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Classical Background - Rock Star Charisma

Pop, Jazz, Movie Themes, and more!

TheEllenTheatre.org 585-5885
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By KATHERYN HOUGHTON

Chronicle staff writer

There’s a three-story apartment 
complex in downtown Bozeman 
that’s home to those who live on 
the area’s lowest incomes. The 
building’s longtime owner just 
sold to a nonprofit in the hopes it 
remains affordable for those who 
need it.

Bob Rasmus, 76, bought 
Boulevard Apartments 24 years 

ago. At the time, the building at 
Babcock Street and Tracy Avenue 
had another three years where it 
was required to remain federally-
subsidized housing. After that, 
Rasmus could convert to pretty 
much anything else.

But he didn’t do that. Roughly 

21 years later, the 41-unit build-
ing is still home to people who 
otherwise would struggle to find 
housing.

“I was there everyday, just 
about. Managed the building, 
took care of it, did a lot of the re-
pairs, I knew everybody,” Rasmus 

said. “New to town, I got to know 
the community, become part of it 
and see what was going on. I felt 
it should stay the way it was.”

Rasmus has a Long Island 
accent that gives away where he 
spent life before Bozeman. He 
bought the building as a contrac-
tor restarting in Montana with 
his wife.

Now, ready to retire from its 
management, Rasmus sold it to 
Human Resource Development 

Council this fall.
“The town really needs a build-

ing of this type and hopefully this 
will be the way to maintain it,” 
Rasmus said.

The building’s become a rarity, 
both in that it has remained un-
changed even as upscale develop-
ment fills downtown Bozeman 
and has outlived the federal 
housing program that made it 
affordable in the first place.

D
avid Carlson is 
excited to show 
off how well his 

2017 Prius Prime car, 
an electric-gas hybrid, 
gets around Bozeman 
relying on just electric 
power. Driving through 
neighborhood streets, he 
points to the dashboard 
display that shows 199.9. 
That means the car has 
been getting at least 
199.9 miles per gallon. 
“We love it,” Carlson 
says. “We think it’s 
perfect for us.”

He and his wife, Mary Lou, 
can drive a distance of nearly 40 
miles on a charge in summer, 
or 25 miles in the winter, so it’s 
fine for getting around town. 
When they drive to Yellowstone 
National Park, the gas engine 
kicks in over Bozeman Pass or 
when the battery runs down.

Back home, they simply plug 
the car into a regular 110-volt 
outlet in the garage. A full 
charge takes five hours.

The Carlsons care a lot about 
climate change. The 68-year-
old son of a dairy farmer, he 
was originally an oceanogra-
pher, and has been concerned 
about climate issues for 30 
years.

In recent years he worked 
as a United Nations senior 
diplomat in Geneva, Switzer-
land, as director of the World 
Climate Research Programme. 

The WCRP coordinates re-
search between 
countries so that 
when it’s time to 
negotiate, for ex-
ample, different 
nations’ climate 
models will 
compare apples 
to apples.

Carlson sees 
global warming 
as real and seri-
ous. “We are on 
the far edge of 
a crisis, about 
ready to fall 
into a disaster,” 
he said.

After work-
ing on climate change at the 

global level, he’s now semi-
retired and 
trying to make 
a difference at 
the hands-on, 
individual level.

The Carlsons 
hope to dem-
onstrate that 
you can enjoy a 
comfortable life 
and still avoid 
burning the 
fossil fuels that 
produce green-
house gases and 
worsen global 
warming.

“I wanted a 
chance to show 

you could live a low-carbon 

life – and not live in a cave,” he 
said.

Fifteen solar panels generate 
electricity atop the workshop 
the Carlsons built behind their 
modest three-bedroom house 
in south Bozeman.

The 5-kilowatt solar array 
generates twice as much elec-
tricity as the home uses in sum-
mer — which means they get a 
power bill of zero, plus energy 
credits — and generates about 
one-third of their electricity in 
winter. The solar panels cost 
$17,000 up front, but they got 
a $1,000 from the state and 
$5,000 from a federal program 
to offset the investment.

HELENA (AP) — The discovery 
of two fossilized dinosaur skeletons 
intertwined in what looks like a final 
death match could make a Montana 
ranching couple rich beyond their 
dreams. Or they may have to share 
the wealth.

It all comes down to how the state 
Supreme Court answers a seemingly 
simple question: Are fossils minerals? 
The justices heard arguments Thurs-
day but did not rule right away.

The outcome is key to a dispute 
over ownership of the “dueling dino-
saurs,” worth more than $5 million, 
and distribution of millions of dollars 
in proceeds from the sale of other 
fossils unearthed 
from clay and 
sandstone in a 
fossil-rich area of 
central Montana.

While someone 
can own what’s on 
top of a piece of 
land, others can 
own material like 
oil, gas and coal 
that’s found below 
the surface. In 
property sales, an 
owner can keep 
some or all of 
those below-sur-
face mineral rights.

Mary Ann and Lige Murray own 
the surface rights and one-third of the 
mineral rights on the ranch near the 
tiny town of Jordan, while broth-
ers Jerry and Robert Severson own 
two-thirds of the mineral rights after 
a 2005 property sale. Neither side 
expected to find fossils on the prop-
erty, and they’re not mentioned in the 
contract, court documents show.

A few months later, amateur pale-
ontologist Clayton Phipps discovered 
a 22-foot-long carnivorous theropod 
and a 28-foot-long plant-eating 
ceratopsian believed to have died 66 
million years ago. Imprints of the 
dinosaurs’ skin were found.

WHAT CAN  
YOU DO?

Bozeman family strives to live a low-carbon life

By GAIL SCHONTZLER  .  Chronicle Staff Writer

EDITOR’S NOTE: 

“State of Change” is a 
Chronicle series on climate 

change in Montana. 
Chronicle journalists fanned 

out across the state over 
the last several months 

to report on the impacts 
of climate change, the 

changes to come and how 
people are responding.

Millions 
at stake in 
dino fight

The 
outcome 
is key to a 
dispute over 
ownership 
of the 
“dueling 
dinosaurs,” 
worth more 
than $5 
million.
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Dave Carlson points to the 15 solar panels he installed on the roof of his workshop in January of 2017.

More CLIMATE  I  A9

HRDC buys downtown apartment building
“The town really needs a building of this type and 

hopefully this will be the way to maintain it.”

— Bob Ausmus, former property owner

More HRDC  |  A10

ROOMS 
FOR RENT

Cannery district adding four-story 
apartment building  |  BIG SKY

FLYING 
HIGH

Bozeman outlasts Great Falls, 
advances to state  |  SPORTS


