its bird program.

“� e bird program became pretty 
time consuming and big because I 
really wanted to make it more scien-
tifi c and professional. And that took 
a lot of work,” he said. “It went from a 
very small one man show to a six to 
eight person, several hundred thou-
sand dollar a year program.”

As time passed, Smith noticed he 
was doing far less biology and ecol-
ogy, and much more administra-
tive work.

“� e last few years, it feels like 
that’s all I did,” he said. “You cut me 
deep enough, and I’m a wildlife biol-
ogist who likes to be outdoors, and 
in the latter part of my career, I was 
in the offi  ce as much as an accoun-
tant.”
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House Speaker Kevin McCarthy of Cali-
fornia reacts after being sworn in on the 
House fl oor at the U.S. Capitol in Wash-
ington on Saturday.
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‘Honest, 
hardworking, 

humble’
Yellowstone National Park’s lead 
wolf biologist retires after 28 years

TOP PHOTOS: SAMUEL WILSON/CHRONICLE/REPORT FOR AMERICA; 
ABOVE PHOTO: JIM PEACO/NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

TOP:  Doug Smith, retired wildlife biologist with Yellowstone 
National Park,  plays with his dogs Boone and Poppy outside 
his home in Bozeman on Thursday, Jan. 5, 2023.
SECOND FROM TOP: Doug Smith is pictured in his home 
offi  ce on Thursday, Jan. 5, 2023.
THIRD FROM TOP: A pelt from a wolf hunted in the early 
1940s by Adoph Murie, the fi rst scientist to study wolves in 
the wild, hangs in the home offi  ce of Doug Smith on Thurs-
day, Jan. 5, 2022.
ABOVE:  Doug Smith carries a wolf in Rose Creek Pen in 
February 1997.More RETIRES   |   A11


