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By HELENA DORE

Chronicle Staff Writer

Development of a controver-
sial glamping retreat along the 
Gallatin River advanced this 
week after a county official ap-
proved a floodplain permit for 
the project.

Sean O’Callaghan, floodplain 
administrator for Gallatin 
County, approved a floodplain 
permit for the Riverbend 
Glamping Getaway, a high-end 
camping retreat that developers 
want to build on a flood-prone 
island west of Mill Street bridge 
in Gallatin Gateway.

The permit issued to Jeff and 
Jirina Pfeil greenlights their 
plans to repurpose a building, 
install access roads and utilities, 
add a wastewater lift station, 
do some minor grading and 
develop 58 sites with removable 
structures on the property. The 
permit is valid until Nov. 15, 
2022.

According to permit ap-
proval documents, developers 
plan to set up structures that 
can be removed quickly during 
a flood-related evacuation, 
and O’Callaghan wrote that 
floodplain permits for boring 
a sewer force main, fiber optic 
line and natural gas line across 
the river have been issued.

Contractors who are hired to 
construct the project still must 

secure all necessary stormwater 
and dewatering permits from 
the Montana Department 
of Environmental Quality, 
O’Callaghan said.

The project’s developers had 
to secure a floodplain permit 
because much of the property 
lies within the 100-year flood-
plain of the Gallatin River.

Jeff Pfeil did not respond to 

requests for comment before 
deadline.

The Pfeils’ application laid 
out plans for Airstream trailers, 
Conestoga wagons and tiny 
homes for rent to be set up 
at campsites throughout the 
property. Utility lines along 
Gateway South Road and pipe-
lines under the Gallatin River 
are meant to supply electricity, 

wastewater and natural gas 
services. 

Buildings that are already 
on the property will provide 
amenities for visitors, and a 
gravel road will connect the 
property with Gateway South 
Road, according to the ap-
plication.

By KEITH SCHUBERT

Daily Montanan

Most Montanans probably do not 
know that when they go to get their 
driver’s license picture taken, it is 
entering a system that feeds into a 
larger database used by national law 
enforcement agencies.

Or that when they apply for unem-
ployment benefits, their picture could 
be shared with the government.

Those privacy anxieties are why 
legislators are studying how quickly 
developing facial recognition technol-
ogy, which has seeped into everyday 
lives, is being used in the state and 
whether the government needs to 
regulate its 
use. Accord-
ing to the 
PEW research 
center, 75 per-
cent of adults 
in the U.S. 
either knew 
very little or 
nothing about 
facial recogni-
tion technol-
ogy.

“Most states 
in the nation 
don’t have 
oversight over 
this technol-
ogy, and we 
don’t know 
the extent of 
the use, how 
they are using, 
what kind of 
databases are 
made of Mon-
tana citizens,” 
said study 
sponsor Rep. 
Katie Sullivan, 
D-Missoula, 
during the 
legislative ses-
sion.

The goal of the study, Sullivan 
said, is to learn how the government 
is using the technology and how 
it can be appropriately used going 
forward.

“The idea is to set smart policy 
now and prevent invasive surveillance 
technology in the future,” she said.

Those who spoke at an Eco-
nomic Affairs Interim Committee 
on Wednesday broadly expressed 
the same opinion: There needs to be 
more transparency around the use 
of facial recognition technology in 
the state and whether government 
interest in its use outweighs Montana’s 
constitutional right to privacy.

By TOM KUGLIN

Lee Newspapers

Seeking confirmation as 
director of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the former 
director of Montana’s state 
wildlife agency pledged adher-
ence to the law, science and col-
laboration during a Wednesday 
committee hearing.

Martha Williams, the current 
principal deputy director at US-
FWS, also told the U.S. Senate 
committee she believes conser-
vation is a shared responsibility.

Williams is President Joe 
Biden’s nominee for the 
director’s post. She appeared 
Wednesday before the Senate 
Committee on Environment 
and Public Works, which will 

consider her nomination for 
advancement to the floor for 
debate and a final vote.

“My life is steeped in conser-
vation. It’s what I think about, 
it’s what I see, smell, hear and 
dream about,” she told the com-
mittee. “I am a lifelong student 
of nature, the outdoors, fish and 
wildlife management, people 
management, and what it takes 
to solves seemingly intractable 
natural resource issues.”

Before taking the deputy 
director’s position with the 
Biden administration, Williams 
served as director of Montana 
Fish, Wildlife & Parks under 
former Democratic Gov. Steve 
Bullock. She previously worked 
as an attorney for FWP from 
1998 to 2011 and for two years 
as a solicitor at the Department 
of the Interior. 

Williams faces questions in confirmation hearing for U.S. Fish & Wildlife director
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Martha Williams, nominee to lead the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, speaks at a 

hearing of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee.

 Williams served as director of Montana Fish, 
Wildlife & Parks under former Democratic Gov. 

Steve Bullock. She previously worked as an 
attorney for FWP from 1998 to 2011 and for two 

years as a solicitor at the 
Department of the Interior.
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MT leg to 
study facial 
recognition 
technology

“Most states 
in the nation 
don’t have 
oversight 
over this 
technology, 
and we don’t 
know the 
extent of the 
use, how they 
are using, 
what kind of 
databases 
are made 
of Montana 
citizens,” 
said study 
sponsor Rep. 
Katie Sullivan, 
D-Missoula, 
during the 
legislative 
session.
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Glampground advances

■ Floodplain permit approved for ‘glamping’ resort along Gallatin River
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TOP: Peggy Lehmann walks the barbed wire fence between her property and her neighbor’s property on 

an island in the Gallatin River in Gallatin Gateway on Thursday. ABOVE: A security camera on the property 

of a proposed glamping site points toward Peggy and Gordon Lehmann’s property.
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