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By HELENA DORE

Chronicle Staff Writer

Federal regulators have 
struck down sections 
of Montana’s new water 
quality standards, writing 
that the state has applied 
them in a manner that does 
not meet Clean Water Act 
requirements.

Region 8 of the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency described its 
rationale in a May 10 
letter addressed to 
Montana Department of 
Environmental Quality 
Director Christopher 
Dorrington.

The federal agency wrote 
that it disapproved of 
several provisions included 
in Senate Bill 358, which 
passed the state Legislature 
and was signed into law last 
spring.

The bill was backed by 
Republican state lawmakers. 
It directed Montana DEQ to 
eliminate “numeric” nutrient 
standards in waterways and 
adopt “narrative” nutrient 
standards.

Laura Flynn Jenkins, 
a spokesperson for EPA 
Region 8, wrote in an 
emailed statement that 
several new provisions were 
“inconsistent with the Clean 
Water Act and associated 
regulations” and “do not 
protect Montana’s waters 

from nutrient pollution.”
Excess levels of nitrogen 

and phosphorus in rivers 
and streams can degrade 
water quality and lead to 
recurrent algal growth, 
which harms fish and other 
aquatic species over time.

That “nutrient pollution” 
can come from various 
sources, including fertilizers, 
treated sewage, storm water 
runoff, failing septic tanks, 
detergents and pet waste.

Using numeric nutrient 
standards, state regulators 
place precise, quantifiable 
limits on the concentrations 
of nutrients that can be 

discharged into waterways. 
Using narrative standards, 
they apply those limits based 
on observable conditions 
within waterways.

Supporters of narrative 
standards frequently argue 
that numeric standards are 
too difficult to meet, and 
they have resulted in costly 
litigation. Opponents argue 
that narrative standards 
degrade water quality and 
harm aquatic life.

Montana adopted numeric 
standards in 2015, but in 
the spring of 2021, SB 358 
directed the state to reverse 
course. The law directed 

DEQ to adopt narrative 
nutrient standards in 
consultation with a Nutrient 
Work Group.

The work group has been 
convening for the past year 
to develop an “adaptive 
management program” for 
the transition to narrative 
nutrient standards.

Members drafted a 
preliminary set of rules in 
late April, though the formal 
public comment process 
had not started. Their next 
meeting is on May 17. They 
are planning to address the 
EPA’s new directive.

By CARLY GRAF

Kaiser Health News

The 2020 census missed nearly 1 of 
every 17 Native Americans who live 
on reservations, an undercount that 
could very well lead to insufficient 
federal funding for essential health, 
nutrition, and social programs in 
remote communities with high 
poverty rates and scarce access to 
services.

The census counted 9.7 million 
people who identified as a Native 
American or an Alaska Native in 
2020 — alone or in combination with 
another race or ethnicity — compared 
with 5.2 million in 2010. But the 
Indigenous population on the nation’s 
approximately 325 reservations 
was undercounted by nearly 6%, 
according to a demographic analysis 
of the census’s 
accuracy. 
Indigenous 
people on 
reservations 
have a history 
of being 
undercounted 
— nearly 5% 
were missed in 
2010, according 
to the analysis.

At least 1 
in 5 Native 
Americans live 
on reservations, 
according to 
previous census 
data. More 
detailed Native 
American 
population data 
from the 2020 census will be released 
over the next year.

The census numbers help 
determine how much money is 
allocated to various programs on 
reservations such as health care, 
social services, education, and 
infrastructure. For example, on the 
Blackfeet reservation in northwestern 
Montana, the co-chairperson of 
a food pantry whose funding is 
partially dependent upon census 
counts is worried the undercount will 
make it more difficult after this year 
for all the families who need the free 
meals to access them.

The food pantry — operated by an 
organization called FAST Blackfeet, 
which stands for Food Access and 
Sustainability Team — serves about 
400 households a week, said Danielle 
Antelope. 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Joe Biden appealed to 
world leaders at a COVID-19 
summit Thursday to reenergize 
a lagging international 
commitment to attacking 
the virus as he led the U.S. in 
marking the “tragic milestone” 
of 1 million deaths in America. 
He ordered flags lowered to 
half-staff and warned against 
complacency around the globe.

“This pandemic isn’t over,” 
Biden declared at the second 
global pandemic summit. He 
spoke solemnly of the once-
unthinkable U.S. toll: “1 million 
empty chairs around the family 
dinner table.”

The coronavirus has killed 
more than 999,000 people in 
the U.S. and at least 6.2 million 
people globally since it emerged 

in late 2019, according to figures 
compiled by Johns Hopkins 
University. Other counts, 
including by the American 
Hospital Association, American 
Medical Association and 

American Nurses Association, 
have the toll at 1 million.

“Today, we mark a tragic 
milestone here in the United 
States, 1 million COVID 
deaths,” he said.

The president called 
on Congress to urgently 
provide billions of dollars 
more for testing, vaccines 
and treatments, something 
lawmakers have been unwilling 
to deliver so far.

That lack of funding — Biden 
has requested an additional 
$22.5 billion in what he calls 
critically needed money — is 
a U.S. reflection of faltering 
resolve that jeopardizes 
the global response to the 
pandemic, he says.

Biden marks COVID-19 ‘tragic milestone’ in U.S. at global summit

AP

The American flag flies at half staff at the White House in Washington on 

Thursday as the Biden administration commemorates 1 million American lives 

lost because of COVID-19.

The president called on 
Congress to urgently 

provide billions of 
dollars more for testing, 
vaccines and treatments, 

something lawmakers 
have been unwilling to 

deliver so far.

“

Undercount 
threatens 
federal 
programs on 
reservations

Indigenous 
people on 
reservations 
have a history 
of being 
undercounted 
— nearly 5% 
were missed 
in 2010, 
according to 
the analysis.
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Not so fast
EPA pans sections of Montana’s new water quality standards
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Treated water leaves the city’s Water Reclamation Facility and enters the East Gallatin River on Thursday.
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