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HIGH     LOWTODAY’S WEATHER

By SEABORN LARSON

Lee Newspapers

Brett Schandelson has been 
picked to lead the state public 
defender’s office, officials announced 
Wednesday.

Schandelson, 39, has been serving 
as acting director of the Office of State 
Public Defender since June, when 
then-director Rhonda Lindquist 
announced she was leaving the post. 
Schandelson’s term as permanent 
director starts 
Thursday.

Schandelson has 
been with OPD 
since 2018. 

“I’m honored for 
this opportunity to 
lead the department 
and continue 
building on its 
solid foundation 
and structure,” 
Schandelson said in a press release 
Wednesday. “Getting to continue 
working with such a dedicated and 
compassionate team makes me 
excited for the future and everything 
we will accomplish.”

Schandelson previously served as 
OPD’s development and operations 
bureau chief, handling public policy, IT 
services, contracts, projects and media 
relations. He has also developed data 
reports in order to better communicate 
the OPD’s recent caseload weights and 
staffing needs to lawmakers during a 
critical time for the agency.

Roughly a year ago a district court 
judge in Yellowstone County issued 
a pair of contempt orders against 
the agency for failing to assign 
attorneys to indigent defendants 
in a timely manner. The agency at 
the time told state legislators that 
employee retention was the largest 
issue facing the regional office in 
Yellowstone County, if not statewide. 
Public defenders in Montana were 
making roughly $13,000 less than 
their counterparts in other state 
departments.

Earlier this year a group of contract 
attorneys who take on overflow and 
conflict cases for OPD refused to 
accept any more cases until their 
rates were raised to match those 
in Yellowstone County, where the 
state had disbursed some additional 
funding.

The agency, in response to the 
contractors’ calls for higher rates, was 
able to raise pay for both contractors 
and permanent staff across the 
state in rapid negotiations with the 
governor’s budget office and the 
employees’ union. 

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — A 
federal judge on Thursday ruled 
that constitutional protections 
don’t shield U.S. Sen. Lindsey 
Graham from testifying before a 
special grand jury investigating 
possible illegal efforts to 
overturn then-President Donald 
Trump’s 2020 election loss in 
Georgia.

The ruling from U.S. District 
Judge Leigh Martin May 
rejected Graham’s argument 
that all his calls with Georgia’s 
secretary of state, Brad 
Raffensperger, were protected 
under the U.S. Constitution’s 
“speech or debate” clause, which 
shields members of Congress 
from questioning about official 
legislative acts.

She did, however, agree with 
lawyers for the South Carolina 

Republican that legislative 
protection applies to parts of 
the calls specifically pertinent to 
“Georgia’s then-existing election 
procedures and allegations of 
voter fraud in the leadup to his 
certification vote” — portions 
she noted were “legislative fact-
finding.”

Despite the decision, 

continuing appeals in the case 
mean the senator’s appearance is 
not imminent. The ruling does 
push Graham — one of Trump’s 
top congressional allies and a key 
figure in the former president’s 
postelection activities — one step 
closer to testifying before the 
special grand jury empaneled 
this year by Fulton County 
District Attorney Fani Willis.

Willis has sought testimony 
from a number of other close 
Trump allies and advisers, 
including former White House 
Chief of Staff Mark Meadows, 
Trump-allied lawyer Sidney 
Powell and conservative lawyer 
L. Lin Wood Jr., who said this 
week he’s been told Willis wants 
him to appear.

Judge again denies Graham’s effort to skirt Georgia subpoena

AP

U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., addresses business leaders during a 

congressional conversation Aug. 18 in Columbia, S.C.
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Despite vastly improved 
drought and water supply 
conditions compared to 
last year, junior water rights 
holders who irrigate off the 
West Gallatin River will 
still see their water usage 
curtailed.

George Alberda, water 
commissioner for the West 
Gallatin River near Gallatin 
Gateway, said on Thursday 
he was implementing further 
cuts for those who hold 
water rights off the river. 
Now, any user with water 
rights younger than 1887 
will not be able to irrigate 
from the river for the rest of 
the season.

Like other states across 
the west, Montana uses 
prior appropriation for 
water rights, often called 
“first in time, first in right.” 
That means the people who 
hold the oldest water rights 
have higher priority access 
to water than people with 
younger water rights.

Alberda said the reason a 

water commissioner has to 
make cuts is to ensure senior 
water rights holders get the 
water they need while also 
maintaining a minimum 
flow in the river.

Thursday’s move follows 
other water-use cuts from 
earlier in the summer. On 
July 26, users with rights 
younger than 1891 were 
restricted, and on July 30, 
that date moved to 1890.

Alberda estimated his 

cuts thus far would affect 
around 75 irrigators. The 
obvious impacts are on crop 
production, he said — with 
limited water, a producer’s 
yields are likely to go down.

Even still, Alberda is 
cutting less than he normally 
would this time of year.

“It’s been a pretty 
good year,” Alberda said. 
“Especially considering this 
year started with record-low 
snowpack.

But as water shortages 
increasingly plague the west, 
even in a good year Alberda 
still has to implement water 
use restrictions.

Susan Duncan, secretary 
for the Association of 
Gallatin County Agricultural 
Irrigators and area rancher, 
said the cuts happen pretty 
much every year now.

“There’s more water rights 
than there is water,” Duncan 
said.

Users with junior water 
rights can expect to have 
their water cut off at some 
point every year, Duncan 
said. “It’s something you 
have to plan for and 
expect… Now every year is a 
drought year.”

That planning often looks 
like having extra hay on 
hand to prepare for pastures 
drying out. But with hay 
costs soaring, some ranchers 
are forced to make the 
difficult decision of reducing 
the size of their herd to cope 
with drought. They simply 
can’t afford to buy hay and 
there’s not enough water to 
grow their own.
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TOP: People play on the water next to the banks of Hyalite Reservoir 

on Thursday. ABOVE: The Carpenter family assembles on kayaks 

and a standup paddleboard near Middle Creek Dam.

‘Now every year 
is a drought year’

Water cuts hit Gallatin irrigators despite a wetter growing season
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