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By ALEX MILLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

Democratic candidate Jennifer 
Boyer has outlasted her opponent 
to secure a spot on the Gallatin 
County Commission.

According to final unofficial pre-
liminary results from the Gallatin 
County Elections Office, Boyer had 
54% of the vote. Joe Flynn, Boyer’s 
Republican opponent, had 46%.

The results of the race won’t be 
completely tallied until provisional 
and resolution ballots have been 
counted Nov. 14.

However, the margin of the race 
appears too wide for it to be flipped 
in Flynn’s favor. Boyer has a 3,691 
vote advantage over Flynn. There 
are 1,725 provisional ballots and 
181 resolution ballots, according to 
the county election office.

Boyer said that she felt humbled 
and filled with gratitude.

“I feel that honestly my entire 
adult life, in all the different career 
shifts and paths that I’ve been on 
… there’s not another job I would 
want,” Boyer said. “I’m so happy 
that I’m able to do this work ahead 
of us.”

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Price increases moderated in 
the United States last month 
in the latest sign that the 
inflation pressures that have 
gripped the nation might be 
easing as the economy slows.

Consumer inflation reached 
7.7% in October from a 
year earlier and 0.4% from 
September, the government 
said Thursday. The year-over-
year increase, down from 8.2% 
in September, was the smallest 
rise since January. Stripping 
out volatile food and energy 
prices, “core’’ inflation rose 
6.3% in the past 12 months 
and 0.3% from September.

The numbers were all lower 
than economists had expected.

Helping to ease inflation 
from September to October 
were used car prices, which 
dropped for a fourth straight 

month. Clothing and medical 
care also fell. Food price 
increases slowed. By contrast, 
energy prices rebounded 
in October after declines in 
August and September.

Even amid a tentative 
easing of inflation, the 
Federal Reserve is will likely 
continue raising interest 
rates to cool the economy 
and stem inflation. Yet data 
released Thursday raises the 
possibility that the Fed could 
at least slow its rate hikes 
— a prospect that sent U.S. 
markets soaring.

U.S. consumer inflation eased to 7.7% over past 12 months

AP

A used 2020 Jeep is on display on a lot in Pittsburgh on Sept. 29.

The year-over-year 
increase, down from 
8.2% in September, 

was the smallest rise 
since January. 
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By ALEX MILLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

Local attorney Audrey Crom-
well, a Democrat, regained her 
lead in the Gallatin County 
attorney race in the early hours 
of Thursday morning.

The Gallatin County Elec-
tions Office released a final 
unofficial results report that 
showed Cromwell had 50% 
of the vote, while incumbent 
Republican Marty Lambert had 
49%. Cromwell had a 406-vote 
advantage.

The latest report yielded the 
third lead change in the tightly-
contested race. Lambert gained 
the lead briefly after a report 
was released Wednesday eve-

ning. The gap between the two 
has stayed slim since the first 
results rolled in Tuesday night.

Though the final unoffi-
cial report had been released 
Wednesday, there is still more 
counting to be done 
at the county election 
office that could affect 
the final outcome of 
this race.

There are 1,725 pro-
visional ballots that will 
be counted Monday, 
Nov. 14, according to 
the Gallatin County 
Election Office. There 
are also 181 resolution 
ballots that will be counted with 
the provisional ballots.

Cromwell said that the race 
would go until Monday night 

when the count is completed, 
but was still optimistic about 
holding her narrow lead.

“I think I’ve been continu-
ally optimistic. I know that this 
is democracy at work and 

sometimes we must be 
patient,” she said.

Lambert said that 
he had already called 
Cromwell and con-
gratulated her Thurs-
day afternoon.

He believed that 
the remaining ballots 
would likely trend 
favorably for Crom-
well, and that it would 

be unlikely that if the last votes 
didn’t go toward his opponent 
he could make up the 406 vote 
difference.

“If I turn out to get a very 
pleasant surprise when (they) 
start going through these bal-
lots then so be it, but I’m not 
counting on it,” Lambert said.

A Cromwell victory would 
signal the end of a long run 
for Lambert in the office. The 
incumbent was first appointed 
to the office in 1997, and has 
worked in the Gallatin County 
attorney’s office since the 
1980s.

If the results continue to 
trend in Cromwell’s favor, 
Lambert said he has options. 
He might continue practicing 
law, or spend time with fam-
ily — specifically his kids and 
grandchildren spread through-
out the country.
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By HOLLY K. MICHELS 

and TOM KUGLIN

Lee Newspapers

Former Montana congress-
man and Interior secretary Ryan 
Zinke won the race for Mon-
tana’s new western congressional 
district by four points over his 
Democratic opponent Monica 
Tranel. 

Zinke beat Tranel, a Missoula 
lawyer, by about 8,000 votes with 
50% of the vote to Tranel’s 46%. 
Libertarian John Lamb, who saw 

an elevated role in the race, took 
4% of the vote.

On Wednesday evening as 
more results came in from 
Flathead, Missoula and Gallatin 
counties, Zinke declared victory 
as the path for Tranel dramati-
cally narrowed and Decision 
Desk HQ called the race for the 
Republican. Several large coun-
ties took much of Wednesday to 
complete their tallies, pushing 
the determination of the race to 
Thursday morning.

The Associated Press called 
the race for Zinke on Thursday 

morning.
“I’d like to thank everyone who 

voted for me on Election Day 
and all those who volunteered 
with our campaign to get the 
word out. For those of you who 

did not vote for me, my door is 
always open and you’ll find me to 
have an open ear, open mind and 
shoot straight when we disagree,” 
Zinke said in a press release 
Wednesday evening. 

Zinke will join fellow Repub-
lican Rep. Matt Rosendale in the 
House who easily won election 
to Montana’s eastern district. 
This is the first time in nearly 
three decades Montanans will 
elect two U.S. House representa-
tives.

Zinke’s campaign for a return 
to Congress began more than 

a year ago when he publicly 
announced a run in the newly 
formed district. He faced numer-
ous attacks in the primary as his 
Republican opponents targeted 
his voting record and investiga-
tions during his time as Interior 
Secretary under former President 
Donald Trump.

Tranel continued those attacks 
in the general election while 
also painting Zinke as beholden 
to the oil and gas industry for 
his moves while at Interior and 
consulting after he resigned.

Zinke tops Tranel for western U.S. House seat

Zinke Tranel
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Baley Huser takes a sled ride down Peets Hill as her mother, Tricia Huser, and sister, London, watch from above on Thursday.

Boyer secures 
Gallatin County 
Commission seat
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The sun sets on the Gallatin County 

Courthouse on Feb. 3, 2021.
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