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HAMILTON (AP) — 
Health officers in a western 
Montana county are investi-
gating a cluster of COVID-19 
cases as the state prepares to 
lift more restrictions meant to 
help prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus.

The initial Ravalli County 
case involved a man in his 
50s who was believed to have 
caught the virus while travel-
ing outside the county. He was 
hospitalized on Sunday, said 
Karyn Johnston, director of 
public health. She declined 
to say if the man had traveled 
out of state.

Nine more people were 
tested because of contact with 
the man, and seven of them 
have tested positive for CO-

VID-19. All are male and are 
isolated at home. Two are in 
their 60s, two are 
in their 20s and 
three are between 
the ages of 10 
and 19, the state 
health depart-
ment reported.

Three nurses 
doing contact 
tracing have 
located more 
than 30 contacts 
with those who 
are infected, and 
the investigation 
continues. The 
identified con-
tacts have been 
placed in quarantine, but they 
won’t be tested unless they 

develop symptoms or have 
underlying health conditions, 

Johnston said 
Wednesday.

The seven new 
cases identified 
in tests run on 
Tuesday were the 
most in one day 
in Montana in 
just over a month. 
Seven cases were 
reported on April 
18.

Montana has 
478 cases of 
coronavirus, with 
22 known active 
cases, includ-
ing the eight in 

Ravalli County. Three people 
remain hospitalized, 16 have 

died and 440 people have 
recovered from the respiratory 
virus.

Democratic Gov. Steve Bull-
ock on Tuesday announced 
the state would enter a second 
phase of reopening on June 
1, including lifting a 14-day 
quarantine for out-of-state 
visitors and allowing more 
people into bars and restau-
rants.

For most people, the new 
coronavirus causes mild or 
moderate symptoms, such 
as fever and cough that clear 
up in two to three weeks. For 
some, especially older adults 
and people with existing 
health problems, it can cause 
more severe illness, including 
pneumonia, and death.

By PAUL SCHWEDELSON

Chronicle Staff Writer

L
ess than 24 hours 
after Gov. Steve 
Bullock announced 

the mandatory 
quarantine for out-of-
state visitors would be 
lifted June 1, about 100 
new reservations for the 
summer and fall were 
made at RSVP Motel on 
North Seventh Avenue 
in Bozeman.

Potential vacationers called 
the hotel and asked about the 
rules. They wanted to know 
what was and wasn’t allowed. 
So it was refreshing for Hillary 
Folkvord, one of RSVP’s 
owners, to share the new 
information.

“As soon as the news went 
out and the governor spoke,” 
Folkvord said, “it was crazy to 
see all the reservations and all 
these calls and inquiries.”

The 14-day quarantine for 
non-work-related travelers 
began March 30 and at the 
time, Bullock said travel into 
Montana was the state’s most 
common known source of 
COVID-19 infections. His 

original reopening plan 
called for the rule to 
continue during its 
second phase, but the 
governor changed 
course when he 
rolled out the details 
Tuesday.

While the 
tourism industry 
has undergone 
massive shifts in the past 

two months, removing the 
required quarantine 
makes travel into the 
state much easier 
for vacationers. As 
the summer months 
approach, the change 
allows some businesses 
to take a step toward 
recovery from the 

economic downturn they’ve 
experienced.

Bullock said Tuesday the 
reasoning for the change was 
multifaceted, including the 
state’s limited daily caseload 
and the ability to mitigate risks.

“Part of it is the practical 
realities,” Bullock added. “I 
took a run near Holland Lake 
this past Sunday and seeing a 
number of out-of-state cars, 
folks are coming in.”

By PERRIN STEIN

Chronicle Staff Writer

As Montana reopens, the state 
is working to ramp up testing and 
expand health care providers’ ability 
to manage a potential spike in 
patients.

Three weeks ago, Gov. Steve 
Bullock set a statewide goal of 
conducting 60,000 tests per month.

Since then, testing has increased. 
In late April, about 
325 tests were 
conducted per day, 
according to the 
governor’s office. 
Last week, the 
daily average was 
800.

Even with the 
increase, there is 
still a long way to go to meet the 
testing target. Since early March 
when the state announced its first 
COVID-19 case, Montana has 
conducted 29,726 tests.

The recent increase in testing is 
a result of new efforts to conduct 
surveillance testing in addition 
to testing those experiencing 
COVID-19 symptoms.

Surveillance testing has been 
offered to about 300 nursing homes 
and assisted living facilities. The 
Department of Public Health and 
Human Services estimates that 
about 220 will participate.

Correctional facilities, state-run 
long-term care facilities and tribal 
communities are also participating 
in surveillance testing.

By HOLLY K. MICHELS

Lee Enterprises

While everyone agrees Montana 
will see significant budgetary chal-
lenges from the economic fallout of 
the novel coronavirus, there’s divi-
sion among Democrats and Repub-
licans in the state over how severe it 
will be and how to respond.

That was illustrated Wednesday 
as the half-Democratic, half-Repub-
lican legislative interim Revenue 
Committee split on a vote to send a 
letter to Democratic Gov. Steve Bull-
ock calling on him to make budget 
cuts before the end of the fiscal year, 
which is in June. Because the vote 
was 6-6, the effort to send the letter 
failed.

Still, Republican lawmakers in 
leadership positions in the state 
House and Senate sent Bullock a 
letter of their own a day earlier, 
asking him to “immediately” make 
reductions of 5%, 10% or even up to 
15% to meet the projected revenue 
downfall that one national organiza-
tion, Moody’s Analytics, is making 
for Montana.

MT works 
to boost 
testing 

RYAN BERRY/CHRONICLE

Questions are printed out on a piece of 

paper so Bozeman Health workers can 

communicate with patients through a 

car window at a drive-through COVID-19 

testing site April 23 in Bozeman.

COMBATING COVID-19

Clashes continue 
over state budget 

Here they come

■ Lifting of quarantine requirement boosting Montana tourism

PHOTOS BY RYAN BERRY/CHRONICLE

TOP: National Guard PV2 Jasmine Hollowell takes the temperature of passengers arriving from Texas on 

Wednesday at Bozeman Yellowstone International Airport. ABOVE: People congregate near the baggage claim.

Travel believed to be link to Ravalli County outbreak 

The seven new 
cases identified 
in tests run on 

Tuesday were the 
most in one day 

in Montana in just 
over a month. 
Seven cases 

were reported on 
April 18.
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